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U LID in that ſweet and delight- 
ful Slumber, which thoſe favour'd 
by the Deities enjoy, did our Tra- 


Aurora drawing her Azure Curtains, 
appear'd to gild the Skies, and glad 
the is World. How raviſhing then did 
every Link about him appear to cpening Senſe ! 

B How 


veller paſs, the Night, till bright 
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How beanteons were the flow'ry Vales glit2 
tering tho ambroſial Dew !——How delectable 
was the Air, which from the Fields around wafted 
a thouſand various Odours !J=—=—How fweetly 
harmonious was the Melody of the Birds, which 
neſting in their leafy Canopy, now tuned their lit- 
tle 'Throats, and warbled out a joyful welcome to 
the riſing Morn! ——How ſoft, how ſerene was 
the whole inchanting Proſpe&t !-—How cou'd he 
have gaz'd for ever on it with untir'd Delight, un- 
ceaſing Pleaſure! had not the ſudden appearance 
of the Bliſs-diſpoſing Deity commanded all his 
Attention. Low on the Earth he proſtrated his 
humble Body, and was beginning, by the utmoſt 
Submiſſions, to teſtify the mighty Senſe he had of 
the Condeſcenſions that had been made him, when 
he found himſelf prevented by the benignant 
Power: Riſe ! ſaid he, I know thy Sincerity; that 
true Obedience which in thy inmoſt Soul chou 
payeſt to the ſupreme Beings, has qualify'd thee 
for the Favours thou haſt received Of mortal 
Race thou art alone found worthy to partake Ce- 
leſtial Privileges, and inſpe& Secrets conceal'd 
far, far beyond the ken of weak Humanity—the 
moſt hidden Frailties, Vices with utmoſt skill diſ- 
guis'd, the fineſt Web of fraudful Artifice and deep 
Deceit, tis given to thee to fathom and unravel! 
—— Before thy Eyes the gaudy Hypocrite fhall 
ſtand expos'd, the Mask of Virtue ſhall be worn 
in vain————and each offending Fellow-Crea- 
ture appear, not as he ſeems, but as he truly i.. 
Then ſhalt thou judge how little conſiſtent with 
the Attributes of a Divinity, it is to dwell among 
them. The dejected Genius, whom yeſter Sun 
beheld, fo greatly favour'd by the Powers of Juſ- 
tice and of Reaſon, dare not abide this Trial, 
nor can in this day's progreſs accompany us, but 
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jn a Cavern lies conceal'd from fight —— Deep 
in the bowels of the Earth he is hid, moutning in 
ſecret his degenerate Offspring, while we ſurvey 
the guilty Scenes which in yonder luxurious Pala- 
ces are acted. Tho? now the time, when Mor- 


tals either wearied with laſt night's Debauch, lie 
buried in the arms of ſleep, or watchful for the Ill 
of others, deny adtnittance to the drouzy God, and 
think themſelves, and Crimes, ſecure from view: 
at our approach each door ſhall open wide, and 
every different, monſtrous ſhape of Sin, to thy 
aſtoniſh'd Eyes ſhall be explor'd. 

As he was ſpeaking, the Air around by almoſt 
imperceptible degrees thickning, at laſt condens'd 
into a Cloud; which wrapping itſelf about them, 
they, in an Inſtant, exchang'd that rural Scene, in 
which the Stranger had taken ſo much delight; for 
one all Pomp and Grandeur. The pride of 
Architecture, of Painting, and of Carving, ſeem'd 
to outvie each other in Beauty and Propriety.— 
Here, Marble Majeſty inſpir'd Ideal Awe. —— 
There, in moving Colours, Life appear'd to glow. 
Ihe ſpacious Streets, adorn'd with Groups 
and gilded Paliſades, charm'd the nearer Sight! 
while, at a diſtance, theCryſtal Turrets, whoſe glit- 
tering Pinacles aſpir'd to Heaven, and ſeem'd to 
Kiſs the Skies, aſtoniſh'd and delighted! 

It was into a noble and magnificent Building, 
ficuated in the neighbourhood of the Palace Royal, 
that the God firſt led his wondring Gueſt » There, 
under a Canopy of crimſon Velvet, richly emboſs'd 
with Gold, did they behold the luxurious Owner, 
ſupinely ſtretch'd, and ſmiling as he ſlept —Wou'd 
one not think, ſaid the Deity, that this Man were 
happy? the State and Grandeur of every thing 
about him, and that appearance of Sereniry in his 
Countenance, make him to be conſidet'd by un- 
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knowing Mortals as in a State completely bleſs'd3 
but ſoon you ſhall be witneſs how vaſtly different 
his Condition is even now, the late Idea's in his 
Brain, which flatter'd him with ſhadowy Joys, 
give way to real Horrors ee how he ſtarts |— 
what fierce Convulſions writhe his diſtorted Fea- 
tures Short, indeed, too late repenting Mor- 
tal! are thy Dreams of Pleaſure, but to a long E- 
ternity ſhall thy Woes endure—— dearly alas ! thou 
haſt thy Title purchas'd !-—In humble Innocence, 
how blefs'd thou might'ſt have been and how 
accurs'd has guilty Greatneſs made thee ! 

Here, paus'd a while the pity<moving Power, 
and the Stranger had full liberty of obſerving the 
various Changes which appear'd in the Countenance 
of him who ſlept, if one may be ſaid to ſleep, and 
yet retain the ſame, or a more poinant Senfation of 
pain than when awake———diſtrated with the 
Figures formful Fancy rais'd, he turn'd from ſide 
to {ide of his uneaſy Couch, and ſometimes utter'd 
Groans ſuch as the Soul ſends forth in the laſt 
ſtruggles of departing Life ——Behold ! ſaid the 
God of Love, the dire effects of wild Ambition, and 
the. thirſt of Gain, and warn the unthinking World, 
by his Example, to ſhun his Vices, and avoid his 
Fate. He is call'd Gerion, deſcended of a Fa- 
mily almoſt as ancient as the Iſland itſelf, and the 


Inheritor of an Eſtate inferior to few of the Com- 


monalty the Poſſeſſions he was maſter of, 
were indeed ſufficient to have contented a Man 
more greatly born, but covetous of more, and 
impatient of Precedence ; to purchaſe envy'd Gran- 
deur, he forfeited his Faith, his Honour, Conſcience, 
and every thing that Religion or Morality makes 
dear. Seduced at firſt by his own Pride and 


 Avarice, he eaſily fell a Prey to the Inſinuations of 


« Court-Paraſite; who by growing greatly vile, 
grew 


(5) 
grew greatly rich, and high in the eſteem of the un- 
thinking Vulgar ; with this Wretch the moſt dereſta» 
ble to the Gods of all that ever rais'd themſelves to 
power by Artifice, and the partial fayour of Supe- 
riors, did the deſigning Gerion enter into meaſures 
deſtructive to the Intereſt as well as Glory of their 
Country; and regarding no more than raiſing their 
own Fortunes, made a Sacrifice of all others that 
came within their reach ——lr is the Misfortune 
of a Sovereign to be leſs acquainted with the Affairs 
of the Country he rules over, than the meaneſt of 
his Subjects. He hears not the Complaints of 
the afflicted, but thro* the ears of others, whoſe 
Intereſt it is, perhaps, to repreſent things in a light 
vaſtly diflerent from what they are. He ſees not 
the galling load, under which a Million groan on- 
ly to ſupport the Ambition of a few; and if the 
Wiretches murmur, it is but their Diſcontent, not 
the Cauſe of it, he is made acquainted with: by 
this means the moſt excellent of Princes are look d 
upon as Tyrants their beſt concerted Schemes 
perverted their greateſt Benignities made ap- 
—— Self- intereſted. It is the buſineſs of an ill 

iniſtry to render the People ſuſpected by the 
Sovereign, and the Sovereign terrible to the People; 
by this management, they keep both the Power 
and Profit in their own hands, aſſume to themſelves 
all the Praiſes of a good Act, and throw the odium 
of an ill one on the Throne. Perrilio and Gerion, 
in conjunction with Trebiſond, take this Method: 
Gerion had no ſooner, by the Intereſt of the two 
other, got a conſiderable Poſt in the Government, 
than following exactly their Steps, he diſplaced all 
thoſe under him, who either had too great a ſenſe 
of Honeſty, or too little Artifice to be capable of 
aſſiſting the grand Project of engroſſiug the Nation's 
Wealth in a tew particular Coffers: the meaneſt 
| | B 3 Ser- 


Serritor that ſupply d Candles in an Office, waz 
obliged to buy his Poſt, and if there happen'd an 
Occaſion where ſuch a Perſon ſhou'd be call'd as 
an Evidence, be ready to pawn his Soul for the In- 
regrity of his Patron. How then is it poſſible for 
a Prince to arrive at the true knowledge of any 
thing beneath him, when thoſe employ'd by him 
have ſo many Reaſons to deceive him, and fo ma- 
ny ways to hinder others from diſcovering to him 
the Deception. But ſo much for the Sovereign, 
my deſign not being to enter into any Diſcourſe 
concerning him who governs this Ifland, who, tho? 


a Foreigner, was elected by the unanimous Voice 


of the Nobility and Commonalty, as well as that of 
the Senate, and has in him more Virtues, perhaps, 
than this Iſland is worthy of. 
the Object before our Eyes, the too late repenting 
Cerion numberleſs are the Miſchiefs which 
he bas drawn on the unſuſpecting Multitude, who 
finding themſelves wrong ' d, tho' ignorant by 
whom; are continually imploring the King of Gods 
for Vengeance and Redreſs ;——rthe firſt he has 
thought fit to grant, by ſending into the proud 
Offender's Soul ſharp-phang d Remorſe, the ſevereſt 
Fury that Wrath's eternal Store-houle yields, nor 
wou'd refuſe the other, did not their Crimes pre- 
vent his Mercy, ——nor is it Jupiter alone he has 


offended, ſcarce a God in the whole Hierarchy of 


Heaven's immortal Rulers, but whoſe Laws he has 
particularly tranſgreſs'd, but mine the moſt— 
once the humbleſt Votary at the Shrine of Lore, I 
pitied his Complaints, compaſſionated his Suffer- 
ings, and influenc'd the Heart of his, till then, ob- 
durate Fair, to own his Paſſion and reward his Ar- 
dours— from almoſt Childhood he had ador'd 
her, and as his Years increas'd, his flame grew with 
them 


— 
* 


never was a Love more violent, more 
e e tender, 


To return then to 


(7) 


tender, unleſs it were that with which it was at 
laſt repaid. ——But alas! how much have I repen- 
ted ſince, my ſending to her Soul thoſe ſoft Emo- 
tions, which prov'd ſo fatal to the Peace of Mind, 
the Honour, and afterwards the Life of that un- 
happy Maid. Tho? of a Birth equal to his own, 
a Fortune but little inferior to what he then cou*d 
hope, a Reputation unſully'd, and a moſt excel- 
lent Beauty; he no ſooner diſcover'd the adyan- 
tage he had gain'd over her, than he chang'd the 
form of his Addreſſes, and as he had never pre- 
ſum'd in her days of indifference to think of her 
but wich the utmoſt Honour, and plac'd his whole 
Felicity in the hope of obtaining the poſſeſſion of 
her by lawful means; he now entertain d wiſhes 
of a contrary nature, and reſolving, if poſſible, 
to ſatiate his Paſſion with her, look abroad for a 
Wife among thoſe more capable of gratifying thoſe 
ambitious Views, which he began now to have a 
notion of. In order to this, thoſe prompting De- 
mons, whoſe Inſtigations he ſubmitted himſelf to, 
furniſh'd him with a Stratagem, the blackeſt that 
ever was conſulted in the Counſel-room of Hell: 
his long Courtſhip, and the Reſpe& with which he 
had ever behav d to her, made her not in the leaſt 
ſuſpicious that he had any deſigns contrary to his 
Profeſſions, and not doubting but in a little time 
he wou'd be in poſſeſſion of a power, which wou'd 
entitle him to command, ſhe was without difficul- 
ty perſuaded to accompany him in a Viſir, as he 
pretended, to a Relation, who lived a few Miles 
out of Town. 'The Houſe he carried her to, was 
indeed handſome enough ro countenance his pre- 
tence, but the Owner of it was in reality ng ore 
than a Dependant on him, and who to gain his Fa- 
vour, wou'd ſcruple nothing: Being inſtructed by 
him in what manner ſhe ſhou'd act, ſhe perſona- 
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ted the Air of a Woman of Faſhion ſo well, that 
the unhappy Marrilla, for that was the Name of 
this lovely Infortunate, had not the leaſt doubt 
that ſhe was any other than the Perſon ſhe repre- 
ſented —A very noble Collation being provided, 
there was mix'd in fome of the Liquor which Mar- 
rilla drank, a ſleeping Potion, which in a few hours 
took from her the power of diſtinguiſhing any 
thing. 
In this helpleſs Condition was ſhe undreſs'd and 
ut into a Bed, where he perpetrated his villainous 
intention, and ſhe unknowingly, unyielding, fell 
the innocent Sacrifice of Luſt and Cruelty ; ſo 
effectually did the Doſe ſhe had taken operate, 
that ſhe awak'd nor till the Morning : But how 
terrible a ſhock was it to her half-recover'd Senſes, 
ro find him with her in a poſition which cou'd leave 
no room to hope ſhe had not been betray'd and 
ruin'd What Exclamations did not her dif- 
tracted Soul ſend forth How did ſhe reproach 
the Ungeneroſity of his proceeding !——How ac- 
cuſe herſelf for ſo readily believing the Proteſta-' 
tions he had made to her! But not all her Anguiſh 
had the power to move the unrelenting Heart of 
the remorſeleſs Gericn. He fail'd not, indeed, to 
excuſe what he had done, in the moſt tender terms, 
and to appeaſe the Rage he ſaw her in, made no 
ſeruple of prophaning me. My influence had 
the blame of a Deed which had been inſpir'd by a 
Paſſion the moſt contrary to Love, and which none 
vho had not utterly renounc'd me, cou'd have been 
guilty of.—— But this he did, not ſo much thro? 
Compaſſion for her, as becauſe he fear'd if ſhe con- 
tinued in this extremity of Grief, the cauſe of it 
might be reveal'd to her Father, who was at that 
time living, and had he known the wrong his be- 
loyed Daughter had ſuſtain d, wou'd have fouud 
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ns either for Redreſs or Vengeance But 
alas ! how eaſily are weak Women impos'd on! Hig 
counterfeit Softneſs prevail'd fo far on her, as to 
make her not only pardon him, but permic him 
alſo to renew thoſe Raptures with her own Conſent, 
which to know he had enjoy'd, had lately coſt her 
ſo many 'Tears ; and it was this criminal Conde- 
ſcenſion, this fond Infatuation, which loſt her the 
protection of the Gods, drove her good Angel 
from her ſide, and abandon'd her to all che Miſeries 
which attend that Sex, when looſe Deſire gets the 
better of Virtue. ; 
For ſome little time he continu'd to make a ſhewr 
of loving her, ſtill inventing ſome ſpecious pretence 
for delaying the celebration of their Marriage: but 
her Father, whoſe Reſentment alone he ſtood in 
fear of, happening to be ſeiz d with a violent Fe- 
ver, which took him from the World in a few days, 
the Ingratitude and Treachery of the inhuman 
Gerion appear'd without diſguiſe; he no lon» 
ger gave himſelf the trouble of deceiving her. 
he deſiſted viſiting her,——nay, to that degree of 
rudeneſs did the ' Ingratitude of his Diſpoſition 
tranſport him, that he ſeemed proud of lighting 
her, and wou'd frequently paſs by her Houſe with- 
out ſeeming to remember he ever had an acquain- 
tance with any body in it. It wou'd be too 
tedious to recite the many endearing Letters and 
Meſlages ſhe ſent to him; you may eaſily imagine 
ſhe omitted nothing that cou'd give her hope of re- 
claiming him, but her endeavours ſery'd only 
ro render her more completely miſerable, as they 
gave her a greater light into the Principles and Hu- 
mour of the Man, by whom ſhe had ſuffer'd her- 
{elf to be impos'd on. To add to the Calamity 
of her Condition, ſhe found herſelf with Child, 
and the apprehenſions of being expos'd. to the 
enn $1 Cen- 
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Cenſure of an unpitying World, join'd to her De- 
ſpair, and diſappointed Love, made her reſolve to 
put a period to thoſe Misfortunes which ſhe could 
not remedy : Her preſent Woes took from her 
the power of reflecting on what hereafter might en- 
ſue; ſhe either remembred not what puniſnments 
are decreed by the omnipotent Jupiter, for thoſe, 
who preventing his decree, forcibly expel the 
Breath jnſpir'd by him, or thought em trivial in 
competition with thoſe ſhe labour'd under; in 
fine, ſhe ſwallow'd Poiſon, and with herſelf de- 
ſtroy'd the innocent Effect of her roo guilty flame. 
The unborn Infant owed its death to her who 
ought to have given it Birth, doubly a Murd'reſs 
of herſelf and Child ! She ſunk, unhoping Mercy, 
and deſpiſing Judgment. Thus loaded with 
the moſt unnatural Crime Humanity can commit, the 
eternal Judges doom'd her to wander a long race 
of Years, ſhut out from Commerce and Society, 
throꝰ the wild Regions of the trackleſs Air, whence 
ſhe at diſtance views the bliſsful Realms where 
happy Spirits dwell, but without hope of ever en- 
tring there——Condemn'd to miſery even by her 
own Conſcience! that unceaſing, that moſt cruel 
Monitor ! her former fatal Sofrneſs, Horror now 
turns to Fury, and by deſpair, and the dire Senſe 
of ever-during Woe provok'd, now like the Fiends, 
can find no Eaſe but in infliting Pain; yet, 
by ſupreme Juſtice guided, on Gerion alone, the in- 
human Author of her Fate, the weight of all her 
Vengeance falls,. in dreadful Shapes each 
Night ſhe haunts his Pillow, —torms all his 
Dreams,—and, aided by avenging Nemeſis, whirls 
thro” his tormented Brain, ſuch torturing Ideas as 
make this Life a Hell, and give a ſample horribl 

to Thought, of that which is hereafter decree 
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Before the putting in practice the dreadful De- 
termination of her Soul, ſhe wrote to Gerion, in- 
forming him of her Deſign, and that nothing ſhou'd 
prevail on her to live under the Reflection of two 
ſuch irreparable Misfortunes, as the eſtrangement 
of his Affection, and the publick loſs of Honour. 
But he either believing what ſhe ſaid, ſprung only 
from the preſent Pangs of Jealouſy and di ſappoin- 
ted Love, or regardleſs of what her Rage might in 

ood earneſt tranſport her to, gave no other An- 
wer to this Letter, than he had done to many for- 
mer ones; which was, to tell the Meſſenger, that 
it requir'd none. He was ſo little concern'd when 
he heard of her death, that he marry'd ſoon after 
a Lady, to whom, for ſome time, he had made his 
Addreſſes.— ſhe is deſcended of a Family more 
eminent for Beauty than any other valuable Qua- 
lIification ;-———her Siſter, tho* ſome Years paſt her 
Bloom, ſtill maintains the Conqueſt, which her 
Charms long ſince boaſted, over the Heart of one of 
the moſt accompliſh'd Princes in the Ifland ; and 
the Mother of them, had attractions to captivate 
a Monarch, by whom, before her Marriage, ſhe 
had a Son, whoſe Actions and undaunted Spirit 
demonſtrate him- ro be ſprung from the greateſt 
Man in the World, as his perſonal Perſections 

from the lovelieſt Woman. 
But how ſhort-liv'd are the Joys which Beauty 
yields! the Charms of the Mind, and Agreeable- 
neſs of Humbur, alone can render Marriage pleaſing | 
The Wife of Gerion, tho? poſſeſsd of every out- 
ward Grace, that can render a Woman lovely to 
the Eyes of Men, is of a Spirit fo untam'd, a 
Temper ſo moroſe, as renders it uneaſy even to be 
of her acquaintance, but to live with her, a per- 
fect Hell Her eteznal-Clamours, and unceaſing 
Piſcontent, make his days hateful as his nights 
1 % 13 KF . \ are 
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are hideous His waking hours perſecuted 
by this mortal Fury, and his ſleeps haunted with in- 
fernal Spirits, he only proves variety of Anguiſh, 
——condemn'd to know no eaſe in Life; and when 
the dreadful Day of diſſolution comes, to prove at 
full the Torments he has had a taſte of here. 
This, indeed he has to boaſt, that from the firſt 
moment of his Marriage to this hour, he never had 
the leaſt cauſe for Jealouſy, which is counted as a 
Prodigy by thoſe who are acquainted with the Foi- 
blesof the Family he has married into; but whether 
the Chaſtity of his Wife be owing to a real principle 
of Virtue, or to the natural ſourneſs of her Diſ- 
poſition, has been the occaſion of many diſputes 
among thoſe who are capable of informing them- 
ſelves no farther than what the outſide ſhew makes 
known : but I, who ſee into her Heart, have often 
ſmil'd at the Conflict I have beheld between ill- 
nature and defire,—a thouſand times has ſhe 
been ſollicited even by the Man, whom to enjoy, 
ſhe wou'd gladly hazard Life; but the very 
Thought, that in obliging herſelf, ſhe muſt oblige 
another, renders her deaf to his entreaties, and inex- 
orable to his wiſhes, and makes herſelf moſt wret- 
ched rather than make him bleſs'd, tho? it be even 
the only Creature on Earth form'd moſt to pleaſe 
her taſte: Love is what ſhe never knew, her rough 
obdurate Temper defies the Delicacies of my flame, 
and thoſe wiſhes which frequently prove very much 
her Tormentors, are not by me, but by Dame 
Nature only rais d. But I will not waſte the 
precious Moments on a Subject ſo little deſerving 
your regard : I ſhall in this day's progreſs, conti- 
nu'd the all-giving Power, preſent you with Inſtances 
more ſurprizing than Imagination can form any I- 
dea of, how much dim- ſighted Mortality contri- 
bptes'to its own Wretchedneſs. | Th 
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The Deity had no ſooner left off ſpeaking, than 
ſwifter than ſtarting Thought, or > =p quick Mo- 
tion of the viſual Ray, the Stranger found himſelf 
tranſported to a different Scene, ——a Palace more 
dazling than ever the moſt luxurious Fancy pre- 
ſented to the inventive Brain The choiceſt 
Riches of the Eaſt adorn'd each pompous Room. 
The high-arch'd Cielings with glittering bright- 
neſs ſeem'd to diſcloſe another Heaven The 
cryſtal Portals ſwinging on goldenHinges were pan- 
nell'd with Emeralds, Topaz's, and the bluſhing 
Ruby, whoſe blendedLuſtre, by refraction doubled, 
even pain'd the Eye that gaz'd upon ĩit The Mar- 
ble Floors were cover'd o'er with richeſt Tapeſtry, 
in which was curiouſly interwoven the various 
Hiſtories of each different Age from Time's firſt 
Era! — On Agate Tables Rood Jaſper Jars, 
fill'd with Perfumes, ſuch as Devotion offers to the 
Gods! To charm the Ear, unſeen Muſicians 
tuned their various Inſtruments with ſphere- like 
Harmony -In fine, ſo raviſhing did every 
thing appear to the admiring Stranger, that ſcarce 
cou'd he diſtinguiſh which of his Senſes felt ghe 
higheſt pleaſure, all were tranſported ! all were 
loſt in an extatick wonder: which the Deity per- 
ceiving, Wou'd you not think, ſaid he, that the 
labour'd Magnificence of this Structure, was in- 

vented to gratify a Monarch's Wiſh 2 What can 
Ambition covet more than here you ſee? Let is 
the Owner deſcended of a Race unknown, un- 
talk'd of, till one of them, by an Action dreadful 
to remembrance, hateful to the World, and aſto- 
niſhing even to the Gods, render'd himſelf remark- 
ably infamous and deteſtable ; for a mean Hire from 
a rebellious Faction, he embrued his. relentleſs 
hands in the warm Blood of the beſt and greateſt 


of Mankind, and to ſend before his time a Saint 
, to 


(14) 
to Heaven, rank'd himſelf, while on Earth, equal 
with the Fiends.— By this, however, and ſome 
other dire Exploits, he rais'd his Fortune; and his 
Poſterity, by perſevering in their Father's Princi- 

les, grew great—Lucilius, the Maſter of this 
Rarely Palace, is of the third Deſcent ;—a long ex- 
perience in the trade of War, has furniſhed him 
with Wiles and Stratagems, which join'd with a 
natural Boldneſs, and a daring Spirit, has often 
made him bring home Victory from the Field of 
Battle, renown'd his Name, and fill'd his Coffers 
with the Treaſures of conquer'd Princes. Some 
Virtues, indeed, he boaſts, might make him juſtly 
famous, did not Vanity and the moſt intolerable Pride 
eclipſe their luſtre; and inſtead of that admiration 
he wou' d be thought to merit, renders him an Ob- 
ject only of Contempt to thoſe who ſtand not. in fear 
of his power, and of Hatred to thoſe that do.—— 
Men the moſt eminent for illuſtrious Birth, a long 
and diſintereſted Service of their Country, fine 
Senſe, or-any other extraordinary Qualification, if 
in a Poſt beneath him; he treats as Creatures un- 
worthy the honour of his notice ;——a Bow is 
what long ſince he has forgot to make; a Nod, or 
Smile, or any token of remembrance, is to be high- 
ly favour'd:——nor does he behave with more ar- 
- Togance to thoſe of his own Sex, than he has done 
with uncourtlineſs to the other—My power he long 
held ar defiance, blaſphemed my Name,-—and 
ſcorn'd the influence of my Darts ;—— Mars was 
the only Deity he invok'd, and to reward his Zeal, 
that ſullen God rendred his Breaſt as invulnerable 
to my Shafts, as to the Spears of his Enemies in 
Battle ; nor cou'd I reach his Heart, till enrag'd 
at the continu'd Inſolence of the preſuming Mor- 
tal, my Mother Venus ſoftned the rugged Power, 
to give permiſſion that he ſhou'd feel the Pains _ 
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ſelf had yielded to; then to Placidia diſpenſed 
ſome of her own immortal Charms, and with her 
Ceſtus deck d the Heaven-favour'd Nymph:: 
thro” her bright Eyes I found an eaſy paſſage to 
his Soul, and when once there, exerted my whole 
force, and made each Faculty ſubſervient to my 
will. At once he finds himſelf another Man 
No more Ambition ſtirs his anxious Mind No 
more he pants for War, and longs for Glory 
The Laurel Garland now he throws aſide, and 
courts the Myrtle Wreath His ſhining Armour 
in a Corner ruſts, while in the Glaſs he practiſes 
new Airs to charm !—His former Companions of 
the Field forſakes, and in their room conſults the 
Taylor, the Perfumer, and the Dancing-Maſter ; 
with awkard Trip, gay Dreſs, and rich Arabian 
Scents attempts to move che Fair, and thinks to 
make amends for want of Youth with Shew. But 
now was the time to take vengeance for the re- 
peated Injuries he has done my Godhead. ——F 
brought before the fair Placidia's Eyes a Form 
which might have charm'd the Queen of Beauty's 
ſelf ;—— Adonis was not half ſo lovely, nor has the 
God of Wit more ſoft, more ſweet, more Soul- 
perſuaſive Eloquence;——in vain the antiquated 
Fop adores and dies, in vain he lays before her 
Feet, the Spoils of conquer'd Kings:——in vain 
his Wealth, his mighty Name, his Titles plead; 
the conſcious Maid, pleas'd with more ſolid Joys, 
for Love and equal Youth deſpiſes all; in ſilent 
Shades and cool Retreats, the happy Pair conceal 
themſelves from envious Eyes, in Tranſports paſs 
the unheeded hours away, riot in Bliſs, and prove 
the Divinity of that flame, which burns with mu- 
tual ardours and unceaſing vigour !—while ſcorn'd 
Lucilius pines and deſpairs in unavailing Pomp; his 
attachment to Placidia, ſo took up all his time, * 
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he neglected thoſe attendances expected from 
him, by which means, he has not only diſoblig'd 
thoſe Friends by whoſe Intereſt he was at firſt pro- 
moted, but has alſo rais'd ſuſpicions in the Sove- 
reign's breaſt, which has already been of great 
diſſervice to him. It is the general hope of thoſe 
his Pride has wrong'd, that he will ſoon be re- 
duc'd to a ſtate of dependance and interceſſion ſuch 
as theirs; and if ſo, how few will he find to pity 
or relieve him? Nor are their Wiſhes vain z this 
huge Coloſſus, that, with imperious ſtride, ſtretch'd 
his extenſive power oer Land and Sea, and kept 
ſuperior Worth in aw'd ſubmiſſion, will ſhortly 
tumble down, apd- crumble into Atoms! Tis ſo 
decreed by Fate and Jupiter, nor can the God of 
Battle any longer protect his Votary from the 
Complaints of wrong d Aſtrea, and the impatient 
Pleadings of avenging Nemefis. | 
During the latter part of this Diſcourſe, the 
Stranger perceived ſeveral Servants running-back- 
wards and forwards thro' the Apartments, with 
confuſion in their Looks, and preſently after were 
uſher'd in by a Page, three or four grave Gentle- 
men, who no ſooner were paſs d by, than the 
Deity proſecuted his Narration in theſe Words. 
Already, ſaid he, has he warnings of the approa- 
ches of his Fate, he perceives each hour his Power 
and Intereſt decreaſe, and the Agonies of his 
Mind have thrown his Body into ſo great a Diſor- 
der, that willing, however, toa«ſuſtain the falling 
Fabrick as long as poſſible, the Leatned are conſul- 
ted. "Thoſe Perſons you ſaw juſt now conducted 
in with ſo much Ceremony, are the ' moſt skilful 
Profeſſors in the Life-preſerving Science, of any this 
Iſland boaſts : He, who walk'd firſt with awe-in- 
ſpiring Mien, is the great Favourite of Eſculapius ; 
there's not a Health-reſtoring Herb, or 3 
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Prag, which Learning and deep Study has not made 
familiar to him. — The next in Merit, equal in 
Fame, by modeſt Chearfulneſs, and ſweet - beco- 
ming Smiles, denotes the natural Compaſſion and 
henignity of his Diſpoſition, and that tis his De- 
light, as well as Intereſt, to ſave.— The third, 
auſtere in Looks, has yet a tender Soul; and oft, 
when fatal Atropos has well-nigh cut the Thread of 
Life, has by his Skill and Care cemented it more 
ſtrongly than before— The laſt, is of a Practice 
different from theſe, among the Fair his Art is 
chiefly proved : a Votary of Lucina's, and by that 
7 Goddeſs bleſs'd with ſuperior Succeſs, and crown'd 
FX with Fame.— A Viſit here is more for State than 
Service: But having mention'd him, I cannot drop 
the Theme without informing you, that tho lon 

paſt thoſe vigorous Years which Woman-kind a- 
dores, a Form ne'er made for ſoft Delights, and 
eminent in nothing but an Art, which while the 
Fair are forc'd to prove, is ſhocking ro Remem- 
brance ; yet he, I lay, with all theſe Diſadvanta- 
ges about him, has found the way to move the 
Heart of one of the greateſt Princeſſes in Utopia — 
Happ'ning on ſome occaſion to make a Voyage thi- 
ther, he found her drowned in Tears, and half 
expiring by the Side of the deceaſed Prince her 
Husband, and crying out in the moſt ſeeming Bit- 
terneſs of Soul, that there was now nothing left 
on Earth worth living for, and vowing ſhe would 
be buried with him.— Paſſions when violent, and 
at firſt indulg'd, grow ſooneſt cool; the Doctor 
found the happy Secret to mitigate her Grief, and 
ſoon, alas! *rwas ſoon indeed, inſpir'd her with a 
contrary Paſſion, All the remembrance of the Gra- 
ces, the Perſections of her dead Husband, ſeem'd 
now buried in his Tomb; the ſoft Obſequiouſneſs 


of this new Adorer, took up all her Thoughts, and 
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Inclination taking part with his Perſuaſions, bes 
cauſe he was too mean to become her Husband, 
conſented to be his by a way leis honourable than 
that of Marriage. In fine, ſhe has by him a 
Boy, who for Beauty is frequently compared to 
the God of Love ; and when the doating Mother 
takes him in her Arms, inſpires her with a Ten- 
derneſs which often makes her burſt out into theſe, 
or the like rapturous Exprefſions : — Sure the 
- Power which influenc'd thy begetting, has adorn'd 
thee with his own ſuperior Charms, on purpoſe to 
convince the miſtaken World, that Love is the 
Deity moſt worthy to be ador d.— Behold then, 
continu'd the Deity, how wonderful is my Influ- 
ence when not oppos'd by him who is too fre- 
quently my Enemy, the God of Wit— In this 
Affair, with mine he joined his Power, and taught 
the Doctor ſuch prevailing Words, as Woman could 
not liſten to unmov'd.— The Pride of Virtue, 
and the Pomp of Grandeur, are Motives too, roo 
weak, when Love and Wit conſpire to warm the 
Heart, and thrill the throbbing Breaſt with ſofter 
and more pleaſing Wiſhes, | 
As the Deity was in this part of his Diſcourſe, 
| a ſudden loud knocking at the Gate occaſion'd 
- him to break off; but after a little pauſe, Now ! 
now ! reſum'd he, begins the Certainty of Lucilius's 
Fate to glare upon him Meſſengers are arrivd 
from the Palace-Royal, to take from him ſome of 
thoſe Poſts he has ſo ill fill'd up; and &er yet the 
Sun reaches his mid-day Courſe, more dreadful 
News will ſhock his haughty Soul, and join with 
the Diſeaſe he labours under, to drive him from 
the World; not that 'tis decreed by Fate that he 
fo ſoon ſhould know a period to his Woes —<—— 
Fallen from his Height, diſgrac'd, abandon'd, ſhall 
he linger out a certain Space of 'Time, wile 
a or 


x. _—. 
for Death, and yet condemn'd to live. But 
this unhappy Wretch, inſolent as he has been in 
Crimes, 4 guilty than the avaricious Sar- 
pedon; to we'll next direct ourSteps, and when 
I have diſclos'd the monſtrous Stratagems by which 
that worſe than Cannibal has drawn into his power 
Numbers of his helpleſs Fellow-creatures, and 
under a form of Juſtice, devourꝰd their Subſtance and 
prey'd on their very Vitals, nor all the amazing 
and tremendous Villanies you have already ſeen, 
will prevent an additional Aſtoniſhment, that the 
Divine Aſtrea has ſo long endur'd the prophana- 
tion of her ſacred Name, that her Complaints have 
not long ſince prevail'd on the omnipotenrt Jupiter, 
to thunder down his heavieſt Vengeance on the 
bold Offender's Head: or, that the leſs guilty 
Mortals, who with Wonder and Deteſtation have 
beheld his Crimes, have not join'd to drive him 
out from Poſts of Truſt and Power, to baniſh him 
from Commerce and Society, and hunt him as the 
common Enemy of his own Specie. 

With theſe Words they departed from the Pa- 
lace of Lucilius, but in the way to that to which 
the Deity intended to conduct the wond*rin 
Youth, paſſing thro' a pleaſant Walk, a Proſpe 
preſented itſelf to the admiring Stranger's View, 
which appear'd more lovely, more inchanting far 
than any thing he had ever ſeen before. It was a 
Bower compos'd of meeting Trees, whoſe mingling 
Arms wreathing themſelves in amorous Foldings, 
ſeem'd to defy the Heat of Mid-day's Sun, and 
waſted up and down by gentleBreezes,beckon'd the 
Traveller to ſweet Repoſe, beneath the Umbrage 
of their refreſhing Shade. The Situation of this 
Bower of Bliſs was at the foot of a moſt delight- 
ful Hill, whence ſeveral little Caſcades contributed 
to the Pleaſure of the Place, by joining in concert, 
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as it were, the Fall of Waters to the melodious 
warbling of the Birds, which in great abundance 
neſted in the fragrant Grove. The Joy-creating 
Power perceiving how much his illuſtrious Gueſt 
was charm'd with the Beauties of this ſweet Re- 
ceſs, led him farther into it, till deſcending on 
graſſy Steps, they beheld a kind of Couch, or dou- 
ble-ſeated Chair, made all of Rock-work ; Mother 
of Pearl, Corral, and ſome of every ſort of Shell 


which the rich Ocean yields, adorn'd the cu- 
rious Structure. On it ſupinely lay a bloom- 


ing Beauty, on whoſe Face and Form Nature had 
beſtow'd ſuch a profuſion of uncommon Charms, 
that ſhe ſeem'd more than human. Struak 
to the Soul, and all amaz'd at ſo raviſning an Ob- 
ject, the Stranger cou'd think no other, than that 
by the Power of the Divinity waich accompanied 
him, he had been ſuddenly tranſported to thoſe 
bliſsful Regions where Harmony immortal reigns, 
and which Mortals are permitted to know bur in 
Idea, and that the dazling Form he now beheld, 
was in reality the Queen of Beaury and of Love.— 
Poſſeſs d of this Imagination, he was about to 
throw himſelf on the Earth in humble Adoration, 
when the. Deity ſeeing into his Thoughts, pre- 
vented him, and with'a Smile which diſclos'd ten 
thouſand heavenly Graces till then unmark'd by 
the adventurous Youth, Forbear, ſaid he to him ; 
the Charmer you behold, tho” of a Form the moſt 
perfect of her Kind, is but a Mortal as you are, 
and in her Soul a meer, meer Woman ! Ambition, 
Vanity, and Pride take up her Thoughts, and 
leave no room for nobler Deſires. But *tis 
needleſs, continued he, to relate her Character, yon- 
der I ſee approaching, a Lady big with a Reſent- 
ment which will vent itſelf in Reproaches, ſuch 


as cannot fail of letting you into the whole * 
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reis frail Beauty's Conduct. He ſpoke no more; 


for the Stranger turning his Eyes to that part of 
the Bower where the God of tender Wiſhes ſeem'd 
to point, immediately ſaw a Woman enter, of a 
graceful Preſence, and agreeable Air, tho* ſome- 


IE what advanc'd inYears, and her Countenance ex- 


tremely ruffled with her inward Agitations : Our 
Traveller being by the Influence of his Divine Con- 
ductor render d inviſible to human Eyes, heard 


8 her expreſs herſelf without Reſerve, in theſe, or 
the like Terms: You do well, Daughter, ſaid 
TE Fe, in this Retreat, to ſcreen yourſelf from the 
V pbraidings of your injured Lord, and the juſt 


Cenſures of the aſtoniſh'd World: but think 
not, continued ſhe, that even this Receſs, this ſhame- 


| y ö ful Scene of your too guilty Pleaſures, has Privacy 


ſufficient to conceal your Crimes from jealous Cu- 


riolity, and violated Honour. You have 
brought Infamy into a noble Family, which for a 
long Series of Ages maintain'd itſelf unblemiſtd, 
and would ſtill have done ſo, had not your fatal 
Beauty been the bane of all its Glory. — She 
was about to proſecute her Revilings, if the other, 
who unmov'd had ſeen her enter, had not rais'd 
herſelf from the Couch on which ſhe lay, 
and with an indolent and neglecting Air, inter- 
rupted her in theſe Words; Hold, Madam, cry'd ſhe, 
I entreat you to forbear, for your own ſake ; take 
my word for it, that there is nothing in Nature 
ſo deſtructive to Beauty as exceſſive Paſſion ; + 
beſides, yours ſeems ſo extravagant, that I fear it 
will be equally fatal to your Reaſon. I know 
myſelf ſo perfectly innocent of what you accuſe 
me of, that I think you rather ought to thank me 
for the encreaſe of Honour my Alliance has brought 
your Family, than tax me with the want of ir, — 
But I deſire to know, added ſbe, for what imagin*d 
C 3 Cauſe: 
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Cauſe I am thus treated! Was ever ſuch an In- 
ſolence? reſumed the other fiercely, (and lifting up her 
Eyes and Hands to Heaven, in token of Amazement) 
you certainly cake pride to hear your Shame re- 
peated ; is not your Intrigue with the Prince De 
Comus too publick, tor you to flatter yourſelf with 
a Belief that any who have heard your Name are 
ignorant of it? Do not his very Pages talk loudly 
of it? Nay, your own Servants, do they not 3 
ſmile, and nod whenever you paſs by them, and 
by a thouſand intelligible Grimaces, teſtify the 
Senſe they have of your perfidious Wantonneſs, and 
your unhappy Lord's Diſhonour. Oh that it 
had pleas d the Gods, purſued ſhe, burſting into Tears | 
of mingled Grief and Rage, my Son had married the 
moſt deformed, nay, the meaneſt, and moſt abje& 
too of the whole Sex, if adorn'd with Modeſty MR 
and Virtue, rather than made himſelf thus more 
accurſt, to bear the load of Shame which guilty Ml 
Beauty and diſhonour'd. Greatneſs brings on the Mi 
wretched Husband ! She had ſcarce finiſh'd this 
Exclamation, when the lovely Criminal fell into ſuch of 
a fit of Laughter, that it render'd her for ſome time 
incapable of anſwering, as the Surprize at this part 
of her Behaviour did her Accuſer from adding 
any thing to what ſhe had already ſaid ; but the 
former, leſs agirated by Paſſion, had firſt the Pow- 
er of Recollection, and with a Look and Voice 
which expreſs'd nothing but Diſdain, reply'd ta 
her in this manner. *Tis by many Years too late, 
Madam! ſaid ſbe, for your Ladyſhip to ſet up for 
a Prude; had you, ſome Ages paſt, obey'd thoſe 
Maxims you would now lay down for me, thoſe 
prodigious Pretenſions to Virtue would have been 
leſs ridiculous.—- Ir looks like Envy now, and 
want of Power yourſelf to taſte thoſe Joys you 
would debar another from poſleſſing, not * 
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I own your Accuſations juſt ; — but had I re- 
ally yielded to every Wiſh of that accompliſh d 
Prince, I ſhould not think I brought Diſhonour on 


4 the Man, whoſe Mother has been ſo deeply cen- 


IF Power. She concluded theſe Words with a mali- 


ſur'd for her known Intrigues with Perſons as in- 
ferior to her in Quality, as I am to the Royal 
Comus. *Tis Infamy, indeed, when we de- 
ſcend to the Embraces of a Wretch beneath us; 
but when by our ſuperior Charms we are diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the leſs worthy part of Woman kind, 
by one who by his Greatneſs and his Merits is en- 
titled to the choice of the whole Sex, it adds a 
Luſtre ro our Beauty, and opens the Eyes of the 
before unheeding World to fee, and own our 


cious Smile, and haughty Toſs of her Head; while 
the other almoſt burſting with Indignation, could: 
utter no more than ſome incoherent Exclamations, 
ſuch as, Was ever ſo much Inſolence! —— ſuch 
an unparallel'd Aſſurance ! But do not 
think I'll bear it! —Nor ſhall my Son, your Huſ- 
band, be long without the means of Revenge 
And then again, Reflect on my unblemiſh'd 
Conduct Throw your impudent Aſper- 
ſions on my known Virtue! The tearing of the 
Fan, the ſtamp of the Foot, and other ſuch- like 
Geſtures accompanied theſe Expreſſions, but want- 
ing Words to teſtify as ſhe would have done the 
Spite ſhe conceiv'd at thoſe galling Reflections 
with which the young Lady had reply'd to her 
Reproaches, ſhe flung out of the Bower half ſuſſo- 
cated with unavailing Rage. She was no ſooner 
out of ſight, than her fair Daughter- in- law, as little 
regardful of her Anger as ſhe had been of her Re- 
monſtrances, ſtarted from the Couch on which ſhe 
had been all this time fitting, and with a gay Air 

and Motion, ſinging, 
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Cares would in vain annoy me, 
Love ſhall alone employ me. 


tript down a Walk of Myrtles, which led to a!mag- 
nificent Palace, where tis highly probable ſhe ated 
the buſineſs of the Song. 

Behold-! ſaid the Divine Inſpirer of the ſofteſt Paſ- 
ſien, in theſe two Ladies, the Diſpoſitions which 
are ordinarily to be found in Woman- kind. 
That Sex is for the moſt part in Extremes; either 
Pride and Ambition — up their giddy Souls, 
and renders them regardleſs of any other Merit 
than Grandeur; or gevoting themſelves to looſe 
Deſires, become a Prey to every Object, without 
diſtinction, which ſeems agreeable to the preſent 
Inclination.— How deteſtable to the Gods, 
and all good Men, are either of theſe 'Tempera- 


ments —— The former, indeed, is accounted by 


the World as the moſt prudent, becauſe Men are 
generally too ungrateful for the Favours they re- 
ceive from pure Affection, and for the moſt part 
uſe thoſe Women worſt who love them beſt ; bur 
the latter is of that odious Nature, that the very 


Wretch who lives but by the ſhametul Trade, ab- 


hors it, and loaths and ſcorns his diſſolute Bene- 
fatreſs——— So certain is it, that tho' the Act 
is ſtill the ſame in all, the chaſteſt Matron and the 
lewdeſt Proſtitute ; yet Love, as it alone can give 
a Santlion to the rewarded Flame, alone renders it 
a Joy. — My Influence is ſuperior to Law; 
where I with mutual Ardor inſpire the mingling 
Souls, the Bodies cannot fin ; but without me, even 
the Marriage-bed is unhallow'd and prophane. 

- With theſe Words they arrived at the Houſe of 
Sarpedon, and every Paſſage opening to give them 
way, they paſs d directly to his Cloſer, — — 
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7 found him buſily employ'd in counting over a vaſt 
Sum of Gold into a huge Bag, which a Perſon of a 


graceful Appearance held to receive it: See there, 


aid the Deity, the Price of Guilt; the Extortion, 


the Avarice of the vile Sarpedon, having drawn 


"IT from a ruin'd Million of unhappy Wretches, all 


that the careful Induſtry of their Predeceſſors had 
heap'd for them, and their ſucceeding Gene- 
rations, the Law took notice of it, and Judges 


IT vere appointed to inſpect into the Juſtice of the 
Complaints which were daily made; as alſo by 


what means a Man, born of a Family obſcure, and 


3 ö the Inheritor of but a ſmall portion of Land in a 
diſtant County, ſhould in a few Years be the 
"EE maſter of Poſſeſſions ſuperior to moſt part of the 


Nobility. Some Patriots this Iſland boaſts, 
WW whoſe Scrutiny wou'd have unravell'd all, and 


I brought the whole dark Scene of his unparallel'd- 


Villany to light; — but what, alas! cannot the 
Power of Gold effect? He who with greedy 
Eyes views the bright Droſs, and ſtretches wide 
the extenſive Bag to make it hold yet more, iscalled 
Maltolius, Head of the Senate, and Chief of thoſe 
commiſſion'd either to condemn, or acquit the guilty 
Sarpedon, and is by this Bribe prevail'd upon to ſeal 
his Pardon, and regardleſs of the wronged Wi- 
dow, and unfriended Orphans Cryes, ſhares with- 
their cruel Oppreſlor, and makes himſelf a Partner 
of the other's Crimes. In vain the brave 
Agenor, that Glory of his Country! that unrival'd 
Hero! pleaded, entreated, nay, with modeſt Threats 
demanded Juſtice —— In vain Cleanthus, learned 
in the Law, produc'd Precedents of Puniſhments 
inflited on the like Offenders, Maltolius's Power 
made all Endeavours fruitleſs, and prophan'd Aftrea 
flew frighted from the Place, and left Corruption 


free. 
But 
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But ſhou'd I, purſu'd the God, with a deep Sigh, 


) which ſeem'd to ſhake his heavenly Breaſt, ſhould I re- 


late the means by which Maltolius has reach'd this 


height of Intereſt and Power, it would not only 


take up too much of the Day, but alſo ſeem too 
ſhocking for Belief, tho" coming from an unerring 
Mouth. It ſhall, therefore, ſuffice to ſay, 
that all, and more than can be conceiv'd of Per- 
jury, Deceit, Hypocriſy, Ingratitude, and Self- in- 


tereſtedneſs, combine to make him compleat in 


Villany —— Some time ago, when he was ſteal- 
ing himſelf into the favour of ſome Men in Power, 


and whom he has ſince plotted to deſtroy, having 


occaſion for a ſmall Sum of Money, to maintain a 
Port ſuitable to the Expectations which were then 
beginning to ripen in his Breaſt, and which was 
neceſſary to create an Eſteem in ſome Inferiors 
whom he deſign'd for the Tools of his Ambition; 
he borrow'd 500 Ducats of a Citizen, with a mil- 
lionof Promiſes that as ſoon as it was in his power, 
he would not only return the Money, bur alſo make 
the Lender a great Man,—— Bur, alas ! how were 
his Expectations diſappointed, when hapning after 


to fall into great Misfortunes, and Maltolius to be 


rais'd to the utmoſt height to which his Ambition 
could aſpire, he applied to him for a ſmall Poſt 
which he knew was wholly in his diſpoſal, he ask'd 
him if he had 200 Ducats to beſtow !——— The 
poor Citizen, ſhock'd as he was at the ungrateful 
Demand, had preſence enough of mind to tell him, 
that his Lordſhip kad reaſon to be ſenſible he had 
once more than twice that Sum either to lend or 
give. But theſe Words were ſo far from ma- 
king the proud Man aſham'd of what he had ſaid, 
that he coolly anſwer d him, That nothing of the 
nature he requir d could be granted without Mo- 
ney; and that he had ask d no more of him * 
| 9 
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from him, and notwithſtanding his Misfortunes, of 


a Spirit too great to make many Submiſſions to a 
perſon who had been oblig'd to him, the unhappy 
WE Petitioner made his Congee, and departed the 


Room with this Reflection, That he perceiv'd none 


could be-prefer'd by him, but ſuch as either had the 


good fortune to pleaſe his Wife, or by Perjury, and a 
known Contempt of Honour and common Honeſty, 
were qualified for his own Service. Maltolius cou d 


not avoid hearing theſe Words, but he ſeem'd not 


to do it; and knowing it was no way in the power 
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Jof the Injur'd to revenge himſelf, was little con- 
cern'd at what his Thoughts were of him. There 
are a thouſand Stories of this kind with great truth 


related of him, but this one is enough to let you 


A into the Ingratitude of his 'Temper, as the Bribe 


you ſee him take from Sarpedon is of his Avarice 
and Injuſtice : Bur of all high Heaven's immorrtal 
Rulers, there is none whoſe Power he has with ſo 
mach Arrogance offended, as mine ! Not all 


the Buſineſs which Ambition brings, not all the 


Schemes which his unwearied Brain has ſtill been 
forming, for added Greatneſs and Increaſe of 
Wealth, — not all the Fears, Uncertainties, and 
racking Doubts, which plague the Soul, involv'd 
in dark Deſigns, could ſo much take up his 
Thoughts, as to leave no room for amorous Deſires : 
Whole Years he languiſh'd for a lovely Maid ; with 
all the Rhetorick which Deſire inſpires, he ſought 
her Favour, and implor'd her Pity. He pro- 
mis'd, —vow'd, ——bur all in vain. His oft 
ſucceſsful Artifices here were fruitleſs——The 
truly virtuous Fair diſdain'd his Suit, nor would 
conſent to bleſs him but on Terms conſiſtent with 
her Honour. Convine d by repeated Repul- 
N ſes, 
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ſes, that Perſuaſions ſerv'd but to make her more 
reſolute in denying; at laſt, he attempted to obtain 
by Force what Inſinuations could not engage: but 
that way proving alſo ineffectual, and the burning 
Paſſion he was enflam'd with, rendring it impoſſi- 
ble for him to be eaſy without her, he pretended 
to become a Convert to her Virtue, and ſatisfy d 
her Scruples by marrying her in as ſolemn a man- 
ner as ſhe cou'd wiſh, abating the Privacy, and that 
he told her was abſolutely neceſſary as his Affairs 
then ſtood : She was perfectly ſatisfy'd with the 
Reaſons he gave her, and contented herſelf with 
the knowledge that ſhe was his Wife, tho' his fre- 
quent Viſits to her, and the little belief any body 
had of what had paſt between them, made all her 
Friends extremely uneaſy, and not able to refrain 
perſecuting her both with Advice and Reproaches, 
ſhe regarded not the preſent Stain her Reputation 
was clouded with, not doubting but a time would 
come, when Convenience wou'd permit him to 
clear it in a way which would add to the Bright- 
neſs of it, by joining to her other Virtues that of 
Patience, in ſo long enduring thoſe Obloquies which 
ſhe not deſerv'd, and were in her power to ſilence 
when ſhe pleas'd. While Deſire remain'd un- 
ſatiated, and Inclination in that charming Vigour 
ſo dear to Woman-kind, ſhe had, indeed, ſufficient 
to compenſate for her loſt Character; but when his 
Ardors cool'd, and he viſited her with an Air 
| which had more the appearance of a forc'd than 
real Tenderneſs, ſhe then provd how well ſhe 
knew the Duty of a Wife, and how much ſhe 
priz'd the Intereſt of him ſhe had made her Hul- 
band. Her Prudence till conceal'd the weighty 


Secret, and but to Heaven and himſelf utter'd her. 


Complainings. She had borne two Children 


to him, before ſhe entertain'd the leaſt Thougbt o 
1 ob- 
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oliging him to do her that publick Juſtice which 
Jer Merits and his Honour requir'd him to pay 
Wher, and had without all queſtion much longer have 
n ſilence bore the oppreſſive Weight with which 
me was loaded by the Cenſure of the World, had 
me not been aſcertain'd he was making his Court to 
Wa Lady, and that things were drawing ſo near to 
Ja concluſion, that the Writings for the Marriage- 
Settlement were actually drawing up by a Lawyer. 
his was an Alarm, a Blow indeed, which ſcarce 
au her Courage cou'd enable her to ſuſtain ; but 
WT having a little given way to the firſt Emotions of 
her Rage, Recollection re-aſſum'd its place; that 
Prudence which had advis'd her ſo long to bear 
vithout endeavouring to redreſs the Grievances 
me labour'd under, now bid her exert her utmoſt 
Faculties to prevent the irreparable Miſchief which 
= threatned her. Her wounded Fame, her neg- 
lected Love, but moſt the Contumely which thoſe 
ſweet Innocents which call'd herMother, muſt here- 
after endure in the partnerſhip of her Diſgrace, told 
her ſhe muſt now, or never, retrieve herſelf and 
them from all the Miſeries which foul-mouth'd De- 
traction brings. Yet reſolving, if poſſible, to 
reclaim her Wanderer by gentle means, ſhe wrote 
to him the tendereſt Letter which long-ſuffering 
Love, and wifely Virtue cou'd inſpire. Con- 
jur'd him to have ſome regard to his own Honour, 
to his Vows, and the ſolemn Contra& he had made 
before the holy Altar, to remember how much 
ſhe had endur'd, how little ſhe had complain'd,— 
and that he wou'd in mercy, and in juſtice to her- 
ſelf and Children, avoid an A& which muſt not 
only render them miſerable, but alſo accurs'd him- 
ſelf, when cool Refle&ion got the better of Deſire. 
—— A thouſand ſuch-like tender Remonſtrances 
ſhe made him, but concluded with an Aſſurance, 
| that 
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that however inclinable ſhe might be to pardon 
all Injuries done to herſelf, ſhe could not without 
becoming equally guilty of their Wrongs, conſent 
to make them wretched whom ſhe had brought in- 
to the World; and who had no other Friend to 
take their part; and that if ſofter means ſhould fail, 
he muſt expect to hear before a Bar of Juſtice, the 
whole Hiſtory of his Perjury and Ingratitude ex- 
plain'd. Having no anſwer to this, ſhe ſent 
a ſecond Epiſtle, the Contents of which were much 
to the ſame purpoſe, as was alſo the Eſſect it 
work'd on him to whom it was directed. A 
third, a fourth had equal Succeſs, till confirm'd 
by repeated Intelligences that he was ſo far from 
breaking off his intended Match, that every thing 
was preparing for it with the greateſt Expedition, 
ſhe at laſt reſolv'd to throw off all remains of Ten- 
derneſs for a Man ſo utterly unworthy of it, and 
at once expoſe him to the World ; the firſt thing 
ſhe did, was to ſend a Perſon with the Account of 
the whole Affair, to the deſigned Bride: but that 
Lady, who was induc'd by other Motives than 
thoſe of Love to marry Maltolius, and believing that 
if he really were the Husband of another, he would 
not dare to have proceeded fo far with her, had 
little regard to whom his Inclinations were affe- 
cted, or how miſerable the Woman who took this 
Method to ſecure him muſt be, and return'd an 
Anſwer full of Scorn. Struck to the heart at 
ſuch inhuman Treatment on all ſides, the aban- 
don'd Fair vow'd to delay no longer the Proſecu- 
tion of her juſt Revenge, and immediately ſent for 
one of the ableſt Doctors in the Law, to whom ſhe 
related her unhappy Caſe at full; but, O great 
Jupiter! how much more wretched than ſhe ima- 
gin'd, did ſhe find herſelf, when taking from her 
Cabinet the Diſpenſation for her Marriage = 
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Maltolius, in order to ſhow it to the Lawyer, ſhe 
EX found that both his and her own Name had been 
SE yricten with ſomething which would not retain 
its Blackneſs, and that there now remain'd not the 
W leaſt tincture on the Parchment that any thing had 
'ever been written there. The detection of 
ſo monſtrous a piece of Villany, made her for ſome 
Moments appear like one bereft of Reaſon; and to 
add to her Diſtraction, the Doctor who deſir'd not 
to be employ'd againſt a Man of ſo much Power as 
Maliolius was then become, told her, That ſhe had 
but imagin'd ſuch a Contract had been made be- 
tween them, and that he would adviſe her to ler 
the buſineſs die. — It was in vain ſhe proteſted 
that Defires had nor deceiv'd her, that ſhe was in 
reality bis lawful Wife, ſhe had no Evidences to 
teſtify the Truth of her Aſſertions, ſhe knew not 
the Prieſt who married them, and he had taken 
care never to have ſubſcrib'd himſelf her Husband 
in any of the Letters he had ſent to her, always 
affecting to write in a Stile of Gallantry, which 
ſhe, poor deceiv'd Lady, had believ'd to have 
ſprung from the Exceſs of his Affection for her, but 
which ſhe now found a very contrary reaſon for.— 
To whom now could ſhe complain? from whom 
could ſhe hope Redreſs ? None of thoſe to 
whom ſhe directed her melancholy Story, had the 
power to alleviate her Griefs. It was bur a 
very few who pitied her Misfortunes, and ſcarce 
any who gave credit to her Wrongs,. ſo much 
had the falſe Maltolius, at that time, wound him- 
ſelf into the good Opinion of Mankind, that no- 
thing but himſelt, and the bare-fac'd Injuries he 
has ſince offer d to a Multitude of Evidences, cou'd 
have had the power to have erac'd it. In a Con- 
dition little different from Madneſs, did this 
wretched Lady languiſh out her days, till her Eyes 

were 
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were witneſſes of her then irremediable Misfortune 
in the Marriage of Maltolius, which was celebra- 
ted with all the Magnificence imaginable in the 
chief Temple of this Republick——— Not able 
after to endure the Contempt which thoſe who 
hated her, on this occaſion threw upon her, and 
undone in every Circumſtance which can make Life 
pleaſing, ſhe was about to put an end to her Mi- 
ſeries by death ; but happening into the Company 
of a reverend Prieſt, ſhe was by him diverted from 
thoſe dreadful Thoughts, and in a ſmall time re- 
commended to the famous Temple of Veſta, which 
ſtands in an Iſland diſtant from this a few Leagues; 
ſhe there paſles her time with a Tranquility which 
ſhe could not have enjoy'd even in the utmoſt 
Gratifications of her Wiſhes, and now looks down 
with Pity on the inceſſant Turmoils which haunt 
thoſe who live ſubje& to the Changes of a buſy 
and inconſtant World. Her two little Sons are 
bred up under the Care of the ſame holy Man 
to whom their Mother owes this happy alteration in 
her State and Mind, and ſeem ordain'd by Fate 
for Bleſſings more ſublime than their unnatural 
Father, great as he is, has the power of beſtowing, 
or than he himſelf is now capable of receiving ; for 
dearly has he paid for breach of Vows, and baſe 
Ingratitude to her who was by Honour and Reli- 
gion his only lawful Wife. This Woman on whom 
Intereſt at firſt beſtow'd that Title, as a Puniſh- 
ment for the Wrongs he did the other, I have 
made him love, love even to a degree of Dorage, 
while ſhe, diſdainful of his Ardors, and a Libertine 
in Pleaſure, profuſely ſhowers her Favours on as 
many as ſeem deſirous of them; and regardleſs of 
her own, or Lord's D.ſhonour. as ſheis of his Ten- 
derneſs, confeſſes to know no Joy in Love, with- 
out Variety. Thus he, who a whole Nation 

awes, 
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awes,is by a worthleſs Woman govern'd, yet ſeorn d, 
made the Tool of her Ambition, while he knows 
himſelf the Object of her Hate, and has it not in 
his power either to throw off the {laviſh Chain, 
nor gain the leaſt return for all his Services 
How often does this Terror of Mankind tremble 
at the Frowns of her whom both the Laws of Hea- 
ven and Earth have ſubjected to his Will 
What ſtreams of Tears does he not in private ſhed, 
to find himſelf the only one of all his Sex whoſe 
Vows of Paſſion are unwelcome to her ! — How 
does he, whoſe Greatneſs, Wealth, and Power are 
the Envy of the whole World, himſelf envy the 

Condition of each mean-born Wretch who boaſts 
J the happy Secret to pleaſe this luxurious, this 1n- 
conſtant Woman! — Thus does he languiſh amid(t 
a Scene of Pleaſures. — In vain vaſt Offices and 
Poſts of Truſt make him the Reverence of the ga- 
ping Crowd.—In vain with private Bribes he ſees 
each day his extenſive Coffers heap d; proud and 
mercenary as he is, it is not in the power of either 
of theſe gratified Deſires to compenſate for ill- 
rewarded Love. Of all the numerous Wretches 
which his Ambition or Avarice has made, there is 
not one more miſerable, more accurs'd, than is 
himſelf; and never did the unerring hand of Juſtice 
guide a gall-dipt Shaft of mine with greater Force, 
or more reſiſtleſs Fury into any Heart than that 


death can only be diſlodg d! Hut to return 
to Sarpedon, who has not leſs prophan'd my In- 
fluence than has Maltolius, or than both of them 
have done the reſt of the Eternal Hierarchy : Be- 
ing, as I have already hinted, in an Office which 
gave him the privilege of inſpecting into the Lega- 
lity of Affairs, and to diſpoſleſs thoſe of their Eſtates 
which ſeem'd to him unlawfully to be detain'd, he 

Vor. II. found 


of his; *tis fix'd, tis rooted there, and but by . - 


| (34 ) 
found reaſon, or at leaſt a ſhadow of it, to ſeize on 
the Effects of a Gentleman who among a numerous 


Offspring had a Daughter endowed with every Per- 


fection which Nature can beſtow.— The unfor- 


tunate Delinqent bringing his mournful Family to 
the Gate of this all-devouring falſe-nam'd Mode- 
rator, in hope by ſetting forth the Miſeries to 


which theſe ruin'd Innocents muſt be reduc'd, to 


move him to return ſome part of what he had ta- 
ken from them, he no ſooner caſt his Eyes on the 


fair Darling of the old Man's Soul, than he began 


to caſt about in his mind by what means he ſhould 
make her the Victim of his baſe Deſires.— Vain- 
glorious of his Power, and judging by his own 
Diſpoſition, that nothing would be fcrupled by a 


Perſon in Misfortunes, he had the Impudence to | 


treat with the Father about the Daughter's Ruin; 


telling him, That if he entertain'd any hope of re- 
enjoying his Eſtate, he muſt diſpoſe her to accept 
his Love: But here this unhappy Gentleman, bya 
generous diſdain of his Offers, prov'd that the ſe- , 


vereſt Shocks of Fate are vain to ſhake the firm Wi 


Reſolves of Virtue in a brave Man's Soul. He tod 
him he could not think his Family altogether poor, iW 
while they preſerv'd their Honour, and that it was 
an eaſier Task by far to ſtarve, than be guilty of a | 


baſe Action. He ſaid many other things to the 
ſame purpoſe, but inſtead of working the Effect 


they ought to have done on the harden'd Mind of 


the injurious Sarpedon, he diſmifled him from his 
preſence with a thouſand Contumelies, telling him 
he ſhould enjoy his Wiſh, and die a Martyr co the 
Fantom he preferr'd to the real Good which hed 
been proffer d him. However, being {till poſſeſs d 


of that burning Paſſion which the bright Eyes of 


this unhappy Beauty had kindled in his Breaſt, and 


determin'd to enjoy her by ſome means or other, 


he 
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he ſent a Perſon whom he could confide in, and 
whoſeCunning he had frequently experienc'd in Ex- 
loits of the ſame nature, to watch to what Place this 
diſconſolate Family retir'd ; and having at his re- 
turn Intelligence, and alſo that their Misfortunes 
were ſuch as were impoſſible to be ſuſtain'd for any 
long time with Life, he found means to try private- 
ly the 'Temper of the young Maid, who wanting 
her Father's Conſtancy, and diſtracted with the 
Miſeries ſhe ſaw herſelf and wretched Kindred 
involv'd in, at laſt conſented to his Will, on promiſe 
that the whole Eſtate which had been taken from 
them ſhould be immediately reſtor'd.— All Night 
this cruel Foe of Honour triumph'd in the Arms of 
his fair Prize, nor left the Scene of Ruin, till e- 
very lawleſs Wiſh at full was ſatiated ——— But 
when Morning came, and ſhe demanded the ex- 
pected Recompence of Shame, how terrible was 
her Surprize to find herſelf ſo baſely betray d! — 
With an Air and Voice which had nothing in it of 
the laſt Night's ſoftneſs, he careleſly told her, that 
he us'd not to make good ſuch Bargains, that 
certainly ſhe had not Vanity enough to ſet the Fa- 
vours ſhe had allow'd him at ſo high a Rate. 
bur that if ſhe wou'd continue to be his, he wou'd 
conſider of ſome little Support for her: but for 
her Father, his Inſolence deſerv'd no Pity from his 
hands. —— Imagine, purſued the God, illuſtrious 
Youth ! what a Woman educated in the ſtricteſt 
Principles of Virtue, and who had conſented: to 
{werve from em only by the moſt poinant Neceſſity, 
muſt feel at ſuch a Treatment, ſuch a Diſappoint- 
ment.—Remorſe, and Rage, and Grief at firſt pre- 
vented her from replying ; but when che ſtruggling 
Paſſions began to vent themſelves in words, how juſt- 
ly ſevere were her Upbraidings Nothing to hope, 
and paſt the ſenſe of fear, ſhe call'd him Villain, Mon- 
D 2 ſter, 
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ſter, Fiend ; and ſeem'd in pain that ſhe could find 
in Language no Expreſſions proportion'd to her 
Wongs, and the Deceits by which ſhe had been be- 
guil'd. — Bur this proud Prophaner of the Gods, 
little regardful of her Deſpair, or the Vengeance 
which her Cries in time might draw down from 
Heaven on his Perfidiouſneſs, bid her be ſilent, 
and depart his Houſe till ſhe had learn'd better 
how to behave to a Perſon in whoſe power her Re- 
putation, as well as her means of future Support, 
entirely lay. And finding ſhe ſtill perſiſted, and 
her Indignation, inſtead of abating, rather grew 
more loud, he order'd her to be turn'd out of 

doors with an Inhumanity ſcarce ever parallel'd. 
Wild with her Griefs, ſhe immediately repair'd to 
her unhappy Father, and in the preſent Anguiſh 
of her Soul, forgetful how vaſt a ſurcharge of Af- 
fliction the Tidings muſt give to his already al- 
moſt broken Heart, related the whole Story of her 
Credulity, her Ruin, and the monſtrous Ingrati- 
tude with which ſhe had been uſed. That truly 
worthy Man, to whom nothing was ſo dear as 
Virtue, cou'd not hear that one of his Family had 
forfeited it, without falling into Agonies which 
would ſuffer by deſcription. — He lamented not 
the Diſappointment ſhe had ſuſtain'd, but the Oc- 
caſion ſhe had given for it, and expreſs'd an infinite 
deal more of Reſentment againſt her Weakneſs, 
than Sarpe don s Barbarity. In the Pangs of Death, 
which this Accident ſoon brought on, he refus'd 
to ſee her, and was but with great difficulty pre- 
vail'd on to afford her his dying Bleſſing. —— The 
Miſeries which after befel this wretched Beauty, 
would be too tedious to recite ; therefore I ſhall 
only ſay, that ſhe never had the leaſt aſſiſtance 
from Sarpedon, tho* the Extremities in which ſhe 


was plunged, in ſpite of the juſt Hatred ſhe * 
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donceived againſt him, made her ſeveral times in- 
Yo it. — The reſt of this unhappy Offspring, 
warn'd by their Siſter's Woes, tread firm the Paths 
of Virtue, and ſnunning her Guilt, avoid her Re- 
morſe, the ſevereſt Puniſhment of Sin ; contenting 
themſelves with ſubmitting to the moſt abjef?, if 
innocent, means whereby to ſupport Life. One more 
Inſtance, of much the ſame nature with this I have 
already related, ſhall conclude my Diſcourſe of this 
deteſted Shame of Power. Having for a long time 


5 4 made his fruitleſs Addreſſes to the Wife of a cer- 
XS tain Gentleman, that Demon, whoſe Votary he is, 


inſpir'd him with a Stratagem to overcome her oft- 
try'd Virtue —— He procur'd Perſons to ſwear 
ſome things againſt her Husband which render'd 
him liable to Puniſhment,—— That done, he got 
his whole Eſtate confiſcated, which paſſing thro' 
his Hands before it was divided among thoſe to 
whom the Law allotted it, the Gleanings amount- 
ed to a Sum which in her preſent Misfortunes 
ſerv'd to ſeduce the Lady ; thus making the 
wretched Husband pay the Price of his Wife's 
Shame, and his own Diſhonour : Afrer which, be- 
ing glutted with the repeated Poſſeſſion of her 
Charms, he found a Wile to draw from her alſo the 
Money, and left her and two Children ſhe had by 
him to periſh for want of the common Neceſſaries 
of Life; threatning her, if ſhe complain'd, to deny 
all that had paſt between them, ana expoſe her to 
that Puniſhment the Law ifflicts on Women who 
are abandon'd enough to claim fictitious Fathers 
for their ſpurious Offspring. 

Here ceas d the God of painleſs Sighs, but a 
Perſon ſtrangely extravagant in his Dreſs and Man- 
ner of Behaviour, that moment entring the Room 
where they were, and enquiring for Ma/tolius, gave 
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him a new Theme for Converſation, which he re- 
ſum'd in this manne. od. 

This Thing, ſaid he, for it would be an Injury 
to which ever Sex I ſhould diſtinguiſnh him to be 
of, is both the Paramour of Man and Woman.— 
He has Charms which render him agreeable to ei- 
ther Kind, and can counterfeit the dying Lover, 
or ſalacious Minion, as either of theſe Characters 
are conducive to his Intereſt. A late Noble- 
man of this Iſland, forfaking the Embraces of one of 
the moſt beautiful Women in the World, laviſh'd 
on this wretched Creature, not only the Vigour of 
thoſe Affections given him by Nature for a-nobler 
End, but alſo a vaſt deal of his Fortune, which 
has very much diſappointed a noble Youth, the 
lawful Heir of his Pollemons—— He is now the 
chief Favourite of the Wife of Maltolius, and is ſent 
by her on a Meſſage to him; tis probable, with 
her Commands for the beſtowing ſome Place of 
Profit on a Perſon of his recommending: whatever 
the Injunction be, he dare not diſobey it, leſt for a 
whole Week or more he is debarr'd the ſight of 


her, whom his ill Fate has deſtin'd him to adore 


with inſinitely more Devotion than he ever paid to 
Heaven. Mark, ſaid the Deity, when they met 
and ſaluted, with what Civility the proud, the 
haughty Maliolius accoſts' the Man whom moſt 
his Soul abhors, and who is certain triumphs in 
Joys he has bur a taſte of, and that too by Com- 
283 and the dull Neceſſity of yielding to what 

arriage makes a Duty. = See how he takes 
him in his Arms! With what feign'd Courteſy 
he ſeems to admire the Popperies which render him 
as ridiculuus to all who ſee him, as his Vice 
make him hateful to every one not guilty of the 
ſame.—— Ir might afford Diverſion toa diſintereſted 
Perſon to obſerve the monſtrous Hypocriſy en 
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which theſe Courtiers entertain each other, did 
not the detection of Crimes more new demand our 
Ppreſence. Let us, therefore, leave them; the 
next Scene I will conduct you to, ſhall be the 
Dreſſing-Room of a celebrated Toaſt, a Lady ſeem- 
ingly ſo nice, ſo delicate in her Nature, that the 
Air, till clear'd by Incenſe, and the Fumes of 
Myrrh, Caſſia, and other rich Arabian Scents, is too 
impure for her to breathe in; and of ſo chaſte a 
Diſpoſition, that but to ſee a Woman receive a 
Kiſs from a Perſon of a different Sex, creates in 
her a Deteſtation of them both; and yet, *ris pro- 
bable, about this hour, we ſhall find her juſt riſing 
from the Embraces of her own Groom, who co- 
ver'd o'er all Day with Duſt and Sweat, at Night 
finds his Refreſhment in his Lady's Arms. 
Too many of theſe Prudes are in this Ifland to be 
found, but this one Example will be ſufficient to 
convince you, how hard it is to know the real 
Temper of the Fair, and with how nice a Scru- 
tiny a Man ſhould pry into the Behaviour of a 
Woman he finds himſelf inclin'd to love. 

The Deity had no ſooner ended this Advice, 
than the Stranger, withour any perceptible Morion, 
found himſelt in a Drawing-room, the Furniture 
of which was extremely rich, but plain; — ** _ 
greateſt Ornaments of it being ſome Books bound 
in a manner peculiarly beautiful, and claſp'd with 
Gold, in which were Diamonds, and other pre- 
cious Stones molt curiouſly ſet. Our adventurous 
Inquiſitive, being a lover of Reading, opening ſeve- 
ral of them, found that Devotion was the Subject 
ot them all, and inclos'd in ſome of them, were ma- 
ny written Prayers, all which were addre(s'd to Di- 
ana Goddeſs of Chaſtity. Had his Divine In- 
telligence not informid him of the Truth, he would 
have imagin'd the Miſtreſs of this Palace to have 

| D4 been 


e 
been no other than one of the moſt favourite 
Nymphs of that cold Queen of Virtue, by her 
commiſſion*d to live a while on Earth, by her Ex- 
ample to reform the Sex, and prove the Charms 
of Piety and Chaſtiry——— As he was making 
few Reflections on what he faw, and what he 
had been told, which no other Tongue but bis 
that ſpoke it could have induced him to believe, 
the Lady and her Enamorato appear d. She was 
a Woman extremely handſome, and well made ; 
and to thoſe Charms which were accuſtom'd to 


dwell upon her Face, there now were added a 


thouſand more warm with the Joys of Love, 


the recent Pleaſure left on her glowing Cheeks 


unuſual Freſhneſs——in her bright Eyes the un- 
ſſed Ext aſy ſeem'd ſtill ro ſwim, — and with Defire 
unſated, her ſnowy Breaſt yet heav d. Look - 
ing on her Watch, which lay on a Table, Cruel, 
cruel Hours, faid ſhe, how ſwiftly do you move 
when Lovers meet ! — I would have all my 
Nights ſuch as great Jupiter ordain'd for his 
Enjoyment with Amphitryon's Wife ——— But 
wretched, ſtupid Mortals, are ever contriving, 
ever finding out new Schemes. to plague them- 
ſelves, elſe would not this tell-tale Monitor warn 
me that there is a curs'd neceffity for us to 
part. With theſe words fhe help'd to my 
him of a rich Night-gown, and Shirr, and dre 

him m the Habit which more became his Station, 


A thouſand Kiſſes, and Embraces hinder'd the 


Office from being very ſpeedily executed; but 
when he was equip'd ready for the Stable, and 


had by a Pair of Back- ſtairs deſcended from her 


Apartment, ſhe rung her Hell for her Women to 
come in, having firſt plac'd herfelf ar her Toylet, 
and taken up one of thoſe 
already mention'd. ' 
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Is there, ſaid the God of perfect Paſſion, (with a 
Voice and Countenance which expreſs d as much 
Indignation as the nature of his Being wou d al- 
low) a Poſſibility that any thing can be more ſhock- 
iog than the complicated Crimes of this fair A- 
poſtate Does ſhe not, by this Hypoeriſy, at 
once offend the general Synod of the Deities ? 
How impiouſly prophane are all her Words and 
Actions? — How, under the appearance of 
Sanity, does ſhe blaſpheme each heavenly Ruler! 
— —-Inſtigated by that Demon who wears my 
Shape, and has uſurp'd my Name, how does ſhe 
affront my Power deſpiſing Love,. a Vota- 
ry to Luſt—-1n Publick ridicules my Darts, —in 
Private, ſins under the Sanction of my imagin'd In- 
uence with what a daring Infolence do her 
feign'd Orizons, and pretended Piety and Adora- 
tions inſult the great Originals of Virtue 
How much by ſeeming Goodneſs does ſhe out- do 
all Wickednefs |! but it is not in the Preſence: 
of ſo abhorr'd an Object I can remain there 
are in an outer Room, ſeveral Women of her Ac- 
quaintance waiting to attend her Levee, I-will 
give you a brief Relation of their various Crimes, 
then lead you where you ſhall behold more new 
and more aſtoniſhing Inſtances of the little regard 


offending Mortals pay to the Commands of Hea- e 


The Will of the Deity, like Fate, was per- 
form'd as ſoon as Thought: inſtead of the Coun- 
terfeit Devotee, meditating at her Toylet, ſive 
Ladies all different from her, as they were rn each, 
other, were now the Objects which preſented 
themſelves to the wondring Youth ; among them, 
there was one whoſe Air and Mien ftem'dvyto: 
diſtinguiſh her above the reft, and it was ſhe- 
whom the God firſt notigd That Ow 
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Said he, pointing to her, is deſcended from a Race re- 
markably Illuſtrious for many brave Actions, but as 
if the Vigour of their Lineage was confinꝰd wholly 
to the Males of it, the feminine Part have all of em 
for two or three Generations, given them cauſe to 
wiſh they had begot no Daughters. The Aunt 
of this a being very near her Marriage, 
with one of the moſt graceful and accompliſh'd 
Noblemen of his time, was diſcover'd by the care- 
leſs dropping of a Letter, to have held a criminal 
Converſation with her Brother's Page: another, 
the only ſurviving Iflue of the moſt worthy of the 
Family, tho* a younger Branch of it, was in apublick 


Aſſembly taken in Labour, and immediately deli- 


ver'd of a baſe begotten Child and ſhe who now 
ſeems to have ſo great a ſhare of Spirit and Haugh- 
tineſs, that thoſe who are ſenſible of more of her 
Humour than her Countenance and Deportment 
diſcover,  wou'd almoſt ſwear it were impoſſible 


for her to do a thing ſhou'd render. her unworthy 


of Eſteem ; yet is ſhe, this very ſeemingly aſpiring 
ſhe, the Slave of looſe Deſires, which to gratify, 
ſhe maintains a mean-born Libertine, who if re- 


trench'd in thoſe profuſe Expences her Purſe has 


but too laviſhly ſupply'd, threatens to expoſe the 
Folly of her abandon'd Fondneſs, and ſet her as a 


Mark of Infamy to the laughing World. She, who 


firs on her Right-hand, is of a Diſpoſition alto- 
gether the reverſe, but at leaſt equally vicious with 


the other No amorous Inclinations e'er yet 
No lovely Youth has 


warm'd her icy Boſom — 
yet attain d the wiſh'd-for Secret to inſpire. her 
with one tender Thought yet has ſhe had 
variety of Intrigueſtrange Contradiction you 
may think, but I ſhall preſently explain.the Riddle 
-———- Tho? by her wealthy 4 — left in poſſeſ- 
ſion of a Fortune infinitely ſuperior to her 1 5 
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ſhe is of a Humour ſo deſpicably avaritious, that 
there are ſcarce any means ſo vile ſhe wou'd not 
practiſe to increaſe her Store, her Beauty and 

er Youth have: gain'd her many Conqueſts, but 
ſhe no ſooner conſents to liſt a Slave among the 
Number of her Train, than ſhe takes care to let 
him know, the only Proof he can give that ſhe is 
Miſtreſs of her Hart, is, to make her ſo of his 
Purſe. Thoſe of them who have Paſſion and Ge- 
neroſity enough, to make them think the Merit of 
having oblig'd her a ſufficient Recompence for the 
having dene ſo, are ſure of meeting no greater Re- 
ward,— but thoſe who have too real a Value for 
their Gold, to part with it without a Certainty of 
purchaſing an adequate Satisfaction, are thoſe who 
alone reap the Joys, it is in the power of this fair 
Jilt to afford——— Thus does ſhe beſtow herſelf for 
Hire, like the moſt, common Courtezan without the 
Plea of Inclination, or Neceſſity co excuſe her 
Crimes. The third of this well ſorted Company; 
is a Woman, who merely thro* Vanity yields her- 
ſelf a Victim to: the amorous Force of almoſt as 
many as attack her ſhe thinks no ſhame equal 
to that of being neglected, and will forfeit every 
thing rather than not ſecure the Heart ſhe flatters 
herſelf once to have influenced ſhe is far from 
being lovely has a very ill Snape her Eyes 
are dull and inexpreſſive her Complexion pale 
and ſwarthy in fine, ſhe has, you ſee, no 
Charm bur Youth, and: that too in its decline 
Her Sex however, and the Knowledge of her Diſ- 
poſition, are ſufficient to attract a great Number 
of pretended Admirers and tho* no body looks 


more frequently in the Glaſs, yet is ſhe ſo blind 
to her own Imperfections, that there is nothing ſhe: 
more readily believes than that ſhe is belov'd, and: 
deſerres to be ſo for her perſonal Perfections ——/ 
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This fantaſtick piece of Nature's miſtaken Work- 
manſhip, 1s the only Daughter of a foreign Mi- 
niſter, who has ſignaliz d himſelf in many Courts 
by his Policy and good Addreſs, as much as this 
Branch of his degenerate Race has done herſelf for 
Acts of Levity and Indiſcretion——'The general 
Talk which the Town at this time has of her, is 
the Intrigue between her and a Count of the ſame 
—_— to which ſhe owes her Birth, and indeed 
theſe two are ſo well pair'd, that tis difficult to 
fay, which of em has the moſt Vanity, is the 
greateſt Boaſter, or excels the other in all the ridi= 
culous Fopperies of Dreſs, and Converſation. — 
The next in place, purſued the divine Hiſtorian, 
whoſe Character you expect to hear, is theWifeofa k 
Senator, for many Years maintain'd by him as his 
Concubine, and but lately grac'd with that other 
more honourable Title; which, *cis ſaid, ſhe pre- 
vail'd on him to beſtow by Arts which Nature 
and Religion tremble at. Tis certain, indeed, we 
from many Inſtances, that Fate ſometimes permits 
the powers of Hell to work their Will by Charms 
and Sigils, in the behalf of thoſe wretched Mor- 
tals who become their Votaries, and for a little 
tranſient Happineſs on Earth, renounce the Gods 
and forego all Hope of any future Heaven 
but theſe are Secrets which are unknown to any 
but the ſupreme Jupiter, nor can I affirm whether 
this Report be juſtly grounded or the contrary.— 
The fifth and laſt I am to ſpeak of, is her near 
Kinſwoman, ſent for, by her, lately from a diſ- 
tant County to ſhare in the good Fortune of her 
Aunt, and to profit by her Example — he is al- 
ready in a fair way of being equally ſucceſsful : 
a young Gentleman of a good Family and plen- 
riful Eſtate declares himſelf enamour'd of her. and 
in all Probability, by the Artifices of the old — 
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and the diſſembled Innocence of the young one, 
will be ſoonenſnar'd enough to marry her;—when- 
ever he is ſo far infatuated, he will find a Portion 
which he little expects with his Wife: ſhe has two 
luſty Boys, which ſhe bore ſome Years ago to a 
Chevalier in the Country ; the youngeſt of which, 
is of a ſufficient Age to demand his Part in the 
Grandeur of his Mother, and on the firſt News of 
her Marriage, both will immediately be ſent to her 
for that purpoſe, by a diſtant Relation, who to 
carry on this Expedition without danger of Suſ- 
picion, has been prevail'd on to take the Charge of 
em for ſome time. 

Here ended the little Accounts which the Deity 
had promis'd-to give the Stranger in relation to 
theſe Ladies——and nothing further among them 
being to be found worthy of Remark, they were 
preparing to remove, When a loud Knocking at the 
Gate, and the immediate Appearance of a fine Cha- 
riot and four or five Servants in rich Liveries, made 
the God of — Wiſhes ſtop a moment to 
look on the graceful Owner of this pompous E- 
quipage, whom after having a while ſurvey'd, 
Behold ! ſaid he, the vaineſt, gayeſt, moſt incon- 
ſtanr, and ungrateful of your deceiving Specie ; 
but becauſe there are ſome things in his Life vaſtly 
different from what one ſhall find in moſt others, 
and has ſo great a Variety of aſtoniſhing Adven- 
tures as wou'd ſcarce gain Credit were they recired 
by a Tongue which you might dare to disbelieve ; 
I will be more than ordinarily particular in his 
Hiſtory. With theſe Words, leaving the 


Houſe, they came to a pleſant Grove, in which 
were fix'd many little Seats, on one of which the 
God, pitying the Weakneſs of Humanity, hav- 
ing made the Traveller fit down, ſeem'd to take 
the ſame Repoſe himſelf on another, and began 
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the Narrative he had promis d in theſe or the like 
terms: | | 2 
To give you, reſum'd he, a perfe& Idea of the 
Cauſes by which the many Viciflitudes of this 
Man's Fortune were occaſion'd, I muſt in the firſt 
place make you thoroughly acquainted with the 
Caprices of his Diſpoſition——know then, that bur 
for ſome few Faults, never was Man endued with 
better Materials for compleating a great Mind; 
he wanted not Courage to undertake the moſt dan- 
gerous Enterprizes, Invention to form them, nor 
Artifice to carry them on even to the point of being 
executed: but there, alas! his Reſolution fail'd— 
his Mutability of Temper interpos'd, and his own 
Deſigns were by himſelf render'd abortive. lt 
ſeem'd indeed, as if Fate pre-ordaining him to va- 
rious Changes of Fortune, had given him this one 
Failing in an uncommon manner, thereby to 
bring about what the united Powers of Heaven and 
Earth without it cou'd not have effected to 
ſerve a Party whoſe Head, Heart, and Hand at that 
rime he was, the then reigning Sovereign cre- 
ated him a Peer, and ro countenance that Title, 
gave him Poſſeſſions which were indeed the Right 
of others it being neceſſary ſome time after, for 
the accompliſhing a great Deſign in agitation, 
that more Power ſhou'd be lodg'd in his Hand, 
he was made Governour of the Royal Fort, the 
Safeguard of this Iſiand, and in the Abſence of the 
Contul, eledted by a Majority of Voices, which 
the Faction had taken care to purchaſe, Deputy 
Conſul of the whole Republick—now had he the 
Means to compaſs every thing now were the 


Expectations of the World impatient for the E- 
rent, none doubting bur that there wou'd be an 
immediate Revolution of Affairs to the advantage 
of that fide whoſe Intereſts he had ſo vigorouſly 


but never was Amazement equal 
to 


ſupported: 
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to that which his Proceedings created He 
all at once, without Intereſt, without Favour, with 
out any Reaſon which he cou'd poſſibly account for, 
he ated the very reverſe of all he had projected, 
nay reſoly'd to accompliſh, and ruin the Party 
whoſe Cauſe he had not only engag'd his Honour 
to ſupport, but which it was alſo of the moſt dan- 
gerous Conſequence to himſelf to quit he knew 
it, he foreſaw it, yet puſh'd on by a ſudden Impulſe, 
cou'd not reſiſt the Decrees of Deſtiny, which con- 
trary to all human Probability had ordain'd the 
Downfall of that long powerful Faction. The other 
ſide being by his Inconſtancy now become above 
fear, he ſoon grew ſadly ſenſible of his Error ; he 
was immediately diſcharg'd from all his Offices, 
and having furniſh'd his implacable Enemies with 
Arms to fight againſt himſelf, in a ſhort time was 
call'd to a ſevere Account for his Behaviour, while 
he remain'd firm to the Cauſe he had eſpous'd 
not that it was ſo eaſy a thing as was imagin'd to 
ruin him entirely, he had ſtill a Stock of Wit and 
Invention, which ſupply'd him with Evaſions to 
baffle all that Juſtice or Malice cou'd alledge a- 
gainſt him—irt was not in their power to take his 
Life ; nor, while he had a daring Soul, to rob him 
of the Capacity of being once more a formidable 
Adverſary : but being by the Neceſſity of Affairs, 
and the Indigence of his own Fortune reduc'd to lie 
quiet for a while, they began to think no more of 
him.—It was, however, but a very few Months 
before he gave Proofs that tho' the Lion ſlept, he 
was not dead; and being reconcil'd to the Heads of 
the oppoſite Faction, made ſo bold a puſh, that 
had he been ſeconded with equal Vigour by the 
reſt, they had been once more in poſſeſſion of the 
Power they aim'd at but the Cowardice , 
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and Treachery of ſome amon gthem -rendred the 
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Attempt vain, and only ſerved for a plauſible Pre- 
tence for the other to deſtroy all who were but 
ſuſpected to be Adherents to the Cauſe. Now 
was he more loſt than ever, trebly a Rebel to the 
Party he had at firſt eſpous'd — to that which he 
had afterwards rais d and then relinquiſu d 
and to himſelf in acting ſo contrary to the Dictates 
of his Prudence and the Admonitions of his In- 
tereſt——deſpis'd, and driven from the Society of 
both. and more obnoxious to his own Reflec- 
tions, he endeavour'd a change of his Anxieties in 
change of Place; and leaving a Country where he 
had made himſelf at once fo ſcorn'd and hated, re- 
tir'd to a neighbouring Kingdom; he knew that 
if he cou'd there find no means ta regain his Cre- 
dit in the World, he ſhou'd at leaſt have the op- 
porrunity of concealing his Misfortunes from thoſe 
to whom the Sight wou'd be a Pleaſure. As he was 
in all things elſe inconſtant, ſo he was alſo in his 
Grief, and the Gaiety of his Temper rendring him 
extremely ſuſceptible of all Pleaſures, thoſe new 
ones which he found there, at firſt ſerv'd to divert 
his Sadneſs, and ſoon after wholly to eraſe it—— 
Intrigue being an Amuſement very much in 
faſhion in that Kingdom, he engag'd in ſeveral, 
in which the Accompliſhments he is Maſter of 
made him generally ſucceſsful ; —among the num- 
ber of Ladies ro which he was introduc'd, there 
was one who more particularly engroſs'd his De- 
voirs, not that ſhe appear'd ſuperlatively beautiful, 
or that ſhe was more young and blooming than the 
others, with whom he had engag d himſelf, but 
becauſe there was a Conformity in their Notions 
the ſame Spirit of Gaiety, Inconſtancy, and 
giving a Looſe toddadlination, appear'd equally in 
both; and tho' he was advis'd to make an honour- 
able Court to her, as being a rich Heireſs and in a 
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Condition of faiſing his ſinking Fortunes; yer, 
rceiving her Humour to lean more the other way, 
he declin'd the Advantage of ſuch a Match, and 
addreſs'd her in Terms ſhe ſeem'd moſt to approve. 
she cou'd not appear more agreeable in his 
Eyes, than he had done to hers. there needed 
no Formalities———both, as I have already ſaid, 
were Enemies profeſs'd to diſguiſing their Senti- 
ments, or ſetting Bounds to Inclination——he 
found an eaſy Admittance to her Arms, and if there 
can be a Joy in an Engagement of the nature theirs 
was of, tis probable they found it in each other. 
—— The Rapture, however, was not ſo much of 
a piece with thoſe my Influence heſtows, as to ob- 
ige either of them not to ſeek the ſame elſewhere, 
[ they made no Vows of Conſtancy——each 
deſir d no more of the other than that no abſent 
Charmer ſhou'd be enough remembred to damp 


5 the preſent Bliſs; and neither of them employing 


their Minds much about Ideas, ſcarce deceiv'd one 
another in this Article ſo agreeable to the Diſpo- 
ſition of both——Jealouſy was a Paſſion unknown 
to thoſe gay Enamoratos, and tho” they frequently 
ſaw each other in the Purſuit of different Intrigues, 
it occaſion'd not the leaſt Uneaſineſs in either's 
Soul, nor was it a Pretence for Sullenneſs, Diſguſt, 
or Indignation, when next they had the Oppor- 
tunity of meeting. There are many Rebels to 
my power, who prefer this dullTranquillity to the 
Delicacies of my Flame, and ſhock'd at the little 
Anxieties and tender Fears which are ever the in- 
ſeparable Companions even of the Happieſt, if ſin- 
cere, Affection, wou'd rob Enjoyment of its ſu- 
premeſt Bliſs ; as certainly there is none can come 
in competition with that whit purchas'd with 
Pain——the Hopes, the Fears, the ſoft Perplexi- 
ties endear the coming Joy, and raiſe to Extaſy 
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Divine, what elſe is little more than brutal Plea- 
ſure. But to purſue the Adventures of a Pair, 
which I perceive already have ſeem'd aſtoniſhing 
enough to make you extremely impatient for the 
Event: among other Exploits of the fair Lady, 
ſhe had, in company - with two more of her own 
Sex, and three of the other, agreed to paſs a Night 
the Heat of the Seaſon, it being that time of 
the Year in which the Dog-Star ſheds his ſcorching 
influence, join'd with that glow which on drink- 
ing too profuſely of the Grape's potent Juice, dif- 
fuſes itſelf thro” all the ſwelling Veins, made them 
by Conſent ſtrip themſelves of all the Ornaments 
of Dreſs; not one of either Sex leaving any thing 
on their expoſed Bodies, which might ſerve to 
diſtiuguiſh their preſent State from that in which 
they firſt ſaw Light in this moſt ſhameleſs, 
this moſt abandon'd manner did they dance round 
the Room promiſcuouſly, pretending by theſe 
Rites to offer up a double Sacrifice to Bacchus and to 
Venus—with obſcene Healths they paſs'd about the 
nimble Glaſs, and ever and anon on the lewd Talk 
broke in a ſilent Parentheſis of Action, ſuch as it 
would ill become the Purity of my Being to re- 
mind you of, | 
The God of awe-check'd Wiſhes cou'd not re- 
late this part of the Story to the wondring Youth, 
without a Scarlet Bluſh ſpreading itſelf all o'er his 
heavenly Face, ſuch as Aurora ſometimes is ſeen to 
wear, when driven too haſtily from her Lord's Em- 
brace; nor wou'd he, tis probable, have ſlipp'd o'er 
the ſhametu! Paſſage, without expreſſing by ſome- 
thing more than Looks, his Deteſtation of ſuch 
Practices, if the viſible Curioſity which appear d in 
the Face of his Sow, had not prevail'd on him 
e di 


to go on; which d in this manner. 
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This monſtrous Rendezvous being kept at the 
Houſe of our Iſlander's Miſtreſs, Chance brought 
him to be a Witneſs of it. Happ ning to viſit late, 
the Intimacy between them being a ſufficient Ex- 
cuſe for that, as it was alſo for his running haſtily 
up ſtairs, without ſtaying for her Leave to autho- 


rize his Admittance, he found the Door lock d; 
and agitated by a ſudden Curioſity, peeping thro 
the Key- hole, ſaw and heard ſome of the Behaviour 
I have been, as much as was conſiſtent with De- 
cency, deſcribing to you. If any Paſſion ſeia d 
his Soul at ſo unexpected a Sight, it was only an 
impatient Deſire of making one among them; but 
thinking it would be 'wholly improper to ask it, 
becauſe he wanted a Lady whom he might intros 
duce to make the Set equal, perceiving they were 
all pair'd, ſtole ſoftly down again, forbidding the 
Servants to let their Miſtreſs know he had been 
there. After what I have ſaid of his Libertiniſm 
of Nature, and the Indifference with which theſe 
kind of Lovers regarded each other, it may not 
appear ſo ſtrange that he could behold-fo ſhameful, 
ſo unexampled a Scene of Brutality unſhock d. 
But your whole Soul muſt certainly be taken up 
with Wonder, when I ſhall inform you, that by his 
Extravagancies having reduc'd the little Fortune 
his Inadvertency had left him, to a very Ibw Ebb, 
he could' think of no other way of repairing it, 
than by marrying this moſt diſſolute Woman. 
A few Weeks after he became her Hus* 
band, and with ſome part of her Wealth has he 
now made his peace with thoſe Perſons to whom 
he owed his undoing, by firſt oppreſſing, then 
preſerving, and laſt of all oppoſing..——— The 
Power of Gold has made the greateſt Friends of 
thoſe who were before the implacable Ene- 
mies. . He is lately arrived with his unenyied 
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Bride, and daily receives the Welcomes and Gra- 
tulations of the Men, who but ſome days ago were 
ready to fet a Price upon his Head. 

Tis not to be doubted, but his unhoped Re- 
turn will occaſion a ſecond Quarrel between two 
Ladies of the firſt Quality, who have for a long 
time been Foes, and but lately reconciled—the 
Cauſe of which J muſt not omit letting you know, 
becauſe it will compleat that part of his Character 
which as yet appears unfiniſh'd. I have told 
you, he is inconſtant, and ungrateful ; I meant 
not, that he is only ſo in publick Afﬀairs, his moſt 
private Amours have alſo the ſame Tincture, and 
no Woman yet that ever thought him worthy of a 
real Tenderneſs, but had the moſt poinant Rea- 
fons to regret her Softneſs, almoſt the very moment 
ſhe diſclos'd it to him. Raſella, the Wife of Count 
Bremarius, had, both in a virgin and married State, 
behav'd herſelf in ſo exemplary a manner, that 
her Conduct was frequently mention'd as a Pattern 
by which all the young Ladies at Court might mo- 
del theirs.— She knew that flying Temptation 
was the ſureſt way to conquer it, and ſhe no ſooner 
faw Deſire beginning to ſparkle in the Eyes 
of any who gaz'd on her, but ſhe took all 
poſſible care to ſhun their ſight ; and if by reaſon 
of her Husband's publick Offices, ſhe could not 
eonceal her Charms fo much as ſhe would other- 
wiſe have done, ſhe never (as Court Beauries or- 
dinarily do) endeavour'd to make them more con- 
ſpieuous by Art, but on the contrary dreſs'd ra- 
ther lefs rich than was becoming her Quality. 
Never were the Characters of a good Daughter, 
excellent Wife, or tender Mother, more to advan- 
tage ſhown than in the Carriage of this Lady ;— 
nor had Woman leſs propenſity to Intrigue, or 
thoſe Amuſements in which the gay World too 
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much delight. Let with this prodigious Share 
of Diſcretion, and none of Inclination, was her 
Virtue at laſt ſubdued, and her long-boaſted Re- 
putation made the Prey of ſcurril Mirth, and 
jooſe-tongu'd Ridicule. Adolphus, tor ſo is the 
Subject of this little Hiſtory call'd, was not leſs a- 
gitated by Ambition and the Glory of vanquiſhing 
a Heart which ſeem'd ſo impregnable, than he was 
by thoſe Deſires which it is ordinary for Beauty 
to inſpire. Tis certain that both theſe Mo- 
tives had a ſhare in the paſſionate and oft-repuls'd 
Attacks he made on the lovely R:ſe/a.— Former 
Succeſſes encouraging his Paſſion, he perſiſted in 
his Addreſſes to her, in ſpite of Coldneſs, Diſdain, 
or the Reſentment which frequently threatned him 
with revealing his Importunities to her Husband 
the Count Bremarius "Tis certain, indeed, that 
in this Affair he had my Intereſt; deceiv'd myſelf 
into a Belief that he was now become a conſtant as 
well as fervent Votary of my Power, I influenc'd 
the Fair-one's Heart to pity what he ſuffer'd. — 
Diana has herſelf confeſs d my Darts, and but 
faintly invigorates the Breaſt which has receiv'd 
them. Cold Chaſtity may for a while defend the 
Fort, but ſoon the icy Rock diſſolves, and leaves 
the Paſſage free. Endymion proved this Truth, 
tho* it was a Goddeſs he attack'd. Well mighr 
Adolphus then, equally form'd to charm, triumph 
over the moſt ſtrict Reſolves of mortal Virtue, —— 
With painful Strugglings long did her divided 
Wiſhes maintain a doubtful Conflict; but in the 
end the ſofter Paſſion ſway'd, and her whole Soul 
became entirely mine, and all devoted to my Laws. 
The eager Lover, impatient, watch'd the happy 
Moment of her prevailing Softneſs, and with ſweet. 
Violence feiz*d the glorious Prize. By Love alone 
1nſpir'd, not one impure Deſire, not one unhallow'd 
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Wiſh, tainted her ſpor 
Guilr even in the Act of Shame, ſhe yielded to the 
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Effects of his all-craving Paſſion, to gratify her Lo- 


ver, not herſelf. —-But ah! how little did he 
merit ſuch a Condeſcenſion 
prove it was not from my Influence, but from that 
hated Fiend's, which reigns in my abandon'd 
Throne, his ſhorr-liv'd Ardours ſprung ? When 


how ſoon did he 
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the long conteſted Victory was won !|——the Con- 


queſt ſure ! Deſire in free Poſſeſſion loſt 
and rifled Beauty had no more to yield! - his 
faithleſs Soul with other Wiſhes languiſh'd, and on 
new Charms his wandring Eyes were fix'd !-—— 
The fair Barina with untaſted Sweetneſs engroſs d 
him all, he liv'd but in her fight, nor had one 
Thought of poor undone Roſella. Barina had 
been but lately married to an accompliſh'd Cheva- 
lier, her Obligations to him made her for a while 
hold out againſt all the Attempts of falſe Adolphus, 
— but at laſt, the ſoft Deceiver found a way to 
wind himſelf into her Heart; and ſhe too, like Ra- 
ella, became the Prey of his Deceits. 

Never was I more enrag'd, continu d the Deity, 
(and while he ſpoke, from his indignant Eyes ſhot 
Rays too keenly bright for weak Humanity to ſuſ- 
tain) than when I found myſelf by the unfathomable 
Heart of this Deceiver thus abus'd and made the 
Property, the Dupe even of that Fiend, who, of all 
Hell's black Agents, I moſt abhor ; and tho'he wears 
my Form, and has uſurp'd my Name, is as contrary 
to me in his Effects, as to the reſt of the immortal 
Powers Never did I give over ſoliciting great 
Jupiter till he had promis'd a long ſucceſſion of 
Woes ſhou'd be the Puniſhment of his Contempt, 
nd dearly has the daring Mortal paid for 
his Hypocriſy, and vile prophaning the ſacred 
Name of Love.— But to return to the unhap- 
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py Victims of his ungovernable Paſſion, Roſella and 
Barina,——Jealouſy, the moſt cruel of all the Paſſions 
that fill my numerous Train, immediately took 
poſſeſſion of the whole Soul of the former of theſe 
Ladies, ſhe found ſhe was undone, and meditated 


on nothing but Revenge on her fair Rival, and 


the injurious Adolphus. An open Detection of 
their Intimacy, ſhe thought wou'd be the moſt 
proper way ; to compaſs which, ſhe employ'd Per- 
ſons to watch em both, and bring her Intelligence 
of the Places of their meeting: but Fortune, or 
their own' Caution, for a great while baffled all 
her Induſtry, and ſhe was almoſt tir'd of the vain 
Purſuit, when ſhe was told that Barina had an ex- 
treme fine dancing Habit making up, in order to 
go to a Maſquerade, which a great Man, a Na- 
tive of U:opia, had given for the Entertainment of 
the Perſons of Condition in this Ifland.——She had 
very lately heard Barina, in preſence of her Hus- 
band and ſome other Company, proteſt ſhe wou'd 
not go to this Ball, and douoted not but the Cauſe - 
of this Secreſy was, that not being ſuſpected to be 
there, ſhe ſhou'd have tie more Opportunity of con- 
verling with Ad/p/4;. In order to be aſſur'd of the 
Certainty, by gr, Bribes ſhe prevail'd on the Wo- 
man who mate the Habit to let her ſee it, and be- 
ing by her confirm'd that it was really prepar'd by 
the deſire ol Barina, and that ſhe was to go in it 
incognita to the Entertainment at the noble Uropian's; 
ſhe beſpoke another to be made for herſelf with the 
ſame privacy, and the Day being arriv'd, went in 
It: She had not been long in the Room where 
the Ball was kept, before ſhe ſaw Baring enter, 
leaning on Adclpbus, whom by his Shape and Sta- 
ture ſhe very well knew; ———ſhe had alfo the 
Morrification of beholding ſome Intimacies be- 
tween em, which mage her almoſt mad with jea- 
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lous Rage ——— perceiving the Husband of Ba. 
rina among ſome FR AS ſhe had no longer 
patience; but going up to him, I thought, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, your Wife had no Inclination for this Di- 
verſion ; but I ſee ſhe has chang'd her Sentiments, 
and ſeems to take greater Advantages of the Li- 
berties of the Place, than thoſe who confeſs'd à 
better Opinion of it. Twas not in her power pre- 
ſently to perſuade him that it was really Barina that 
ſhe As but ſhe confirming it with Imprecations, to 
which ſhe added ſome cutting Jeſts, he reſolv'd to 
be aſcertain'd, and going pretty near her, threw 
the diſguis'd Fair into ſuch terrible Apprehenſions, 
that ſhe fell into a Swoon in the Arms of Adolphus, 
The Husband wou'd doubtleſs have taken this Op- 
portunity of pulling off her Vizard, ſince had it been 
any other than his Wife, the Condition ſhe was in 
wou'd have been ſufficient to excuſe jr, and the 
Effects of jealous Curioſity paſs'd for a friendly 
Office; but that a Nobleman, a Friend to Adolphus, 
happening to be cloſe enough to Roſella when ſh: 
made that Diſcovery to the Husband, gueſſing what 
wou'd be the Conſequence, had drawn three or four 
Gentlemen together, ho under pretence of being 
of her Acquaintance, hurry'd her into another 
Room, where they held the Door while Adolphus 
apply'd means for her Recovery. She was no 
ſooner come to herſelf, than ſhe ſlipp'd out at a Back- 
Door, and making all the expedition ſhe cou'd 
home, got herſelf undreſs'd before her Husband, 
who. was kept ſome time in Talk by Adolphus and 

his Companions, cou'd be there to detect her. Ro- 

' © ſella being thus diſappointed in her Revenge this 
way, had recourſe to other Meaſures : ſhe was a 
near Relation to the Princeſs de Bellgrand, to whom 

the other had the Honour to belong in quality of 

the firſk Woman of the Bed-chamber; and knowing 
very 
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very well that ſhe was a mortal Enemy to Intrigue, 
| eſpecially in thoſe Women who have liſted them- 

© ſelves under men's Banner, acquainted her with 
the whole Story of Adolphus and Barina, and by 
what means they had prevented the Husband from 
ſatisfying himſelf in the Truth of what ſhe had told 
him : but that wiſe Princeſs perceiving the Spleen 
with which ſhe repeated this Adventure, and be- 
ſides having been inform'd of ſome little Paſlages 
between this Lady and Adolphus, very ſharply re- 
primanded her in this manner, Whatever In- 
timacy, ſaid ſhe, there may be berween Barina and 
Adolphus, methinks, it ſhou'd be little matter of 
Concern to you, or at leaſt, I ſhou'd be the laſt Per- 
ſon to whom you ſhou'd expreſs it; who, if I were 
inclin'd to take upon me the office of a Dictator, 
ſhou'd rather begin to preſcribeRules of Behaviour 
to thoſe whoſe Nearneſs of Blood makes. it more 
my Intereſt to regulate their Conduct. ——Roſella 
bluſh'd at this Reproof, being not to ſeek who it 
was ſhe meant; and not doubting but ſomebody had 
done herſelf that good office ſhe was now doing 
Barina———ſhe ſaid no more of the Affair to the 
Princeſs, nor made any further Endeavours of ex- 
poſing her Rival —But the Hatred they con- 
ceiv d againſt each other on this Occaſion, had been 
ſufficient to have ſway'd either of them to the ut- 
ter Ruin of the other, had the Power of inflicting 
it been equal to the l. The Husbands of 
them both little imagining the Cauſe of their Quar- 
rel, have at laſt, wich much Perſuaſions, made a 
Reconciliation, a pretence of it ar leaſt, between 
em; bur the arrival of this firſt Occaſion of their 
Animoſity, will in all probability break the ſlack- 
ned Bonds of this unwilling Unity, and ſet a new 
Fire to Jealouſy, which perhaps rekindled, may 
blaze with more deſtructive Fury than before. 
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There is another Lady likewiſe, who, had he 
return'd ſome Months ago, had vow'd to welcome YG 
him with a Cup of Poiſon, or a Dagger, he having 

been the ruin of her Virgin-Honour.— But her ü 
rifled Charms have yet retain'd the force to cap- al 
tivate the Heart of a great Prince, and in his Arms a 
both the Graces and Falſhood of Adolphus are no ü 
more remembred. So certain is it, that where 
Reſentment is the Effect of ill-rewarded Aſſection, 
the firſt Paſſion ceaſing, or transferr'd to another 
Object, the other of conſequence ſubſides. 
Whenever, therefore, you behold a Woman vio- 
lently enrag'd againſt the Man ſhe once has fondly 
lov'd, you may depend upon it, that whatever her 
Pretences are, he ſtill is dear to her, and that no- 
thing he has done is paſt forgiveneſs, even tho? it 
ſhould be an Injury of the moſt cruel kind. | 

The Deity had ſcarce finiſh'd theſe laſt Words, 
when the highly-favour'd Youth found himſlelt at 
the Gate of a very ſtately Manſion. It was 
encompaſs'd with Coaches, Chariots, fine Chairs, 
and Equipage, in ſo crowding a manner, that if hc 
had known no other way, he muſt now have been 
ſenſible that nothing but a Divine Conveyance 
could have brought him thro' that mingled throng 
of Men, Machines, and Horſes, ſo confuſedly hud- 
dled, that ſcarce the Eye could penetrate with ni- 
cety enough to diſtinguiſh the one from the other, 
They paſs'd however with all the eaſe imaginable 
into a great Hall, then aſcending by a magnificent 
Pair of Stairs came into a Drawing- room, which 
was fill'd with a prodigious Concourſe of Gentle- 
men and Ladies. Early as it was in the morning, 
they all ſeem'd employ'd in thoſe Diverſions which 
are ordinarily made uſe of for the Evening Enter- 
tainment.— At Ombre ſome were buſily enga- 
ged. at Baſſet others. — In one part of the 


ſpa- 


1 
I ſpacious Room a Crowd of Beaux and Belles were 
c cttracted by the muſick of a rattling Dice-box,— 


in another, a well-match'd Pair, more politely, 
were beating Time to the brisk Meaſures of the 
ſprightly Violin. Here, might be ſeen a Youth 
inſpir'd with tender Paſſion, breathe out his Soul 
in Vous of everlaſting Love at the fair Shrine of 
ſome admir'd Coquette; who, vain of her new Con- 
queſt, laughs out aloud, and by a thouſand Affecta- 
tions takes pleaſure to proclaim his Pains, and her 
Diſdain. — There, the Sport of the diſingaged 
part of the Aſſembly, ſtood a forſaken Nymph, 
burſting with jealous Rage to ſee the roving Swain 
addreſs elſewhere thoſe Sighs which once were 
her's At rich Beaufetts the Votaries of Bac- 
chus quaft d reeling Worſhip to the drunken God; 
while the more thinking Heads ſipp'd Coffee, Tea, 


= and luſcious Chocolate. In fine, the Place appear'd a 


Store-houſe .of Delights, where every Senſe was 
free to chuſe the Pleaſure it moſt coveted to en- 
oy. 
Behold, ſaid the Deity, by how many various 
Ways do vain, unthinking Mortals contrive to 
walte thoſe precious Moments they wou'd here- 
after quit all that the World calls valuable to re- 
trieve ! — That Lady, to whom you ſee the 
reſt pay an extraordinary regard, is call'd Ariana, 
ſhe was married very young to the Count D'elpee— 
The Relations on both ſides agreed on the matter 
before either of them were capable of chuſing for 
themſelves. I was not conſulted in the Af- 
fair, aſſiſted not at the Nuptial Rites, nor lit 
the Torch of Hymen. | Tndifference conducted 
them to the Bridal Bed, and Contempt ſoon fill'd the 
place of cold Civility. Both now avoid each 
other's preſence : they meer not but by chance, 
and ſeek Diverſion in difterent Amuſements. 
« 0 „ WI He 
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He maintains a common Courtezan in a Port which 


makes her the Envy of the leſs fortunate part of 


her Profeſſion, and her extravagant Keeper the Ridi- 
cule of Men of better Judgments, and moredelicate 
Taſtes. Ariana, as much to pique him, as gra- 
tify her own Inclinations, has ſet up this Aſſembly, 
where Intrigue eternally goes round, and every 
ſenſual Delight abounds. Various have been the 
Amours ſhe has experienc'd, but the preſent reign- 
ing Monarch of her Heart, is that young Cheva- 
lier with whom ſhe now is talking. Obſerve 
him well, and in his Countenance, and the Air of 
his Deportment, you may find enough to ſpare me 
the trouble of relating his Character. An un- 
ſated Lewdneſs, and unparallel'd Impudence, are 


roo conſpicuous in his Looks and Manners to want 


deſcription ; as for any other Charms, they are 
only in the Fancy of the Woman who admires him. 
Nature has been but little favourable in forming 
him ; nor cou'd the Indigence of his Parents afford 
the Helps of Art to cultivate the unpoliſh'd Maſs, 
or correct the rudeneſs of a Soul well match'd with 
ſucha Body : Yet is he not the Favourite of Ariana 
only; the Wife of a certain very rich and eminent 
Citizen finds in him ſomething ſo agreeable, that 
great part of the Fineries which entitle him to be 
rank'd among the Beau-monde, are owing to her 
Purſe, and at the expence of her Husband's In- 
duſtry bought. 
But now, continued the Deity, I would have you, 
with heedful Eyes, obſerve that graceful Perſon 
who fits retir'd from the reſt of the Company, as 
if ſome ſecret Diſcontent left him no Reliſh for the 
Diverſions of the Place.—In vain, indeed, too guilty 
Mortal] doſt thou ſeek to huſh the Remora's of a 
reſtleſs Conſcience by noiſy Pleaſures, and a con- 


tinued Scene of Extaſies enforc'd. Not = 
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moſt eager Hurry of Deſire, not even Enjoyment 
itſelf can ſhut out Thought. Reflection and 
Remorſe, like Vipers gnaw upon his Vitals, and 
do Eternity ſhall rack him with Promethean Tor- 
tures. He is call'd, purſued the God of tender Wiſhes, 
the Chevalier Berillio; never did Man doat with 
greater Ardency than did he, on a young Maid 
whoſe Name was Sufiana. — All Heaven and 
Nature join'd their Powers to render her one of 
the lovelieſt and moſt accompliſh'd Pieces of the 
whole Creation. Long he ſollicited her Fa- 
your with all the ſoft Perſuaſions, Vows, Sighsz;--. 
Tears, and Adjurations, that the moſt ardent ad Ti 
real Paſſion could inſpire; yet his, alas]! was far 
from being ſo, as the Cataſtrophe of their Amour 
has teſtified — Unchangeableneſs and Perſeverance 
in all Events being the only Proof that it is in re- 
ality my Influence which actuates the Minds of 
thoſe who plead my Name as an Excuſe for the 
inadvertent Actions of their ungovern'd Folly.— 
Sufiana was deſcended of an honourable Family, 
but her Fortune not anſwering her Birth, ſhe was 
educated at the Expence of an Uncle extremely 
rich— No Accompliſhments befitting a Maid of 
Condition were denied her, and ſhe perfected 
herſelf ſo well in them, that few could equal her, 
and none exceed. She profited ſo much by the 
good Example of one of the beſt of Mothers, and 
the Precepts inſtill'd into her Youth, that amidſt 
the Temptations of a debauchd Age, and the daily 
Sollicitations of a number of Admirers, ſhe main- 
rain'd a Reputation clear and untainted even from 
the ſuſpicion of an immodeſt Act, or unchaſte 
Wiſh.—— Bur not the ſtricteſt Virtue refuſing 
admittance to my Darts, ſhe felt my Influence in 
favour of the ſeemingly faithful Berillio. In fine, 
ſhe loy'd, nor had Artifice to conceal the all- 
com- 
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commanding Paſſion—— The diligent obſerver 
read it in her Bluſhes, and the ſoft varying Glan- 
ces of her love- ſick Eyes, whenever ſhe gaz d upon 
the agreeable Decei ver.  Pleas'd at the Diſco- MY 
very, and vain on his experienc d Power, he ſoon 
by his Behaviour teſtified how great an Enemy to 
the fervency of Deſire, Security 1s. He now 
n to think, that ſince ſhe lov'd, there was no- 
thing he might not expe& from the Violence of 
that Paſſion; and that he might both enjoy her, 
and at the ſame time repair his ruin'd Fortune by 
chuſing a Bride in whoſe power it was more to ad- 
vance his Intereſt at Court. — Doria, a Widow 
of Seventy, but greatly joyntur'd, had lately gi- 
ven him ſome Teſtimonies of her Affection, and 
her Wealth was a ſufficient Poize in the Balance 
of his Opinion againſt rhe Good-humour and Me- 
rits of the other. Being determin'd to gain 
her, there requir'd no more to do fo, than his 
communicating his Intentions : ſhe immediately 
conſented to be his Wife ; and though he had pro- 
ceeded ſo far with the Friends of Sufiana, as to 
appoint a Day for the celebration of their Nup- 
tials, heform'd an Excuſe to delay it, and on the 
very Morning deſign'd to give that blooming Beauty 
to his Arms, he became the Husband of a Woman 
who was more than twice his Age.—— He wrote 
a Letter to that Fair abandon'd, endeavouring to 
vindicate the Crime he had been guilty of, by lay- 
ing the blame on the Neceſſity of his Affairs, and 
the fear he was in of involving her in his Mis- 
fortune; but it was ſo far from working the Effect 
he aim'd at, that fir'd with a generous Diſdain at 
his perfidious dealing, ſhe refolv'd, if poflible, to 
think of him no more, but with the urmoſt Scorn 
and Deteſtation; and to convince him that ſhe did 


ſo, in a very few days married herſelf to a Man 
as 
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as far beneath her both in Birth and Fortune, as 
her ungrateful Lover had ſeem'd to think ſhe was 
to him. — In this ſudden Choice ſhe regarded nor 
the Conſent of Friends, or the certain appearance 
there was of being wretched ; ſhe thought of no- 
thing but expreſſing her Reſentment, and to pique 
the Man that had affronted her, condemn'd herſelf 
to the worſt of Miſeries, a wedded State, without 
either Intereſt or Inclination to ſweeten the bitter 
Pill of an eternal Bondage. But ſoon did both 
repent this Raſhneſs,—he found that Wealth was 
inſufficient to purchaſe Satisfaction; and ſhe, that 
Revenge had but ſhort-liv'd Charms. Each 
wou'd now gladly have quitted all their imaginary 
Pleaſures, to have enjoy'd that real one of Recon- 
ciliation with each other; but the one had too 
much Haughtineſs to ſeem willing to forgive, and 
the other too juſt a Senſe of his Guile to gather 
Confidence to ask it. Both languiſh'd on the 
Rack of fruitleſs Wiſhes for. a time, till Jupiter, in 
pity of Berilio'sPenitence, took from him the greateſt 
Bar to his Deſires. His Wife died of Age, 
and the Grief for his Unkindneſs ; and now tis 
highly probable, in the fulneſs of Deſire for Sufiana, 
and real Contrition for having offended her, would 
have made reparation by marrying her, had ſhe been 
at liberty: but ſhe was unhappy enough to be a 
Widow, and have a Husband ſtill alive; — the 
ungrateful Partner of her Bed had flown from her 
Embraces, and deſpiſing her Charms, liv'd pub- 
. lickly with another Woman.—— Happy might ſhe 

have been, as he renounced her Love, could ſhe 
have renounced the Tye which made her his. 
But that, alas! was indiſſolvable; and tho' he was 
no more a Husband, ſhe muſt be ſtill a Wife. 
The juſt Reflection on this unfortunate Circum- 
ſtance, kept her from admitting the Viſits of Be- 


rillio, 
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rillio, ſenſible as ſhe was of his Remorſe, and Re- 
turn of Affection, chuſing rather to ſee him con- 
ſumed in fruitleſs Languiſhments, and periſh by 
the ſame herſelf, than be guilty of any thing which 
might blemiſh her Reputation, or be of prejudice 
to her Virtue : — But how little is it in the power 
of Human Prudence always to reſiſt the Emotions 
of Paſſion, eſpecially that ſort which I inſpire ! — 
How weak is Reaſon when oppos'd to me |! — 
and how enervate all the Strugglings of Conſidera- 
tion! Berillio, whoſe Deſire increas d by the 
Difficulties it met with, was too aſſidudus to be 
for ever unſucceſsful ; and having, for a long time, 
had Spies on all her Motions, took the opportu- 
nity of ſeizing her one Evening, as ſhe was coming 
home alone from the Temple of} Diana : that Goddeſs 
knowing her Oriſons inſincere, and that it was ra- 
ther the Cenſure of the World, than the Fear of 
her Indignation, which had oblig'd her to wear 
that Veil of Coldneſs, vouchſafed no longer her 
Aſſiſtance to the pretended Devotee, and a few Tears 
and Proteſtations re-eſtabliſh'd the ever dear Be- 
rillio in her Heart, with as full a Power as he poſ- 
ſeſs d before he had offended her. What can 
the burning Lover more deſire than a remiſſion of 
his Crimes, and to behold an equal Paſſion in the 
believing Fair ! There requir'd bur little Ceremony 
for the attainment of his utmoſt Hope, nor would 
the wild Impatience of his Wiſhes permir him to 
uſe much —— With all the Agonies of furious 


Deſire, he ſnarch'd the but half-relutant Charmer 


to his glowing Breaſt, nor parted till her Vircue, 
and each oppoſing Thought was quite ſubdued, 
and in her Arms he had made himfelf a full amends 
for all his Torments paſt. The racking Joys which 4 


firſt Enjoyment, after a long Deſpair, affords, being 
over, abated not the fervour of his Paſſion.— He 
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imagin'd he ſhould for ever feel the ſame, and 
ſwote his Flame grew higher by Poſſeſſion. — 
The undone Tranſported believ'd his Vows, 
and by his preſent Extaſies forming a future 
Proſpe& of never- ending Joys, was eaſily pre- 
vail'd on to return no more to her abandon d 
Home, mixing with his, her ſoft Profeſſions to 
live eternally in each other's Arms. — For a 
time, indeed, never was ſenſual Appetite more 
highly feaſted ; and whoever. had ſeen the A- 
morous Pair together, wou'd not have doubt- 
ed but that it was by my immortal Influence 
they were ſo cloſely link'd ; —but alas! too 
ſoon the wandring Flame diſcover'd itſelf to 
be an Inſpiration. vaſtly different from mine.— 
The dull Tranquillity of unrefuſed Enjoy- 
ment, together with the Sight of a new Beau- 
ty, loſt the unfortunate Suſiana the Heart ſhe 
had ſo dearly , purchaſed, and believed herſelf 
ſo perfectly ſecure of — the once eager Tranſ- 
ports of the inconſtant Berillio, were now de- 
generated into a cold and unimpatient per- 
formance of the Rites of Love, and when with 
longing Eyes ſhe ſeem'd to upbraid the Al- 
teration, with faint Excuſes he put her off —= 
was often indiſpoſed, melancholy, and out of 
humour, in her preſence ; Symptoms which 
2 too plain his Change, and her undoing, 
or her to make a doubt of it; — But where 
was now relief? this Woe was irremediable as 
it was unexpected. —— Sighs, Tears, and 
Reproaches were vain, either to eaſe the An- 
guiſh of her Soul, or move his hardned Heart; 
and when ſhe had recourſe to the latter, as In- 
gratitude will draw them from the gentleſt 
Nature, ſhe found her Condition much worſe 
even than ſhe had fear'd it was — while ſhe 
Vor. II. F conceal d 
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conceal'd her Impatience, and ſought by Soft- 
neſs alone to reclaim him, Pity made him en- 
deavour to diſguiſe the ſecret falſeneſs of his 
perfidious Inclinations ; but when Reſentment 
broke its ſtruggling Paſſage, and vented itſelf 
in railings, with equal indignation he met the 
Tempeſt of her Rage, —- threw off the Hypo- 
crite, and avowed the Villain — the Houſe 
hey livd in became a Scene of perpetual 

4 and in a little time he forſook it, and 
left her expos d to Want, to Shame, and all 
the Miſeries which can attend a Woman aban- 
don'd by the Man for whom ſhe has aban- 
don'd all, and is by all abandon'd. — Her 
Soul too haughty ro ſubmit to ask relief either 
from her inhuman Ruiner, or thoſe whoſe So- 
ciety ſhe had for his ſake abjur'd, reſolv'd to 
ſuffer every Ill that Fortune 'cou'd inflict, rather 
than complain. But of a ſhort duration was 
this Scene of Woe, the omnipotent Jupiter, in 
pity of her misfortunes, commanded Atropos to 
cut the Thread of a Life which was deſtin'd only 
to be wretched. The ungrateful Berillio purſued 
his new Amour with Vigour, and ſoon attain'd 
the accompliſhment of his Deſires z but the Di- 
vine Aſtrea wou'd not permit him to taſte feli- 
city in a paſſion which he had render'd fo fatal 
to another; the Woman whoſe Charms had 
eclips'd thoſe of San, made him dearly re- 
pent the Poſſeſſion of her tainted Beauty 
She had ſome time before her Acquaintance with 
him had an Intrigue with one of the molt 
diſſolute Men of the Age.—He had infected 
her with a loathſome Diſeaſe, which ſhe com- 
municated to her new Admirer———the rack- 
ing Pains which ſeiz'd on his whole Frame, and 
tottur d every Nerve, were infinitely * 
| | what 


(67) 


what he endur'd from theAgonies of Remorſe, 
in the thought of having quitted one of the 


Beſt for one of the Worſt of Womankind. —— 
His bodily Anguiſh the Phyſicians have found 
means to eaſe, but that of his Mind can never 
be alleviated, unleſs (which is an impoſſibility) 
the adamantine Gates of Fate cou'd be unbarr'd; 
and Sufiana permitted to leave the Ehzian 
Plains where now ſhe dwells, and once more 
be reſtor'd to human Life, and Love, and him 
again. 
Thus ended the Hiſtory of Berillio, but the divine 
Author of it ſcarce allow'd his favour'd Hearer 
to pauſe on what he had been told, when he re- 
ſum'd his Diſcourſe to him in this manner: 
Behold, ſaid he, pointing to a Lady habited ex- 
tremely rich, a Woman whoſe Conduct fills all 
who know her with Amazement ! — She ſeems 
to take pains to render herſelf unhappy.— Each 
ſingle Action of her Life has been ſufficient to 
have work'd the utter Ruin of any other Per- 


ſon; but ſo much is ſhe the Favourite of For- 


rune, that thoſe very things which in all pros 


>. 


bability muſt have tended to her Undoing, have” 


been the means of raiſing her. She was married © 


very young to a foreign Nobleman, of an Eſtage 
and Title far ſuperior to her Hopes. — Never 
Man regarded a Wife with more Affection than 
did he; ——his whole ſtudy was to obli ge 
And to have ſeen his Behaviour to her, one 
would rather have imagin'd he was ſolliciting 
her for a Favour on the Grant of which his Life 
depended, than that the Nuptial Tye had au- 
thoriz d his Freedoms with her. But ſhe, un- 
gra teful to this fond Indulgence, and inſenſible 
of the Bleſſing ſhe poſſeſs'd, forfook his Houſe 
and Bed, for the _— of a Chevalier, who 

2 tho. 
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though of a noble Family, was yet a younger 


Branch of it, and had it little in his power to 
ſupport her in the manner ſhe had been uſed to 


live. —— She was now look'd on by all the © 
World as a Creature abandon'd, and as much 


loſt to outward Happineſs as ſhe was to Vir- 
tue. But mark the unimagin'd Event — 
The Grief for her Elopement ſoon put a pe- 
riod to her unhappy — Life; and the 


other yet unſated with her Charms, publickly Wi 


married her, to the inexpreſſible Concern of 
all the Family from which he ſprung.—-— Two 
Brothers, elder than himſelf, happen'd in a (mall 
time after to reſign their Breath to the diſpurelefs 
Will of Fate, leaving him the ſole Heir of a vaſt 
Eſtate, and pompous Title. But ſo much 


was the Father enrag'd at the unworthy Choice- 


he had made, that he endeavour'd by all the 
means the Law could invent to diſinherit him: 
But the Atttempt proving unſucceſsful, he alſo 
died, as 'tis believed, merely thro* Grief and 
Now did ſhe blaze out in all the 


but long it was not in 
her power to continue in this ſettled State; and 
ungrateful to this, as ſhe had been to her for- 
mer Husband, enter'd into an Amour with a 
near Kinſman of his own. So publick was 
the Paſſion each had for the other, and ſoſhame- 
leſs were they in the Gratification of it, that be- 
ing plainly detected of the Crime, her injur'd 
Conſorr, to wipe off as much as poſſible the 
Odium ſhe had brought on him, had recourſe 
to Law, and was endeavouring to procure 4 
Divorce: ſhe now began to regret what ſhe had 
done, and trembled at the Miferies to which ſhe 


believ'd herſelf about to be reduc'd, — It was 
| not 
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not in the power of him who was the Partner 


ot her Guilt, to give her any Conſolation.— 
She rav'd like one diſtracted, and curs'd herſelf 
and him whoſe Inſinuations were like to be ſo 
fatal to her: But it was neither in her 
own, nor any other Perſon's power to inflict on 
her the Miſeries ſhe merited; and when ſhe 
ſeem'd juſt on the very Brink of Wretchedneſs, 
Chance interpos d, and ſnatch'd her from the Dan- 
ger. A Divorce being granted, the Law 
allow'd her but ſo much for her Support, as 
would preſerve her from periſhing for Want.— 
The Lover ſeem'd not to make any Attempt to 
hinder it; but it was no ſooner over than ha- 
ving had ſome ſecret Information of a Deſign 
the other had engag'd himſelf in, contrary to 
the Intereſt of the then reigning Government, 
he made a Diſcovery of it. The Matter was 
trac'd, and he condemn'd to eternal Baniſhment, 
and all his Eſtate and Goods confiſcated. 
As a Reward for his good Service, great part of 
them were beſtow' d on the injurious Kinſman! 

— He married the divorc'd, and ſoon after. 
dying, left her one of the richeſt Widows in the 

Country which claims her Birth; but that not 

being a Place where Riches can compenſate for 

want of Honour, in the eſteem of the Inhabi- 

tants, ſhe turn'd her Effects into ready Caſh, 

and tranſported it with herſelf into this Iſland, 

where in a little time becoming acquainted with 

Ariana, ſhe is now one of her moſt conſtant Vi- 
ſitors, and indulges her Inclinations with all 

thoſe Liberties that Lady is willing to encourage 

in her Gueſts. 

Not ſo, continued the God of Soul- diſſolving Lan- 
911jDments, has that young Beauty, who fits pen- 
e in yonder Window, been favour'd by the 
F 3 Stars: 
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Stars: a gloomy Planet preſided o'er her Birth, 
and ſhed its early Influence on her Head; —for 
one Fault, and that roo betray 'd into by the moſt 
ſeeming tender Paſſion, is ſhe abandon'd by her 
remorſeleſs Parents; and tho' not yet arriv'd at 


her 16th Year, driven out a wretched Exile to 
wander unfriended in an unpitying World— MR 


The unfaithful Man, to whom ſhe owes her 
Ruin, regards not her Complaints, nor has 
Compaſſion for the Woes his fatal Inſinuations 
have brought on her— in a new Charmer's 


Arms, forgets his Vows, and triumphs in Per- 


fidiouſneſs — Thoſe Attractions which drew on 
her Undoing, ſhe is now obliged to exert for her 
Support; and having communicated her Mis- 
fortunes to Ariana, thatWell-wiſher to Intrigue, 
ſoon introduc'd her to the acquaintance of a 
Nobleman, who tho in the declenſion of his Age, 
and is lately married to a very young Lady, fan- 
cies himſelt poſſeſs'd of a Stock of amorous V. 
gour ſufficient to gratify the whole Sex —— 
Thus does this wretched Beauty languiſh out 
her Days in the moſt poinant Sorrows : — lol: 
to all her Soul was fond of; forſaken by al 
thoſe whom the Ties of Blood and Nature ob- 
lig'd to take her part; —— ſhunn'd by the lels 
faulty part of her Acquaintance ; and what is the 
moſt dreadful Ill of all ſhe ſuffers, condemn'd to 
loath d Embraces , and the pain of a diſſembled 
Tenderneſs for a mean Subſiſtence; which, not- 
withſtanding, ſhe is every hour in fear of loſing. 
Much do I lament the Fate of this unhappy 
Beauty ;but all my Interceſſions to Jupiter in her 
behalf have heen in vain. Diana, ſtern 
Goddeſs of Chaſtity, whoſe Votary ſhe had 
vow'd herſelf, reſentful of the Affront, with 
Awec-inſpiring Juno, joins her Power, and _ 
| / (oy 
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ders my Endeavours fruitleſs ;, — and much I 
fear the Rigour of theſe offended Goddeſſes will 


| | 9 not ceaſe to blaſt her with continued Woes, till 


Life worn out with Miſeries ſhall be no more. 
Lo there! (ſaid the Deity, purſuing his Diſcourſe, 
and turning his radiant Eyes on a Woman, who by 
all ber Air and Motions ene might ſee had a very high 
Opinion of herſelf ) there is an Inſtance that even 
the immortal Powers themſelves, ſometimes, are 
partial; or elſe that their Wills are but ſubſer- 
vient to the Decrees of Deſtiny. — She is 
called Sabina, the Daughter of a Chevalier, who 
by his good fortune in the War arriv'd at that 
Title. —She was debauch'd very young by 
the Duke De Marbien, of whom I gave you fo 
large a Hiſtory in yeſterday's Progreſs. In- 
conſtant and wavering as he has ever been in 
all other Affairs of Life, he behav'd to her with 
an Honour and Good-nature little to be ex- 
peed from the reſt of his Character; 
and when he perceiv'd the Town ralk'd loudly 
of the Intrigue between them, to retrieve her 
Reputation, by thoſe Artifices which he is a 
perfect Maſter of, he perſuaded a Gentleman of 
a fine Eſtate, and noble Birth, to become her 
Husband. They continued their Intimacy 
till both were weary of it, and ſought new 
Charms in other Amuſements. — They ſtill are 
Friends, and aid each other. in their different 
Amours, whenever there is occaſion for a third 
Perſon. Ariana's Houſe is generally the 
Place of Rendezyous, and her Quality and In- 
tereſt ar Court a Sanction for thoſe who ſin by 
her permiſſion. See how ſhe ſeems to ſcorn the 
Cenſures of the World! With what an in- 
decent Freedom does ſhe treat that vain gaudy 
Fop who entertains her ! —— Behold ! how ſhe 
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ſufters him to kiſs and ruMe her in this publick 
Aſſembly.— Great Jupiter! how ſhameleſ]y 


diſdainful of the Rules of Virtue, does ſhe now © 
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permit his roving Hands to wander o'er her 


unguarded Boſom, and preſs her panting Breaſts! 
—— And ſee, now they retire together, to ad 
in yonder cloſe Alcove thoſe diſſolute Pleaſures 
Which this has been bur the prelude to. 
noble Youth ! added the Deity of pleaſing Anguiſh, 
how are my Rites prophaned by ſuch as theſe! 

To what groſs Purpoſes is my ſacred 
Name, by ſuch preſuming 
upe! e 


The Divine Intelligence here paus'd a while, 


ortals, made the 
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render'd unable to proſecute his Narration, by | : 


a Sight ſo ſhocking to his heavenly Nature; but 
. the Stranger had his Eyes intently 

x'd on an Qbje& which juſt then enter'd the 
Room, he endeavour'd Patience to recollect him- 
ſelf enough to ſatisfy that Curioſity which a 
Sight ſo new and ſtrange could not tail of exci- 
ting — It was a Woman, whom to adorn one 
would have thought the Riches of the Eaſt had 
been entirely ranſack'd. — All the various 
Gems which Aſia or Africk produces, darted 
their blended Blaze around her Form.— So co- 


ver'd o'er with Luſtre, that ſhe appear*da Con- 


ſtellation of united Glories, —— Three lovely 
Youths, habited like Cupids, and almoſt as beau- 
tiful, bore up her ſplendid Train.—— A bloom- 
ing Virgin on either hand help'd to ſupport the 
unwieldy Bulk of Grandeur ; — for ſhe was of 
a Size as extraordinary as the reſt of her Ap- 
pearance.— Our Traveller could imagine no 
other, than that to the Wonders the Deity had 
favour'd him with beholding, he had now forc'd 
Time, ſubmiſſive to his Will, to bring back the 
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product of many thouſand Ages paſt, and that 
this was ſome Empreſs of the Antediluvian Race. 
The obſerving God, who read in his Counte- 
nance what his Con jectures were, thus, with a 
Smile, corrected the wildneſs of his Imagination: 
How ſtrangely, reſumed he, are you Mortals de- 
ceived by Appearances! How eaſy were it to 
impoſe on your Belief, that this Woman were 
ſome Goddeſs ; or at leaſt of a Species ſuperna- 
tural in theſe Days: —— yet is ſhe not only 
no more than Woman, but alſo one of the worlt 
and vileſt of her Kind; — born of a Family ob- 
ſcure ; — poſſeſs'd even in her Youth but of 
moderate Charms; — and of a Soul wild and 
uncultivated by the politer Arts, or any Advan- 
tages of Education. By ſupreme Wicked- 
nels alone has ſhe attain'd to Greatneſs. 
In that, indeed, ſhe excels in ſuch a manner, 
that ſhe may challenge Hell, and vye with any 
Fiend to equal her in Malice, Cruelty, or De- 
ceit, —— She is of that pernicious Diſpoſition, 
that ſhe can taſte no Joy but in inflicting Mi- 
ſery. — Where-e'er ſhe goes, ſhe, Comet-like, 
portends Deſtruction. Thro' many Nations 
has ſhe ſpread her poiſonous Influence, and tri- 
umphs in the Ruins which ſhe brings. This 
Iſland 1s by Fate allotted to be the laſt Scene 
of her conquering Miſchief. She acted in 
concert with Lucitario, in the impoſition of the 
inchanted Mel, and plum'd herſelf in the Fail of 
many ruin'd Innocents, whoſe Wealth ſhe fre- 
quently made themſelves the bearers of to Para- 
mours of her own, in Kingdoms art hoſtility with 
this Republick. But thoꝰ to have aPropenſity to Ill, 
and want the Power of acting it, would be of 
little diſſervice to Mankind, I will briefly relate 
the Means by which ſhe has arrived to it. 

She 


(74) 
She was born in a City which borders on 


that part of the Sea which divides the magnifi- 
cent Kingdom of Utopia from the reſt of the 


World. The Indigence of her Parents, and 
ſomething in her Nature, which made her ambi- 


tious of a higher State than that to which ſhe 


was born, oblig'd her early to quit their Houſe; 1 


and equipp'd in as handſome a manner as they 


could afford, ſhe ſer out into the World. 
Having heard much Talk of the Wealth of 
Utopia, ſhe repair'd thither, where without any 
other Recommendation than her own Aſſurance, 
ſhe was recommended to the Service of a noble 


Lady, whoſe Husband ſoon after going Em- 


baſſador to one of the richeſt Courts in the 
Eaſtern World, ſhe attended in that Voyage, and 
behaving herſelf with an admirable Artifice a- 
mong the Family, was taken notice of by the 
Miſtreſs of it in a peculiar faſhion, and in a 
little time preferr'd to be the higheſt Servant, 
and neareſt to herſelf. But this generous 
Benefa&reſs dying, ſhe was in the utmoſt 
plunge of 'Thought by what means ſhe ſhould 
tupport herſelf in the State ſhe now had been 
accuſtom'd to ; when a Lady, who had been in- 
timate with the deceaſed, knowing the Regard 
ſhe had for Auglawra, (for ſo this ruinous Crea- 
ture is call'd) introduc'd her to the Empreſs, 
giving her a Character ſuch as made the other 
think ſhe could not be poſleſs'd of a greater 
Jewel than ſo faithful and ingenuous a Servant. 
And ſo much was that great Princeſs de- 
ceiv'd by her Pretences, that a ſmall time ſaw 
her become the greateſt Favourite of the firlt 
Woman in the Globe. So artfully had ſhe 
conceal'd the Seeds of Miſchiet in her Soul, that 
tho" ſhe had many Qbſervers, the moſt diſ- 

cerning 
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cerning of 'em had not yer reach'd the Power of 
taxing her even of the ſmalleſt Frailty or Inde- 
corum, either in her Diſpoſition or Conduct: 
And this reputation of Sanctity furniſh'd her 
with the Means of bringing about the moſt hor- 
rid Piece of Villany and Barbarity, which, per- 
haps, any other Nation in the Univerſe can 
give you an Example of. That Demon Luft 
having taken poſſeſſion of her Soul, ſhe burnt in 
the moſt ſtrong Deſires for a young Nobleman, 
call'd Andeus who for ſome Years had made his 
reſidence in that Court; hopeleſs of ſucceſs, 
ſhe hitherto had bore conceal'd the ſmother'd 
Anguiſh.—— Now vain and exalted in Mind 
at nk herſelf rais'd to a Station ſo far above 
her Expectations, ſhe began to think there was 
nothing to which ſhe might not pretend. 
She thought there needed no more to engage 
his utmoſt Devoirs, than to let him know they 
wou'd not be diſpleaſing to her, and that he was 
a Man whom ſhe vouchſafed to approve ; but 
how to do this, with a decency becoming the 
reſt of her Character, ſhe cou'd not preſently find 
out: To write to him, ſhe thought wou'd be 
unbecoming that ſtrict Modeſty ſhe had al- 
ways profeſs'd; and beſides, by fo plainly con- 
feſſing the violence of her Paſſion, lay herſelf 
under too great an Obligation for the Returns 
he ſhou'd make her. Kind Looks therefore, 
and render Glances were alli the Teſtimonies of 
Love which ſhe cou'd yet prevail with her Pride 
to give him; but perceiving that he either 
wanted penetration or will to take notice of 
them, and her wild Deſires every moment gaining 
ground, ſhe reſolv'd at laſt ro ſpeak more plain: 
And having one day an Opportunity, by being 
alone with him, ſhe fell into a Diſcourſe, as 
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tho' it were by accident, of the unrivall'd Power 
of Love, and by many Inſtances was proving 
how infinitely ſuperior to all the other Gods, 
my influence has from the firſt date of Time 
been daily teſtify d. But tho* this Gentleman 
had in all other Converſations been reckon'd a 
Perſon of few Words, ſhe no ſooner hit on this 
Theme, than he began to declaim on it with 
the Wir and Elocution of an Orator, and by 
his warmth in aſſerting the Truth of what ſhe 
ſaid, and the reality of my Godhead, gave her 
immediately to underſtand that he was from 
being a Stranger tothe Proof, and that too in the 
moſt ſublime and paſſionate manner.—He told 
her that a Heart really ſuſceptible of the Force of 


Love, wou'd think no Task, tho* never ſo danger- 


ous, too difficult to undertake, to convince the 
ador'd Object of his Sincerity, and that Death 
itſelf were mean, when compar'd to Deſpair, — 
At theſe Words ſhe interrupted him, by asking 


him, what ſort of Pity, then, he thought was 


due to one who felt thoſe Tortures which hope- 
leſs Love creates? If the Paſſion, Madam, 
anſwer'd he, be grounded on Honour, there 1s 
nothing I think one ought not to do, to recom- 
pence ſuch Zeal ; bur all, alas! (continued he, 
Vith a Sigh) are not worthy of Reward, though 
none ſhou'd be exempted from Compaſſion. — 
The indrawn Notice of his, to her, inſenſible 
Eyes, as he ſpoke this, too plainly told her, 


that tho' he was himſelf in the Condition he 


deſcrib'd, yet his Pains were not occaſioned by 
a Perſon preſent—and Jealouſy that moment 
raking poſſeſſion of her Soul, was of no ſmall 
ſervice to her Pride —She ſcorn'd to be in- 
debted to his Pity, ſince ſhe found his Love was 


pre- ingag d, and was now fo far from proſecu- 
ting 
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ting her Deſign of letting him know the Af- 
ſection ſhe had for him, that ſhe dreaded nothing 
ſo much as that he ſhould diſcover it——ſhe 
therefore broke off the Converſation as ſoon as 
ſhe cou'd without doing it abruptly, and re- 
tir d to meditate on this addition to her for- 
mer Diſquiets. 

Twou'd be too tedious to relate the various 
Reſolutions which her diſtracted Mind no ſooner 
form'd than broke it ſhall ſuffice to ſay, that 
ſhe endured all that Deſpair and Rage,and Grief 
and Jealouſy, can work in diſappointed Woman; 
——ſometimes ſhe was for murdering the inno- 
cent Cauſe of her Agitations —— ſometimes 
herſelf ;——bur the moſt permanent Deſign that 
cou'd harbour in her diſorder d and incoherent 
Thoughts, was to be reveng'd on the happy 
Rival, whoſe Charms had made him blind and 
deaf to all other Attractions: But when ſhe 
conſider'd how little probability there was of 
finding her out, her Frenzy grew to the higheſt 
pitch that one can poſſibly imagine it to be. 
She had certainly done ſome deed of deſpera- 
tion, either on herſelf or the ador'd Inſenſible, 
had fate not ſent her a Relief by the moſt un- 
expected means. The Melancholy ſhe was of 
late poſſeſt of, had been ſo viſible, that the 
whole Court took notice of it, and the Empreſs, 
who particularly eſteem'd her, very earneſtly de- 
fir'd to be made acquainted with the Cauſe, aſſur- 
ing her that if the Remedy lay within the Com- 
paſs of her Power, ſhe ſhou'd not fail of finding 
it. But this ſubtle Woman, whoſe haughtineſs 
of Narure would not permit her to reveal the 
real Reaſon, not to ſeem ungrateful for ſo ge- 
nerous an offer, immediately form'd a Story, that 
her Father being croſſing an Arm of the Sea, had 

| been 
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been taken by Pirates, who demanding a much 
larger Sum than was in the power of his Fa- 
mily to raiſe, he was in all probability made a 
Slave for Life——She told this Tale with ſo 
many Tears, and added fo many plauſible Cir- 
cumſtances to it, that the Empreſs ſuſpected not 
the Truth, and preſently order d her the Sum 
ſhe mention'd out of her privy Purſe — 
Thus did ſhe bring herſelt off from diſcover- 
ing What ſhe wou'd rather have died than 
acknowledg'd, and at the ſame time increaſe the 
Store which her Avarice had before treaſur'd 
up by all the Ways her ſordid Diſpoſition cou'd 
invent. The good Empreſs, who labour'd un- 
der the moſt poignant affliction which can 
torment a virtuous Soul, having by ſo great a 
Benevolence bound faſt, as ſhe imagin'd, the en- 
tire Fidelity of Auglawra, thought ſhe might 
find ſome eaſe of anguiſh in relating to this 
favourite Confidante the Hiſtory of her mistor- 
runes: Being one day more than ordinarily 
preſt by them, and unable longer to ſuſtain 
the ſecret Weight of galling Anguiſn 
O Auglawra, ſaid ſhe, how happy were it for 
me that I could purchaſe Peace at the ſame 
rate for my felt as I have done for you 
or if the forfeiture of all my Greatneſs, Power, 
and State cou'd do it, how gladly would I re- 
nounce the gaudy Idols, and become gCottager, 
the mean Inhabitant of ſome little Hutt, my 
Food the product of the Field, and for my 
Drink, that which the Cryſtal Stream alone 
affords! —— How bleſt were ſuch a Life, com- 
par'd with wretched Pomp like mine! The 
Amazement theſe Expreſſions created in the mind 
of her who heard them, did not hinder her from 


making uſe of all her Cunnipg to engage the o- 
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ther to diſcover the Occaſion ; and after oblig- 
ing her toa Vow of Secrecy, You know, (ſaid 
that unſuſpeRing Princeſs) that it 1s not Love 
which makes the Nuptials of Perſons of my 
Rank, condemn'd even from our Birth the Peo- 
ple's Slaves, and Victims to the Intereſts of 
State Il never ſaw this Emperor till deſtin d 
to his Bed, and cou'd not feel for him, nor 
he for me, thoſe pleaſing Pains and ſoft Deſires 


Z which have alone the power to make Marriage 


prove a Bleſling : Yer free from any prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, I ſubmitted to my fate without a mur- 
mur, nor fear'd the Curſe I have ſince expe- 
rienc'd, ——Some Years paſt over in a dull Tran- 
quility, but oh, when the Young, the Gay, the 
Charming Arideus appear d before my wandring 
Eyes, that happy Calmneſs ceas d, and I became 
all Tranſport for a moment——then all Diſtrac- 
tion, Confuſion, Shame, and Sorrow Yes, I 
confeſs, (continued the Royal Mourner, ſighing 
as if her heart-{trings were that inſtant crack- 
ing) that I no ſooner ſaw and heard the Won- 
ders of his Wit and Beauty, than I became a 
Slave ro ſuch uncommon Charms——even my 
whole Soul was raviſhed, and I had no more the 
power of reaſoning, or reflecting on the vaſt 

deſtruction I was plunging myſelf into. To add 
to my Misfortune, I ſaw too ſoon (as Lovers 
have diſcerning Eyes) he felt the ſame unhappy 
Flame for me too plainly in his bluſhes and 
his tremblings, I read the fatal Tale, and al- 
molt died with Apprehenſion of the Conſe- 
quence——T fear'd the Influence of his potent 
Charms, the unbounded Force of Paſſion, and 
my Sex's weakneſs, and had not Vanity enough 
to promiſe myſelf I cou'd maintain my Virtue 
in ſuch unequal Strugglings——all that I had 


to 
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. d | — . 8 F 
to hope, was that his Reſpect wou'd prevent hin 
from asking, what I had ſo much cauſe to dread, 


that I ſhould not have the power of refuſing— 
In Agonies too terrible for deſcription, did both © 
of us for a long time labour with filent Wiſhes 
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but at length the ſmother'd Flame broke A A 


out with utmolt Violence—proſtrate and ſhook 3 


with inward Convulſions, amidſt a thoufand 1 | 


FX 
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Sighs, a thouſand nameleſs Teſtimonies of the 


moſt fierce deſpair he own'd his Love, and beggę d 


forgiveneſs. 


ſimulation to conceal what paſs'd within — 


He ſaw the moſt ſecret Workings of my tu- 


I, all confus'd, alarm'd, dil- 
ſtrated with the different Emotions, which all 
at once roſe in my divided Soul, had not di- 


multuous Thoughts, and had his not been the | bs 


moſt pure, moſt perfect Paſſion that ever was, 


muſt have form'd hopes to the deſtruction of i 
my Glory. Bur though he knew my weak- 


neſs—my inability of oppoſing, he offer'd not 
to ſeize, nor attempted the leaſt Liberty, which 


Honour might not without a bluſh afford 


Days, Weeks, Months, and Years have fince 


been witneſs of the ſame Reſpect. The ſame d- 
ſtant Awe, on his fide, and Reſerve on mine; but 
with what pain to both, none but thoſe who | 


have experienc'd the like can gueſs In Lit- 


deſtroying Languiſhments the noble Youth con- | 
ſumes, nor can I bear it longer; yet reſolute Wl 


never to tranſgreſs the bounds of Honour, I have 
reſolv'd to baniſh him my preſence, to drive 


him from this fatal Place, and my unhappy N | 


Beauty. —. Time and Abſence may reſtore 
us both to Peace. 


A Flood of Tears here intercepted the Paſlzge L ; 


of her Words, and the various Emotions of het 


own diſturb'd Soul, hinder'd her from * 4 
thole Bp 
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thoſe of Ag/aura, which otherwiſe would have 
poveen viſible enough in her Countenance from the 
irſt mention of Arideus ; little had ſhe imagin'd 
hat he was enamour'd of the Empreſs, and 
puch leſs that his Charms had been taken no- 
ice of by her in the manner ſhe now found 


Whey were. Jealouſy and Deſpair now 
Wplay'd their parts with utmoſt Violence in her 
aiſtracted Thoughts; and ſcarce cou'd all her 
EA rtifice in ſo dreadful a Surprize, prevent the 
ſtruggling Paſſions from ſhowing themſelves too 
plainly. The Anſwers ſhe made were ſo 
Wincoherent, that ſo wiſe a Woman as the Em- 
preſs muſt preſently have known ſome ſecret 
Diſturbance was the cauſe of it, had ſhe not 
been too much taken up with her own Sorrows 
Wand Diſtractions, to regard the Behaviour of ano- 
rher. Some Company coming in, gave a 
Wrimely relief to Aglaura, and ſhe withdrew to 
Wmeditate on this Adventure. 
= It: would be needleſs-ro repeat the various 
=VWhirls of her tormented Paſſions ar fo unlook'd 
for a Circumſtance, or the many Stratagems ſhe 
Wform'd for the deſtruction of thoſe who caus'd in 
her ſuch intolerable Anxieties : You may believe 
Wa Deſire, violent and raging like hers, bounded 
by no Principles of Honour or Morality, when 
Sg working in a Mind wholly a ſtranger to Gra- 
ritude, or any Virtue, muſt drive her to the 
= -cting any thing, tho' ne'er ſo deſperate, to pur- 
chaſe Vengeance. She made no difficulty of in- 
Nroking the Fiends, and ſummoning all Hell to 
Wher aſſiſtance. The ready Promprers of 
Murders, Parricides, and every damning Crime 
Wobey'd her call, and in a little time furniſh” 
ber Invention with a Deſign fit only for them- 
ſelves to inſtigate, or her to a&. 
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The preparatory Scene of the horrid Tra. 
gedy ſhe had form'd in her pernicious Brain, 
was to acquaint a young Lady who had lately 
been introduc'd to the Bed-chamber, and knew 
little of the Court, or the Diſpoſition of the 
Empreſs, wich the Story of that unhappy Prin- 
ceſs's Affection for Arideus ; letting her know 
ſhe had it from her own Mouth, and repeating her 
Words fo far as would make her appear crimi- 
nal, but wholly concealing thoſe which would 
have clear'd her, and excited rather the Com- 
paſſion than Blame of any who might have 
heard them. In fine, ſhe repreſented her 
as a Woman who had intirely abandon'd her 
Honour to gratify her Paſſion.— This done, 
ſhe took an opportunity, when ſhe heard the 
Emperor was lain down to repoſe, as he ordina- 
rily did every day after Dinner, to get into the 
Lobby ; which being divided from the Room 
he was in only by a piece of Tapeſtry, he 
could not well avoid hearing every thing that 
paſs'd. Nor could any other Perſon have 
the ſame advantage, none being ſuffer'd to [tay 
in the Apartment during thoſe hours of Reſt, 
but two or three Attendants which ſhe knew 
waited in a diſtant Gallery on the other fide 
his Chamber.—— She had with her this Lady, 
whom under the name of Confidante ſhe made 
her Property in this moſt vile Deſign ; and ha- 
ving placed herſelf in ſuch a manner as the was 
certain her very Sighs muſt reach the Emperor's 
Ear, thus began to infuſe that Poiſon into his 
Soul, which very rarely is expell'd without 
ſome dreadful Miſchief. 

What are the Charms, ſaid ſpe, cf this too 
fortunate guilty Youth ! — Can any thing 


be more gracetul, more commanding Love * 
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Reſpe& than the Perſon of our Emperor! Even 
tho he were a private Man, his Equal ſcarcely 
wou'd be found in the habitable World: 
but as he is adorn'd with Royalty, and all 
thoſe Accompliſhments which dignify a Crown, 
ah! how depraved muſt be the Taſte ! — how 
loſt to Reaſon as well as Honour mult be the 
Heart, which has a Corner for any other Idea! 
And O (purſued ſhe, with a Voice which 
ſeem'd to expreſs a greater Concern than even 
her Words declar'd) how dreadtul ! how aſto- 
niſhing to Reflection is the Crime of injuring 
ſuch a Husband ! How truly glorious 
were the Condition of this Empreſs, did ſhe 
value the Bleſſings ſhe is in poſſeſſion of! 
And what a Chaos of Guilt, Remorſe and 
Shame muſt now fill up her tortur'd Breaſt, and 
render her beyond deſcription wretched, as ſhe 
has beyond all hope of mercy ſinn'd.— Sighs 
and Tears ſeem'd here to break off her Excla- 
mations ; and the other innocently anſwer'd, 
That nothing could more ſenſibly afflict her, 
than that a Lady ſo perfect in every Grace, 
ſhould have made a forfeit of her Virtue. O 
tis a ſhocking Thought, reſum' dAglaura, nor can 
I look on that Seducer of her Honour, the flat- 
tering Arideus, without Deteſtation, without 
Horrour. — She was going on in this 
manner, when the Emperor, who had loſt no- 
thing of what was faid, had no longer Patience 
to contain himſelf ; but ſtarting from his Couch, 
and flying into the Lobby, Who is it, ſaid he, 
that ſeems to lament the Emperor's Diſhonour, 
and would keep from him the knowledge ” it, 

he 
cunning Aglaura, counterfeiting as great a 
ſerror at his ſudden ruſhing in upon them, as 
62 het 
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her Companion felt in good earneſt, fell with 
her on her Knees, and entreated his forgiveneſ;, 
lou have done nothing, replied he, which 
ſhould offend me, unleſs it be concealing from 
me my Diſgrace, which you may eaſily repair by 
acquainting me with the whole Secret of the 
Empreſs's ſhameful Conduct. With the 
— art fully ated Grief that ever was, did this 
wicked Creature ſeem to evade what was defi- 
red of her; and by affecting an Inclination to 
clear the Empreſs, made her appear more vile, 
till the Emperor growing impatient, made uſe of 
Threatnings to compel her to relate all ſhe 
ſeem'd to know. Forc'd to what ſhe moſt - 
defir'd, ſo monſtrous a Hiſtory did her inven- 
tive Brain produce, that one would think all 
Heaven were deaf, ſince not one God appear d 
in Thunder, and ſtruck her in the guilty Mo- 
ment dead. To prove the truth of what ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe undertook to give him the ocular Demon- 
ſtration of the Intimacy between the Empreſs 
and Arideus ; and he telling her he ſhou'd expect 
it from her, promis'd to ſuſpend his Vengeance 
till that time. ä | | 
It now, indeed, lay on her to prove what 
ſhe had ſo boldly aſſerted, and ſhe fer herſelf 
to do it in this manner: At the Hour 
of Night, when Mortals ordinarily betake them- 
ſelves to that Repoſe which Nature exacts from 
all Humanity, ſhe ſent a Page to Arideus, with 
an Order that he ſhould that very moment at- 
tend the Empreſs in her private Cloſet —— 
The Gentleman ſurpriz'd at ſo unuſual a Com- 
mand, that Princeſs having ever ſhunn'd his 
Preſence in private, obey'd the Summons with 
a Heart full of expectation. That Lady, 


whom Aglaura had made her innocent * 
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plice in this Affair, being then in waiting, had 
Inftrucions from her to admit him, telling her, 
it was the Empreſs's deſire. - She was half 
undreſs'd, and reading at her Toylet, when 
Arideus enter'd the Room, and amaz'd at the 
Preſumption of his Viſit, was beginning to ex- 
preſs her Reſentment in Terms which would 
have made this obſequious Lover dearly repent 
his 'Temerity ; when gueſſing that either he 
had been bur deceiv'd in her requiring his At- 
tendance, or that ſhe had done it only to re- 
prove him for ſome Fault his Inadvertency had 
committed, he fell on his Knees, and began to 
entreat her Pardon, tho' as yet he was ignorant 
of the Cauſe of her Diſpleaſure —— Juſt at 
that moment of his Humiliation, the Emperor 
ruſh'd into the Room, accompanied by Aglaura, 
who watch'd the orher's entrance, and had gi- 
ven notice of it, The Poſture he beheld him in, 
his Wife's Diſhabille, the Privacy of the Place, 
and Time of Night, all concurr'd to make every 
thing that Incendiary had told him, appear un- 
doubted”Truth. Tranſported with the moſt violent 
Rage, and deaf to Conſideration, he drew a 
Scymitar from his ſide, and plung'd it in theBreaſt 
of the innocent Arideus, who fell that Inſtant 
expiring at his feet. The Empreſs, who 
was utterly a ſtranger either to the Reaſon of 
his coming, or her Husband's Indignation, and 
ſtruck with a ſudden Horror at fo dregdful a 
Spectacle, fell into a Swoon on the dead Body 
of her Lover. The Emperor flung. out 
of the Room, vowing never to ſee her more: 
And, indeed, he kept his Word; for that un- 


happy Lady, diſtracted with this diſmal Cata- 
ſtrophe of her innocent Amour, and beyond 
meaſure grieved at the untimely death of a 
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Man whom fhe had loved ſo tenderly, fell into 
a lingring Diſeaſe of which ſhe died. — 'The 
Pangs of Death being on her, ſhe intreated to 
ſee the Emperor, but he refuſed it, being inſti- 
ated to that laſt Barbarity, as he had been to 
the firſt, by the pernicious Inſinuations of Aglau- 
ra. — Age, and too much indulging her- 
ſelf in all thoſe riotous Delights to which her 
Nature is prone, has made her ſince grow 
coarſe and groſs, but ſhe was then agreeable 
enough in her Perſon ; ſuch as ſhe was, how- 
ever, together with the Remembrance of the 
Tenderneſs with which ſhe had ſeem'd to la- 
ment his Misfortune, when he over-heard 
her in the Lobby, made him look on her with 
the Eyes of Love. In fine, he courted, he 
addreſſed her in the moſt paſſionate manner — 
She, who had ſacrific'd the Man ſhe lov'd to 
her Revenge, was eaſily prevail'd on to ſacrifice 
every thing to her Ambition. — —She yielded 
to his Defires, and was immediately created a 
Marchioneſs. It is a pretty general Ob- 
ſervation, that when a Man is poſſeſsd of that 
Perfection ſo rare to be found in that Sex, 
Conſtancy, it is in favour of ſome Woman whole 
want of Merit renders it rather a Fault than 
the contrary, and degenerates the molt lovely of 
all the Virtues into a Vice. Aglaura no 
ſooner ſaw herſelf in a condition which ſhe 
thought ſet her above Scandal, than ſhe left off 
to diſguiſe her Temper.— Her natural Inſo- 
lence, Avarice, Ingratitude, Cruelty now broke 
forth. The ſmalleſt ſhadow of an Indignity 
offer d to her, was ſure to be ſeverely puniſh'd ; 
and all the Favours ſhe receiv'd, forgot. 
For the leaſt appearance of Profit to herſelf, ſhe 


would make no ſcruple to betray the Lives of 
| thoſe 
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thoſe ſhe pretended moſt to eſteem, and had 
done her the moſt ſignal Services. Dan- 
gerous was it to have her for an Enemy, and 
impoſſible to gain her to be a Friend. She 
grew the Hate and Terror of the whole Court, 
yet ſo abſolutely did ſhe rule the Emperor's 
Heart, and ſo great a Power had ſhe over all 
kis Actions, that he had certainly married her 
after the death of the Empreſs, had not his own 
in a very little time enſued. The ſucceed- 
ing Heir made it his firſt Deſign to revenge the 
Kingdom on this Cormorant, who, in the ſhorc 
Time of the Emperor's Infatuation, had well 
nigh devour'd the Kingdom's Wealth ; but ſhe 
had more Policy than to permit the execution 
of it. She no ſooner tound the Emperor's 
Life in danger, than ſhe removed all her Effects 
out of the Kingdom; and the very moment that 
Breath forſook his Body, made her eſcape her- 
ſelf with ſo much ſpeed and ſecrecy, that tho' 
there were many ſent in purſuit of her, none 
had the good fortune to ſucceed. 

The next Stage of her continued Miſchiefs 
was in a Nation at War with that which ſhe 
had lefr ; — by betraying the Councils, and the 
exact Number of the other's Forces, pointing 
them out a ready way to Conqueſt, ſhe ſo far in- 
gratiated herſelf among them, that Statues were 
erected to her as toa guardian Goddeſs — And 
tho' ſhe here experienc'd variety of Amours, 
ſhe manag'd them with that Artifice, that the 
Prince De Comus charm'd with her Wit, and 
Addreſs, thought her worthy of his Bed. —— 
Nothing could be more magnificent than the 
Celebration of their Nuptials; — all the Pomp 
of the Eaſt contributing to make it ſplendid : — 
Nor did ever Man doat with greater Ardency 
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than did he on this Compound of Deceit and 
Ba ſeneſs. A change of Affairs obliging 
him to remove to this Iſland, ſhe came with 
him, and ſtill maintains her uſual Sovereiguty 
over his Affections; and tho' the Beauty of 
ſeveral of theſe fair Iſlanders has now and then 
tempted him to break thro* the Strictneſs of the 
Hymeneal Contract, yet does he immediately re- 
turn to his firſt Vous, and by his Penitence, 
and redoubled Endearments, repair the Tranſ- 
greſſion he has been guilty of. — "The Reſpe& 
Which every one pays to the Prince, makes them 
appear blind to the Behaviour of his Wife; and 
it is under the Sanction of his Name that ſhe 
ſecurely acts her Miſchiefs. She invented 
a new ſort of Game, in which Chance only 
ſeem'd to have the power of beſtowing the 
Prize; but her continued ſucceſſion of good 
Fortune, and the total Ruin of as many as 
engaged againſt her in it, makes it ſufficiently 
evident that there was a Trick at the bottom, 
and that it was more owing to Management 
than Fortune, that ſhe has amaſs'd by it ſuch 
prodigious Heaps of Treaſure, as the Coffers of 
ſcarce any Prince in the Univerſe can equal. 
T hat fair young Creature, who ſhe now talks 
to, is her Daughter, born ſince her Marriage, 
but the Gods know it is not to conjugal Eu- 
dearments ſhe owes her Being ; her real Father 
being at this time no more than Maſter of the 
Horſe to her pretended one. Innocent as you 
would think her, ſhe already is Miſtreſs of part 
of her Mother's Qualifications, and underſtands 
Intrigue perfectly well. Here are in this 
Company two Men of Note, who have pretty 
well experienc'd her Talent that way, tho” both 


are ignorant of each other's Happineſs, and 
thinks 
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thinks himſelf the ſole engroſſer of her Favours. 
One of them fits at yonder Table, he is en- 
gag'd at Ombre with two Ladies. ———He is 
call'd the Black Cherubim, few Men have had 
greater Succeſs in addreſſing the Ladies, but 
he is a little too negligent in his Devoirs to 
maintain the Conqueſts he gains. The o- 
ther you may eaſily diſtinguiſh among that 
Crowd of Gentlemen at the lower end of the 
Room, by his extraordinary Stature : He dif- 
fers from his Rival equally in Temper as in 
Perſon—he has a greater ſhare of Tenderneſs 
in his Diſpoſition than is uſually to be found, 
even in the ſofter Sex —— The Woman who has 
oblig'd him, he thinks he can never roo much 
oblige, and has ſacrificed the belt part of his 
Fortune to teſtify his gratitude; yet is he leſs 
beloved, leſs regarded than the other, who by 
all his Actions demonſtrates that whether he is 
well receiv'd or not, is a matter of but ſmall 
concern. So natural is it for Humanity to 
deſpiſe what loves, and follow that which 
flies. A remarkable Inſtance of that you may 
behold in Dorante, that Gentleman who fits 
alone on yonder Couch, and ſeems not to ſee, or 
not to be affected with any of the Diverfions of 
the Place. He lov'd with the utmoſt fer- 
vor of affection a young Maid, whoſe Name is 
Clotilda. Long did he ſue, long languiſh in 
a hopeleſs Pafſion—bur continu'd opportunities 
at laſt won on the yielding Fair, and he obtain'd 
of her all that his burning Wiſhes cou'd implore. 
—— The Victory obtain'd, Deſire ſoon loſt its 
charming Vigour, he neglected, and in time 
forſook her—To Sighs, to Tears, to all the 


ſoft Artillery of deſpairing Love, the undone 
Charmer had recourſe , but alas! when once the 
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Heart is eſtrang'd, how vain are all Efforts to 
bring it back !——He ſhun'd her preſence, 
anſwer'd not her Letters; nor would liſten to 
any Arguments, which thoſe who pitied her 
' Misforrune, cou'd urge in her behalf. ——Thoſe 
render Calls which once wou'd have made his 
Soul bound with Rapture, were now grown 
troubleſome, ——thart Paſſion he had © 4 ſo 
much pains to inſpire, inſipid; and all the 
good he wiſh'd her, was, that ſhe might grow 
as indifterent as he was, and rid them both of 
the uneaſineſs which vain Expectation created 
on the one fide, and unavailing Importunity on 
the other. The Gods at length conſented to 
his Wiſh ; worn out with Grief, and Life half 
waſted with continual anguiſh, Minerva in pi- 
ty of her miſery, and to ſupport the Dignity of 
that Sex, of which herſelf was one, - ſtrengthen'd 
her with Reſolution to deſpiſe the ungenerous 
dealing ſhe had not deſerv'd, and bravely ſcorn 
the Scorner.—By degrees, that tenderneſs which 
had been ſo fatal to her glory, gave place to 
a juſt Reſentment, and both at length, in cold 
Indifference were loſt; — reſtor'd once more to 
peace, ſhe now looks back with wonder only 
at the folly of her Condu& paſt, and knows no 
pain but in the remorſeful Remembrance thar 
ſhe was once leſs wiſe than now ſhe is. — 
That, however, is ſufficient to render her 
Breaſt impregnable to any ſecond Attack, nor 
is there ſcarce a poſſibility that any new Invader 
ever will ſucceed. —— But now obſerve the 
fickle Turns of Man's inconſtant Nature; Do- 
rante no ſooner perceiv'd the alteration in her 
Humour, than his too chang' d. He now be- 
gan to reflect on the Jewel his blind ingratitude 
had caſt' away,—regrets his Cruelty, and 1s + 
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maz'd that he ever could treat her in that man- 
ner. Again her Charms return with double 
Force — once more he thinks her the molt 
meritorious of her Sex —a ſecond time he 
languiſhes, adores, and wiſhes—bur all in vain . 
—the Cards are top'd upon him, and he now 
in his turn is to know the Tortures of Deſpair. 
ot all the Eloquence of Apollo, or ſoft- 
tongu'd Mercury, cou'd repreſent in ſuch a man- 
ner as wou'd not injure by Deſcription the va- 
rious Pangs of his tormented Soul. Some- 
times he raves at Fate condemns the Cruelty, 
and unlook' d- for Coldneſs of Clotilda, but oftner 
curſes his own changing Temper.—By Day 
he follows her from Place to Place with Sighs, 
with Tears, with Prayers and Penitence—by 
Night he counts the unregarding Stars, invoking 
all to favour his Deſires, and influence the Soul 
of the obdurate Fair.—No eaſe, no reſt can his 
diſorder'd Fancy know, and while he ſeeks in 
this wild Hurry of promiſcuous Pleaſures, Di- 
verſion of his Pain, it grows on him the more, 
and even here Clotilda ſwims before his Eyes, 
ſhe is for ever in his fight -- He thinks he ſees, 
he hears her ſcorn; and tho* far diſtant from 
the Place, the Spirit of her Wrongs appears be- 
fore him, and ſupplies her Preſence Ol juſt 
Aſirea, well haſt thou ordain'd—Love on— 
Love on, unpitied Mortal ! and to the end of 
Life experience the Horror of loſing all thou 
loreſt, and knowing too thou haſt loſt it by thy 
own default. 

The Deity had, perhaps, more largely expa- 
tiated on the Misfortunes to which the muta- 
bility of human Nature very often reduces us, 
it a Lady paſſing haſtily by the Place, in which 
they ſtood, had not wich her over-ſpeed in 
g plucking 
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plucking out her Purſe to give a Page (why 
came to her with a Meſſage) ſomething out of 
it, drop'd a Letter, which falling at his Feet, he 
gave it into the Stranger's hands, commanding 
him to ſee what it contain'd. —He immediately 
open'd it, and found in it theſe Lines. 


To the ſweet Beſtower of everlaſting 
Pleaſures, the moſt adorable LIBERIA. 


Receiv'd, my Angel! the charming Summons, 

which your Charity influenced you to give me— 
depend that I will be with you before the Time you 
mention. My odicus Husband goes out of Toun 
this Afternoon, and I ſhould chide you for but ſeem- 
ing to believe that any Engagement with the beſt of 
that deſpiſed Sex, cou'd have force to deprive me ine 
moment of thoſe extatick Joys your Preſenee brings : 
nue I take this little Jealouſy as a Proof of 
that Paſſion you were, at our laſt happy meeting, ſo 
good to make me hope the Continuance of——0O ! ny 
Tranſporting Liberia! let never any Accident of 
Fortune, nor the Inſinuations of deceiving Man ſe 
parate that Friendſhip we have vow'd to bear each o- 
ther to our Lives end. Let us for ever live 
or ever revel in thoſe Delights which none but 
thou canſt give; and which none but my ſelf can taſte 
in ſo elevated a degree. To the leſs knowing part 
of Womankind let us leave thoſe more dangerous, tho 
iufiuitely leſs pleafing Enjoyments, which a Socitty 
with the other Sex affords, while you and I improve 
the Joys to ſuch a Height, as ſball aſtoniſh Nature— 
O ! Icould rave with pleaſure but at the bare Re- 
membrance of that charming Night we paſt toge- 
ther—when free from interrupt ion we gave a looſe 0 


Extaſy, and pour d out our whole Souls upon * 0- 
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Boſoms, but that 1 am compell'd at | this time 
_ je unwilling Leave of my Heart's Treaſure. 
My fand Monſter will needs have me drink Tea with 
him before he takes his Journey —— A few Hours 
will rid me of his hated Kindneſs, and then I am all 
my dear ador'd Liberia's Slave. 


Sophronia. 


P. S. I had forgot to inform you, that Meliſſa de- 
figns you a Viſit; for Heaven's ſake take care to be 
deny d to her, that I may not Me a Moment of that 
Time which kind Fate allows me of the Bleſſing of 
your Company. Once more, my Charmer 
Adieu! 


There was ſomething ſo extraordinary in the 
Stile of this Billet from one Woman to another, 
that our Traveller cou'd not read it without the 
moſt ſenſible Surprize, and ſomething of a Shock 
which at that time he knew not how to account 
for. The God of pure Delights perceiving what 
his Thoughts were, eas'd him of the Suſpence 
he was in, by thus reſuming his Diſcourſe : 

Well, indeed, ſaid he, my illuſtrious Friend ! 
may ſt thou ſeem aſtoniſh'd at Crimes of ſuch a 
monſtrous kind, that they even ſtartle Heaven, 
and alarm the Gods, whoſe Omniporence can 
ſcarcely fathom how far the Impiety of offend- 
ing Mortals will in time extend. The 
Author of theſe Lines is the Wife of a Chevalier 
who married her without any other Dower than 
her Beauty. ——He is one of the beſt Husbands, 
and has a Perſon which any Woman not utterly 
loſt ro Goodneſs might approve ; bur ſhe is of 
the Number of thoſe Wretẽhes who give them- 
ſelves up to Luſt in ſo entire a manner, that the 
com- 


common way of Debauchery is not ſufficient to 
content them, and have found out a new Me— 


thod of Pollution, which exceeds the moſt diſſo- 1 
lute Whoredom, or Adultery, and to which il 


even Inceſt itſelt is mean.— Liberia is by 
this vile Woman brought into the deteſted Se. 
cret, and has taken a Vow never to taſte the 
Pleaſures of Love but in this moſt abhorr'd un- 
natural way. I muſt confeſs, worthy Stran- 
ger, (continued he, ſhaking from his radiant Eye 
ſeme Tears which he could not reſtrain) that of al 
the Abuſes daily thrown upon my Name, this 
troubles me the moſt. Theſe Wretehes, 
whoſe Actions are the direct oppoſites of my 
Will, pretend 'tis by my Influence they fin, and 
turn my own Weapons on myſelf; but of 
them no more I cannot bear the mention of 
them. You will in your continuance in this 
Iſland, meet with frequent Hiſtories of this 
kind. Let us now turn our Eyes on yon- 
der glaring Belle. — Obſerve how all the 
young Gallants crowd-round her Chair, attracted 
more by the Blaze of Jewels which ſparkle every 
where about her, than by che Luſtre of her 
Eyes, or any other perſonal Charm. She 
was born in a Country remarkable for Ruſti- 
city, and of Parents who took not the pains to 
wear that off by Education, which ſhe inherited 
by Nature. She was notwithſtanding 2 
very great Fortune, and brought hither in order 
to be married to a young Nobleman called Mal- 
lano; the Match was concluded on by the 
Kindred on both ſides, and the Bridegroom 
oblig*d to be contented with his Lot, — The 
nuptial Knot has not been ty'd much above to 
Moons, yet is there a moſt terrible Difagreement 
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thro? Deſign of either ſide ; for tho" neither of 
them lov'd, neither of them hated, and in this 
dull Indifference they might, perhaps, have 
paſs'd many Years, had not an Accident hap- 
pen d to rouze a Paſſion equally fatal to the Re- 


poſe of both. Lucillius, of whom I have 
already ſpoken, being diſgrac'd, and by the 
Intereſt which the Father of Mullano has in 
the Senate, degraded from his Honours, has from 
the firſt moment that he found him his Enemy, 
been contriving the means of Revenge.— Thoſe 
aiding Demons, who ever are at hand to for- 
ward Miſchief, ſoon furniſh'd his Invention with 
a Stratagem which he ſoon after ſucceſsfully put 
in practice. He has had for a long time 
the greateſt Intimacy with a young foreign No- 
bleman, reputed one of the moſt lovely Perſons 
of the Age; and indeed there are but tew who 
exceed him either in bodily Perfections, or the 
perſuaſive Art ſo engaging with the Fair. 
This gay Ruiner of Chaſtity did the cunning Lu- 
cillius prevail on to tempt the Virtue of the Bride 
of young Mullauo ; thoſe Attractions which had 
been fatal to many more experienc'd Hearts, 
could not fail of meeting their uſual Succeſs on 
a Mind wholly uncultivated and unprepoſſeſs'd 
with any diſtin Notions of what ſhe ow'd to 
Duty and to Honour. In fine, ſhe con- 
ſented to an Appointment with him, of which, 
by agreenſent, he being engag'd to inform Lu- 
cilius, the revengeful Wretch contriv?d it fo, as 
to bring the Husband to be witneſs of it ; but 
not ſoon enough to preſerve his Honour from 
the moſt cruel Wound it cou'd receive. 


The fair Offender had not Artifice to diſguiſe 
what ſhe had done; her Bluſhes, and her Trem- 
blings proclaim'd her Guilt, and her Undoer's 
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Triumph. Mullano drew his Sword, as did 
the other alſo, but there paſs d nothing between 
them fatal to the Life of either. Many Con- 
ſultations the Father and Son held concerning 
this Affair, but it was at laſt reſolv'd to make no 
more noiſe of it; wiſely conſidering, that if the 
Lady were parted with, great part of her Fortune 
muſt likewiſe be refunded. And (continued 
the Deity) to theſe Iſlanders, Money is Honour, 
Conſcience, Honeſty, and every thing.— They 
therefore thought it better to pocket the Diſ- 
grace, than unlade their Coffers of the Gold. 
The Buſineſs thus they imagin'd would be 
huſh'd ; but Lucillius thinking it not enough 
that he had render'd his Enemy the moſt diſ- 
contented Creature living in his own Family, 
proſecuted his Revenge, by making the whole 
publick, and expoſing him to all as a mark of 
Infamy, and tame enduring the ſevereſt Injury 
which Reputation can labour under. But 
the Diſquiets of the Husband, great as the 

are, are yet vaſtly inferior to thoſe the Wife 
ſuſtains ; ſhe has the treble Loſs ro mourn, her 
Character, her Conſort's Civility, and her Lo- 
ver's Society; for the ungrateful Man, partly 
thro” fear that Mullano ſpurr'd up by repeated 
Wrongs, might at laſt take the Vengeance due 
to them, and partly thro* want of Inclination, 
and the natural Inconſtancy of his Sex, made 
no ſecond Attempt, appear'd regardleſs of the 
Conqueſt he had gain'd, nor took the ſmalleſt 
pains to ſecure it. As much as a Scul fo 
little delicate can ſuffer in ſuch Treatment, her's 
does: And tho? ſhe reſents it not in that ſenſi- 
ble manner ſome Women wou'd, ſhe feels, not- 
withſtanding, a kind of Hell in her Boſom, 


which to alleviate, ſhe has recourſe to the gay 
Conver- 
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Converſation, and various Diverſions which 
Ariana here prepares for the Entertainment of 
her Gueſts. *Tis poſſible a Mind fo light 
and eaſy of Impreſſion may find it here, indeed. 
l ſee the Chevalier YValoir pays his De- 
voirs to her in a faſhion which they call Love; 
doubt not but ſhe will be deceiv'd into that 
Belief. He is lately parted from his Wife, 
which he pretends to her was occaſion'd by his 
Paſſion for her. — She liſtens to him with 
pleaſure. "Tis ſo, Mullano's Diſhonour 
is not yet comp.ecated, — An Affair with this 
ſecond Enamorato will be of more ſhameful Con- 
ſequence than the former. Something, tho” 
indiſtinctly, of the Cataſtrophe, I read in Fate's 
eternal Volume, Time will produce it to 
the laughing World.— In the mean while, let us 
remark what other Inſtances of Folly and Infa- 
tuation, offer themſelves to our obſervation.— 
Alas ! I grieve to ſee the agreeable Flavia make 
a Part in this Aſſembly ; ſhe was ever eſteem'd 
a Woman of the greateſt Prudence, and Modeſty 
of Behaviour, why is ſhe now circled with 
Fops? Why do her rolling Eyes throw round 
her ſtudied Glances, as though in ſearch of Con- 
queſt, and eager to attract ? What an un- 
happy Change has ill requited Love wrought on 
the moſt generous Soul that e'er inhabited a fe- 
male Shape. — She was married very young, 
and left a Widow before Twenty. —Never 
Woman appear'd” to have a better Condu& in 
every Aﬀair of Life. Her Diſcretion was ex- 
emplary, and happy did thoſe Parents think 
themſelves who could prevail on her to accom- 
pany their Daughters, She declar'd herſelf 
an Enemy to ſecond Marriages ; and tho* ſhe 
had variety of Offers, and ſome of them very 
Vol. II. H advan- 
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advantageous ones, ſhe declind them all, and 
that Man was ſure to loſe her Acquaintance, 
that declar'd himſelf her Lover.—For five Year 
did ſhe live in this manner, till happening into the 
Acquaintance of Madam La Marr, the Count 
her Husband, who had been gone ſome time on 
an Embaſly to a foreign Court, returning home, 
vas too much charm'd with the Wit and Beauty 
of this hitherto-reſerv'd Lady.—— She felt alſo 
at the firſt ſight of him, thoſe Emotions which 
are the infallible Harbingers of my approaching 
Influence. But ignorant herſelf ot what was 
doing in her Soul, ſhe repell'd not the entrance 
of the ſoft Invader with that force ſhe other- 
wiſe would have done; and imagining there 
was no more in the Inclination ſhe had to him, 
than what was the Effect of Friendſhip, indulg'd 
herſelf in the Pleaſure of looking on him, and 
permitting him to entertain her, till it was too 
late for her to conquer it, or withdraw herſelf 
from the ſweet Jemptation.— In fine, ſhe 
convers'd with hin till it was out of her power 
to forbear converſing with him, and ſhe mult 
either continue in that dangerous Road, or by 
going out of it, do a violence to her Temper 
which Life could not have ſuſtain'd. When 
once a Heart is truly ſubdued by 'Tendernels, 
it is utterly impoſſible to conceal it; in vain are 
all the Efforts, Pride or Diſcretion may make. 
A thouſand, thouſand Ways it ſhows it- 
ſelf, and can uo more be hid than Light; 
ſome little Chink, ſome Cranny it will ſtill find, 


at which it may burſt out ——— The Eyes in 
ſofrning Languiſhments betray it! — the ſteal- 
ing Sighs ! — the Bluſhes ! the Tremblings are 
all ſo many Tell-tales of the Heart; nor can 


they be bought off, or aw'd to Silence! —_— 
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The Count La Marr was poſleſs'd of too real a 
Deſire to let theſe Symptoms paſs unremark'd. 
Ille ſaw, with tranſport, the Impreſſion he 
had made, and let not the leaſt Advantage ſlip. 
Alt was, however, a long time before the ul- 
timate of his Wiſhes were obtain'd ; bur 
never did I ſo much lament my fatal Power, as 
when I found it had prevail'd ro the undoing of 
this worthy Lady,—— Inconſtancy, and Ingra- 
titude are ſo blended with the Nature of that 
Sex, that ſcarce one of them is free from ſome 
Tin&ure of it. La Marr, though in other 
things a Man of Honour, diſcover'd in this Af- 
fair a barbarous want of it. All the Charms 
of Flavia were in Enjoyment loſt, and ſhe be- 
came, in a little time, wholly indifferent to him. 
He took not the pains he had done for a private 
Interview. —And at laſt growing uneaſy at the 
Reproaches even of her Eyes, avoided ſeeing her 
in publick as much as poſſible. Diſtracted 
with this Treatment, ſhe made him a Viſit at 
his Houſe, which conſcious of the Wrong ſhe 
had done his Wife, ſhe had excuſed herſelf, un- 
der the pretence of Indiſpoſition, from doing 
for ſome time. She hoped there to have an Op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to him, and venting ſome 
part of the juſt Reſentment ſhe had conceived 
againſt him; but he gueſſing her Deſign, ſo art- 
fully contriv'd to keep ſome of the Family in the 
Room all the .while ſhe ſtaid, that ſhe ſoon found 
it impoſſible at that time to proſecute her Inten- 
tion: But reſolving not to be for ever diſa 
pointed, ſhe went again in a few days, taking 
in her Pocket a little Table-book, in a ſpare 
Leaf of which ſhe wrote theſe Lines. 
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Doubt not but I am in part reveng'd on your In- 
gratitude, by that Remorſe which is the inceſſant 
Companion of Guilt. Were you not conſcious of 
your Crime, you would not fear my Upbraidings —— 
For the eaſe, therefore, of your own Soul, as well as 
mine, I beg to ſpeak with you—— If there be a poſ- 
ſibility of an Excuſe for your Barbarity, you know tor 
welt my gentle Nature not to aſſure yourſelf I ſhould 
receive it. Fain wou'd I aſcribe my Misfortune 
to any thing rather than your want of Honour, —— 
Clear yourſelf then, I beſeech you, of that Imputation 
your late Behaviour obliges me to lay on you, and if 
we muſt no longer love, teſtify that you have at leaf 
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She ſat a conſiderable time in his Company 
without an opportunity to deliver this to him, 
but poſitively determin'd not to go away as ſhe 
had done before, ſhe at laſt pulls out the Tables, 
and telling him ſhe had ſomething to ſhow him, 
puts it into his hands The prodigious Red- 
neſs which at ſight of it immediately overſpread 
his Face, join'd with Madam La Marr's deli- 
ring in a gay manner to know what it was which 
ſhe had favour'd her Husband with the peruſal 
of, would have made another Woman die with 
Apprehenſion; but her extraordinary Preſence 
of Mind was of no ſmall ſervice to her on this 
occaſion, and taking from him the Book as ſoon 
as ſhe perceived he had come to the bottom 0 
the Leaf, turn'd with an admirable dexterity to 
another, in which were written ſome Verles, 
which ſhe read out immediately, pretending 
thoſe were the Lincs which ſhe had a defire 0 


knowing the Gount's Opinion of, he be? * 
low: 


(101) 
low'd to be a good Judge of Poetry. The Ex- 
cuſe paſs*d current, and Madam had not the 
leaſt Suſpicion. But the Inhumanity and 
Ingratitude of her Husband on this occaſion, 
was ſuch, as ſcarce was ever parallel'd. 
Unable to make any Reply to the too juſt Re- 
roaches of the ruin'd Flavia, and ſenſible with- 
in himſelf that there was no Evaſion for a Crime 
like his, he could not bear to ſee the Miſchiefs 
he had caus'd. To rid himſelf, therefore, 
effectually of her Preſence, he told his Wife the 
Moment that unhappy Woman had left the 
Room, that ſhe, and the reſt of the World had 
been prodigioully deceiv'd in their Opinion of 
her Modeſty and Virtue, for that in reality 
thoſe Lines ſhe had given him to read, were 
not the ſame ſhe pretended, but in reality a 
kind of Billet, or Summons to meet her in a 
Place where ſhe might have an opportunity of 
talking to him alone. I am amaz'd, ſaid 
he, at the Indiſcretion of the Woman to attack 
me in ſuch a manner. I am very certain 
that I never gave her the leaſt Cauſe to ima- 
gine I had any greater degree of Kindnels for 
her than what I owe to all whom you call 
Friends, You need not doubt (continued the 
Deity) but that a Story like this mult ſuſficient- 
ly alarm the Wife — She behaved her{elf as 
molt Ladies who have that Title on their fide, 
take upon them to do, calling the other impu- 
dent Creature, baſe Woman, ſhameleſs Proſti- 
tute, and all the Names of Intamy her jealous 
Indignation could ſuggeſt. —— I would not 
have you, my Dear, (purſued the artful Husband) 
to reveal any thing of what I have told you, be- 
cauſe it may be accounted diſhonourable in me 
to boaſt the proffer'd Favours of a Lady of 
H 3 Fiavia's 
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Flavia's Reputation, much leſs take any notice 
of it to herſelf, — The beſt way to prevent 
any future Attempts her Folly may make to the 

rejudice of that Love I bear you, is to drop 
Si Acquaintance.— Viſit her no more; and if 
ſhe comes here, order your Servants to ſay you 
are abroad. —— This, with my not anſwering 
her Billet, will be enough to let her know ſhe 
is a welcome Gueſt to neither of us. Madam 
aſſur d him ſhe wou'd do as he delir'd ; and 
indeed the latter part of his Injunction ſhe 
perform'd to a tittle, but it was not in her 
power to forbear telling as many as came 
near her the Hiſtory of the Billet, and boaſting 
the Influence ſhe had over her Husband's Af- 
fections, and the little regard he paid to any 
other Woman. But as tenacious as ſhe 
then was, ſhe ſince has had ſevere occaſicn to 
know it was rot to the mighty Power of her 
Charms ſhe was indebted for his Inſenſibility of 
thoſe Flavia was miſtreſs of. 

Thus was this unfortunate Woman ruin'd in 
every Circumſtance ; the Pride and Jealouſy of 
Madam La Marr expos'd her to the whole 
World, and the Inhumanity of her Husband 
made her more wretched in the remembrance 
that it was to her own too generous Nature and 
eaſy Belief that ſhe owed her Misfortune—— 
Never did any Soul labour under more ſharp, 
more terrible Anxieties, than her's for a long 
ſpace of time; bur falling into the Acquaintance 
of Ariana, ſhe was by her perſuaded to divert 
her Melancholy by the gay Society which fre- 
quents her Houſe. Had Havia ſtill been 


m reſs of that Reputation ſhe once enjoy d, 
ſhe ſooner would run herſelf into Flames than 


ave enter'd this Place; but, alas! ſhe = 
els 
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ſenſible the Cenſure of the World was on her, 


and grew regardleſs what more they ſhould al- 
ledge —_ her. Deſpair ſilenc'd the Calls 


of Reaſon ; and thinking now ſhe had no more 
to loſe, gives into every Diverſion which pro- 
miſes an Amuſement to her Sorrows ———By 
me forſaken, Bacchus ſupplies the place of Cupid, 
and is the only Deity ker wild Diſtraction makes 
her now invoke; but how ſmall a Reliet he is 
able to afford his Votaries, thoſe who have ex- 
perienc'd him can teſtify : poor Flavia too ſoon 
wilt find Grief thus repell'd, recoils and grows 
more violent by the enervate oppoſition. 
Reaſon alone can aid her, and that, the unthink- 
ing God denies the uſe of to his Worſhippers. 
Flavia is not the only Woman who has in her 
Misfortunes had recourſe to this Deity for Re- 
lief. The late Conſort of a certain Duke, 
finding it impoſſible to regain the eſtranged At- 
fections of her Husband, was deceiv'd into a 
belief that the Pleaſures of Barchus might com- 
penſate for thoſe which Love deny'd, and by 
indulging herſelt in them, fell a Sacrifice ro the 
Healch-deſtroying Rites. And the pretenc Wife 
of a firſt Miniſter, who has till now paid her 
whole Devotions to Pecunia, tancying herſelf 
ill treated by that Goddeſs in a late Suit of 
Law, in which ſhe was caſt, turns her twice- 
miſtaken Oriſons to the Shrine of this unregard- 
ing Power ; is a profeſs'd Bacchanalian, and 
the Head of a Society who call themſelves the 
Happy Club; deſpiſing Decency, and re- 
nouncing thoſe Decorums, which Womanhood 
from Infancy are taught to obſerve, each Night 
they meer; their Robes ungirr, and looſely 


lowing,— their careleſs 'Trefles with Ivy Chap- 
lets bound, —— each in her Hand a Glaſs fill'd 
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to the Brim——— They ſing, they dance, ca- 
rouſe, and in mad Gambols demonſtrate their 
Zeal : Nor part they, till bright Aurora, bluſh- 
ing for their want of Shame, reminds the drowſy 
Slaves to bear, per force, their reeling Miſtreſſes 
to their forgotten Homes. How monſtrous 
is ſuch Behaviour in a Sex whoſe greateſt Charms 
are Modeſty and Sobriety ! and how impiouſly 
do they wrong me, who alledge I a& in concert 
with this leaſt worthy of all the Gods, and 
ſtand in need of his Influence to make way for 
mine. — No, in defiance of my Power, he 
takes the part of Luſt, and robs me of half the 
Votaries I might gain— Nor is the God of 
Wit by undiſtinguiſhing Mortals leſs affronted, 
who imagine 'tis to the Inſpiration of the 
Grape's Juice they are indebted for the Uſe of 
Song and Harmony of well-compos'd Words; 
but the Bards themſelves know better, and one 
among them who has excharg'd Apollo tor Bac- 
chus, by his enerva:e Lays, and incoherent Me- 
raphors, ſufficiently teſtifies to the judging 
World, of what pernicious Conſequence to a 
Follower of the Mules it is to invoke with too 
much Devotion the latter of theſe Powers; as 
a Poet of a neighbouring Nation juſtly ſays ; 


Dull and unequal Numbers, muſt he write, 
Who ſteeps all Day, carouſes all the Night, 


*Tis in the limpid Streams, and cryſtal Brooks, 
Apollo takes delight; and it, ſometimes, at the 
Interceſſion of the other Gods, he drinks a Cup 
of Nectar, it is but with moderation,— I 1 
a faiſe and flitting Spirit that Wine inſpires, 


which extinguiſhes the true one, and when once 
era- 
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evaporated, leaves a certain Heavineſs on the 
Mind, and renders it only fit for Morpheus. 
Beſides, would Mortals but conſider the In- 
conveniences Which attend this Debauchery, 
they could not ſure be ſtupid enough to think 
the nauſeous Pleaſures it affords a ſufficient Com- 
penſation. —— Who can endure to give their 
Enemies an advantage over them, and yet, as it 
there were no Retiſtance to be made to this 
Temptation, how many give into it, and de- 
forming their right Reaſon, lay themſelves open 
to all the Snares which their more wary Foes 
prepare for them.——— There are too great a 
Number of ſuch Inſtances, but a very remark- 
able one juſt coming into my mind, it ſhall ſut- 
fice to ſhow you the truth of what I fay. This 
Iddand boaſts no Commoner more wealthy than 
the Chevalier Verronius; he married in his youth 
a Lady of a good Fortune, and agreeable Per- 
{on ; but whatever Attractions he might find in 
her when he made choice of her for his Bride, in 
a ſhore time after ſhe became his Wite, they 
were no more remembred. The brighter, 
and untaſted Charms of a fa'r Damſel that waited 
on her, eraſed all former Ideas: he became ſo 
wholly devoted to her, that he was no longer 
maſter of himſelf, Lucilla, tor fo was ſhe 
called, ſoon grew ſenſible of her Power, and 
made uſe of it to the beſt advantage. Tho 
Inclination pleaded ſtrongly in his behalf, and 
preſs'd her to yield him all his eager Hopes pur- 
lued, yet did ſhe repel their Dictates, long held 
him at an humble diſtance, and not conſented 
to favour him, till ſhe had obtain'd from him a 
ſolemn Engagement to marry her, if Fate ſhould 
order it ſo, that he might be at liberty. The 
Contract being made, ſhe put him in * 
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of his Wiſhes, but Enjoyment abated not his 
Ardor, nor extinguiſh'd any part of that Fire 
with which he had fo fervently ador'd and low 
her: He would have taken her from the Con- 
dition of a Servant, and have made a handſome 
Proviſion for her, but ſhe would not yield to 
leave his Houſe, believing ſhe ſhould, by ſtay- 
ing in it, have a better Opportunity by a thou- 
ſand little Stratagems to ſecure his Heart ; or, if 
it ſhould become eſtrang'd, of upbraiding his 
Infidelity. She told him, therefore, that her 
whole Ambition being center'd in giving him 
Delight, ſhe could not think it to her advantage 
to quit a Place where ſhe ſhould every Day, 
every Hour, almoſt, have the Bleſſing of ſeeing 
and being ſeen by him, without any ſuſpicion 
of their Intimacy. — Whereas, if ſhe ſhould re- 
move to any other Place, tho' never ſo private, the 
Intrigue might not only be diſcover'd, but their 
Meetings muſt alſo be leſs frequent. He 
took this as a Proof of the moſt exceeding Affe- 
ction, ſince it could oblige her to continue in 
the mean Station of a Servant, rather than be- 
come a Miſtreſs of many to attend her, only be- 
cauſe ſhe muſt be farther removed from him.—— 
He would not, therefore, permit her to be a 
loſer by her Generoſity, but made her the ſame 
Preſents as he would have done, had ſhe taken 
a Houſe, and depended wholly on him for her 
Support, in a manner as unbounded as his Love. 
he unregarded Wife, who was but too 
ſenſible of the Unkindneſs of Verronius, though 
altogether ignorant of the Object of his new 
Paſſion, fell into a deep Melancholy ; which to 
alleviare, like ſome others that I have mention'd, 
ſhe had recourſe to Bacchus. Night and 


Day did ſhe pour down her Throat the intoxi- 
cating 


— 
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cating Juice, till all the animating Fires which 
Nature lent were quenched. — Stupidity now 
ſeiz d her Mind, and Sickneſs her debilitated 
Body ſoon grew ſo changed in all, ſhe 
ſcarce was to be known: Lucilla could not have 
wiſh'd her leſs agreeable than ſhe now made 
herſelf; and well foreſeeing that if ſhe conti- 
nued in this Courſe, it muſt infallibly deprive 
her of Life, as it had done of Reaſon, took care 
to convey in, unknown to the Chevalier, great 
quantities of that pernicious Liquor which ſhe 
ſeem'd moſt greedy ot; and placing it in a Clo. 
ſer near her Bed, that unhappy Lady drank her- 
ſelf in a ſhort time dead This Bar to her 
Hopes being removed, ſhe preſs'd the Cheva- 
lier for the Performance of his Covenant, which 
he made not the leaſt ſeruple of doing; and the 
other was no ſooner interr'd, than the World 
ſaw her Woman in her place, and publickly 
declar'd Madam Verronius. — No Woman 
was ever a more perfect Miſtreſs in thoſe Arts 
which beyond true Merit have the efficacy to 
retain Affection. He who could not be ſenſible 
of Gratitude for the tendereſt Paſſion, nor moy'd 
with Pity for the lamentable End of a Wife of 
equal Birth and Fortune with himſelf, and who, 
till ſhe fell into that one Vice, (which his Un- 
kindneſs only occalion'd) had nothing blame- 
able in her Conduct, now dcats on one, inferior 
to him in every Circumſtance, and to whom he 
is not by the thouſandth part ſo dear as he was 
to the other. A Daughter whom ſhe bore 
to him long before the deceaſe of his firſt Wite, 
is now married to a younger Son of one of the 
firſt Princes of the Blood Royal of Uroupia. 
She js the Inheritrix of her Mother's Beauty 
and Artifice; there are many Inſtances of her 

Per- 
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Perfection in the latter; but as I have confin'd 
my Narratives only to thoſe which are either 
born in, or are at preſent Inhabitants of this 
Country, and mention'd this Story but for the 
ſake of demonſtrating the Inconveniences which 
attend Drinking, I ſhall ler all other Particulars 
of the Family paſs. 

The God of permanent Deſires was now a- 
bout to tranſmit himſelf, and Heaven-favour'd 
Gueſt, to ſome other Scene of yet unguels'd at 
Vice, it the appearance of a Lady well ſtricken 
in Years, follow'd by two young ones of mo- 
derate Beauty, had not prevented him: That, 
ſaid he, is a Woman, who tho? uſed in the vileſt 
manner by a Husband, and but with Indiffe- 
rence by a Gallant, could not conquer her In- 
clinations to the Sex. Happening to look 
out of her Window one day, ſhe ſaw a hand- 
ſome and well-dreſs'd Chevalier in the hands of 
Bailiffs, who were carrying him to Priſon for a 
Sum he was not able to pay. That Paſſion 
which fo often bears my Name, immediately 
took poſſeſſion of her Soul. She was charm'd 
with the Beauty of his Perſon, and was regard- 
leſs what were his Principles or Circumſtances. 
Having juſt received a pretty large quantity 
of Money, ſhe ſent a Servant to obſerve where 
they carried him, and enquire how much tlie 
Debt was; the Fellow return'd with Intelli 
gence of both, and ſhe ſent and diſcharg'd him 
out of Cuſtody, tho' the Sum was no leſs than 
6000 Crowns. Good Manners and Gratitude 
demanded he ſhould come and pay his Acknow- 


ledgments to ſo bountiful and ſeaſonable a Be- 


nefactreſs. They became exceeding intimate, 
and in a few Weeks the Wife of the obliged 


vas found dead in her Bed. That Impe- 
diment 
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diment was no ſooner laid in Earth, than. he re- 
compenc'd the Favours he had receiv'd from the 
other, by giving her his Perſon. — They were 
married with great Solemnity, but he ſurviv'd 
not many Years that unfortunateWoman, whom 
his ſpeedy Marriage with another teſtified he 
never lov'd. He was, however, before his 
death, the Father of thoſe two young Ladies 
who you now ſee in company with his Widow. 
The elder of them has Charms to captivate 
the Heart of a great Hero. She has ſacrific d 
her Honour to her Ambition, and has now a 
very large Penſion as a Gratuity for her Virgin- 
Favours ,'The other, who is by much leſs 
handſome than her Siſter, has for a long time 
ſpread her Snares for ſubduing the Son of a 
certain Duke; but he is ſecur'd from her In- 
chantments by my more powerful Spells, and 
ſhe but renders herſelf ridiculous in the vain 
Attempt. —— The fair and virtuous Chriſta- 
bella engrofles all his Cares. They will 
ſhortly be link'd in the moſt ſacred Union 
Love can make; and diſappointed Pride will 
work its uſual Effects in the Mind of this moſt 
perfect Pattern of her Parents Diſpoſition— 
Theſe are conſtant Gueſts at Ariana's, as ſhe 
is at their Houſe. They keep an Aſ- 
ſembly once a Week of much the ſame nature 
as hers. —»— The chief Ornament of it is a 
Relation of their own, who on her Wedding- 
day was detected in the Act of Shame with 
one of the Servants of her Bridegroom ; bur 
he, having more regard to the vaſt Fortune, 
than agreeable Perſon of the Woman he had 
Married, huſh'd up the Affair: it was 
known but to a few particular People, and in 
2 imall time torgot, 

It 


f 


(no) 


Ir is in this manner, O illuſtrious Youth ! 
purſued the Soul- diſſolving Power, that my Influ- 


ence is prophaned; my Name abuſed, and 
made the Cover to Deeds the moſt deteſtable. 
The Husband abandons his virtuous Wiſe 
to Scorn, to Grief, and all the Miſeries which 
attend Penury, and laviſhes his Wealth and 
Time on a common Proſtitute. The elo- 
ping Wife bears Children to another Man ; de- 
ſpiſes the ſacred Bands of Hymen, and glories in 
her Shame; and all this under the Sanction of 
my reſiſtleſs Power; when, alas ! they are wholly 
Strangers to my Influence. — Ne'er did I con- 
deſcend to dwell in Souls ſo little delicate. 
Gratitude, Generoſity, Tenderneſs, and Con- 
ſtancy, proclaim the Divinity of Lede; and 
where they are wanting, 'tis a brutal Paſſion, 
and my direct Oppoſite which actuates the Mind. 
Yer by ill-judging Mortals are we miſtaken for 
each other, and the virtuous Maid, or tempe- 
rate Youth, fears to receive me into their Bo- 
ſoms, leſt I ſhould compel them to Actions 
which Honour trembles at. With all their 
might do they repel my Darts; and when, by 
the all-conquering Force, at laſt ſubdued, with 
painful Caution manage every Look and Motion, 
ſtill doubtful of themſelves, and jealous of De- 
fire's increaſe - ſhunning what moſt they 
wiſh, and chuſing to be wretched rather than 
bleſs'd. A diſtant ſhadow of but imagi- 
nary Guilt, frights them from real Happineſs, 
and renders them refractory to all the Joys I 
give. The Names of Luſt and Love; are 
ſo confounded, that Human Reaſon in vain en- 
deavours to diſtinguiſh them, and 'tis by their 
Effects alone, their different Operations are diſ- 


play'd. How much, therefore, is unhappy 
Inno- 
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Innocence impos'd on! and to what Straits are 
irs unknowing Votaries driven! But it is not, as 
I have before obſerved, in thoſe kind of Deſires 
which the difference of Sex creates only that I 
am blaſphemed; thoſe moſt monſtrous, thoſe 
worſe than beſtial Paſſions, which Men and Wo- 
men are poſſeſs d of for their own Specie, are 
likewiſe ſaid to be by me occaſion'd. 
When a Lord degrading Nobility, and even 
Manhood, burns in unnatural Fires for his own 
Page, the Name of Cupid ſerves to authorize 
his Flame. When a Woman, like the Pa- 
ramour of Liberia, forſakes her Husband's Bed 
for forc'd Delights, extorted Pleaſures in the 
Arms of one of her own Sex, ſtill the Excuſe 
1s Love. Horrible is it to Imagination, 
more horrible would it be, if I ſhould lead you 
where ocular Demonſtration would convince 
you of theſe ſhameful Practices, which yer are 
ſo much tolerated in this lawleſs City, that 
there are many Houſes maintain'd on purpoſe 
for Meetings of this kind, and are as little no- 
tic d as a Bordele.— This Vice was firſt in- 
troduc'd by a Prince, who by a Defe& in Na- 
ture was rendred incapable of knowing a more 
refin'd Delight, and is grown ſo much a Faſhion 
ſince, that it ſeems a Part of the Qualification 
of a Man of Quality. Thoſe Walks which 
formerly the Devotees of Venus frequented, are 
now taken up with ſwarms of Catamites, who 
by an affected mimickry of that Sex they ſcorn, 
and a ſort of Gibberiſh, or Jargon, intelligible 
only to one another, are known by thoſe who 
ſeek their Fellowſhip. — O Jupiter, ſupremeſt 
of the Gods, and next to Fate in Power, revenge 
my Cauſe on theſe abandon'd Wretches, nor 
longer curb the Wrath of woe-inflicting Ne- 


meſis; 
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meſis; let on their Heads her worſt of Horrors 
pour, and force them in the bittereſt Agonies 
of Remorſe to acknowledge to the aſtoniſh'd 
World their Crime, and clear my wounded 
Fame. | 

As much of Indignarion as could be diſcern'd 
in fuch a heavenly Softneſs, might now be ſeen 
to overſpread the Face of this offended Deity, 
but it continued no longer than the Exclamation 
he had made, and was ſoon ſucceeded by a Look 
of the rendereſt Concern and condeſcending 
Pity. Being by the ſame celeſtial Motion which 
had ſo often remov'd them from one Place to 
another, now convey'd from the ſtately Pa- 
lace of Ariana, to a Houſe which both by the 
Building and inſide Furniture, promis'd nothing 
more than the diſcovery of ſome Adventure in 
very Low-life. The Stranger was amaz'd to 
ſee a Lady of moſt exquiſite Beauty, and tho' 
in a Diſhabillee, dreſs'd exceeding rich, fit on 
the ſide of a poor homely Mattreſs, with a 
Child in her Lap, of which ſhe ſeem'd to be more 
than ordinarily tender; a Woman in a mean 
Habit ſeem'd talking to her, and the Deity lead- 
ing him near enough to diſtinguiſh their Con- 
verſation, he preſently heard the beautiful Su- 
perior talk to the other in this manner. Ceaſe, 
ſaid ſhe, thy vain Perſuaſions ; loaden as I am 
with Shame and Grief, I never can conſent to 
return to a Place where I have liv'd with fo 
much Honour. No, let me find a Grave 
in this Iſland, or be after Death expos'd to Birds 
and Beaſis a Prey, as Iam in Life to the worſe 
Inſults of more barbarous Man, rather than be 
obliged by thoſe I have abandon. Pity is 
the laſt of Ills, eſpecially when accompanied by 
Scorn, as ſuch I ſhou'd receive muſt be. 


Thinkſt 
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Think*ſt thou (continued ſpe, with a torrent of Tears 
burſting from her fair Eyes) that I could bear to 
tell my Tale of Woe, ——confeſs the Iufatuation 
of my t:nd Undoing, complain how I have 
been uſed, and beg C.mpaſſion ? — O *ris 
not to be done; a thouſand Deatins are far 
leſs terrible, and I will dare them all — More 
wretc1ed than I am, I cannot be; more happy, I 
deſerve not. 

But, Mad m, (replied the other) if to regain 
thatTranquillity ro which you have long been a 
ſtranger, nor the Preſervation of your own Lite, 
be Matters worthy your Conſideration, think of 
that lovely Infant at your Breaſt, that deareſt 
Part of yourſelf; what muſt that do, or which 
way be ſupported 2 — To what extremities of 
Cold and Hunger muſt not his helpleſs In- 
nocence be reduc'd here, in an unknown Land, 
where he has none to help him? The inhuman 
Man to whom he owes his Being, denies and 
hates him, and you his unhappy Mother al- 
ready have diſpoſed of every thing to purchaſe 
the common Neceflaries of Life. You have 
no Bills, no Jewels, no rich Medals now remain- 
ing by what ungueſs'd at means then can you 
hope Relief? 

The charming AMi&ed could not for ſome 
moments make any reply to theſe Words, and 
graſping her dear Babe, with Agonies of Grief, 
clole to her panting Breaſt, ſhe mingled Kiſſes 
with her Tears, by each Look and Action de- 
monſtrating ſhe felt Pangs which Language 
had not the power to expreſs. — At laſt, 
getting the liberty of Speech; 

Why, (ſaid ſhe) O cruel Woman! doſt thou 
anticipate the Woes I ſhall too ſhortly feel, by 
repreſenting them in ſuch foreboding Words as 

Vor. II. I make 
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make me ſuffer in Idea all the Miſeries which 
the Reality can ↄſtord.— beg to hear no 
more of it. — Whar [1 rouble I have occafion' 
you, while I had power I recompenc'd.— I can 
indeed do nothing now tor you, nor tor myſelf, 
but will ceaie to be turtner obiiged to you —— 
With no other Company than this little Wretch 
will I abandon m, ſelf to all the Horrors of De- 
ſpair and Want. | 
Here the overflowing Anguiſh of her Soul burſt | 
out again, and prevented her from proceeding ; | 
and the Deity taking the Stranger by the. 
hand, withdrew at a convenient diſtance, that 
what he had to ſay might not be heard, and be- 
gan to relate the Hiſtory of this Lady in Terms 
ſuch as theſe, 
Sie is a Native (ſaid ke) of a little Iſland 
Tributary to this, her Name Behhna, defcended 
from Parents eminent both for their Worth and 
Dignity. Her Beauty and extraordinary Ac- 
eompliſhments, rendred her the general Admi- 
ration of all who ſaw her._— Numberleſs were 
the Conqueſts ſhe daily gain'd, but none ſeem'd 
more truly ſubdued than the Son of a certain 
Nobleman of this Place, who happening to viſit 
thac Country on a publick Occaſion, ſaw her 
at her Devotions in the Temple of Jupiter; no 
Eaſe his Days, no Repoſe his Nights could + 
know, till he at laſt obtain'd the long*d-tor Op- 
porrunity of declaring to her the Paſſion he was 
poſleſs'd of. Few Men have more Attra- 
ctions than Ricardo, (for fo this Undoer of her 
Tranquillity is called.) — She ſoon became ena- 
mour'd of him, and not imagining that his Pre- 
tenſions to her were founded on any thing but 
the niceſt Honour, took nor that care to defend 


her Heart againſt the Power of his Perſuaſions, 
which 
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which ſhe had done againſt others, who, leſs 
perfect in Diſſimulation, had given her Cauſe to 
tear them. In fine, ſhe not only loved, 
but alſo let him know the Impreſſion he had 
made on her. Having before loſt one of the 
fineſt Women in the World by too great an Ob- 
ſervance, he reſolv'd not to negle& the firſt 
Opportunity which Fortune ſhould favour him 
with again: — and having a good Pretence to 
riſit her at a Country Houſe, where ſhe was re- 
tir'd for the benefit of the Air, her Parents be- 
ing« both left behind her in the City, and none 
but a few Servants in the Houſe, he counter- 
feired a ſudden Illneſs while he was there, and 
her Good-Nature and Tenderneſs obliging her 
to entreat he would not leave the Houſe till he 
was better, furniſh'd him with the Means of 
Ruin. He was put to Bed in a well- acted 
Agony; none in the leaſt ſuſpecting but that he 
was in reality extremely indiſpoſed. But in 
the dead of Night, when every curious Eye was 
cloſed, and fair Belhna even in Dreams invoking 
Heaven to reſtore her lov'd Ricardo to his for- 
mer Health, the injurious Deſigner forſook his 
Chamber, and ſtealing ſoftly to hers, which, 
tearleſs' of any danger, was but ſlightly put to, 
he enter'd it, and was in her Bed, nay, in her 
Arms, before ſhe awaked, or had the leaſt 
warning of his Purpoſe. Judge of the great- 
neſs of her Surprize, when, by his ſtrenuous 
Embrace, the Bands of Sleep were broke, ſhe 
found herſelf ſo engaged, ſo betray 'd. —— She 
would have ſhriek'd, and call'd for Help, but 


ſmothering Kiſſes left her not the power. —She 
was undone, her Virgin Treaſure rifled by the 
bold Invader, e'er ſhe had even time to think 
wy to avert it T * fatal Tranſport over, 
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it was now too late to reſent what had been 
done. Nor all the Reproaches which vir- 
tuous Indignation could ſuggeſt, had now the 
power to call back Time, or reſtore that Ho- 
nour he had robb'd her of. Sighs, Tears, 
therefore, and ſoft Upbraidings, were all the 
Arms ſhe made uſc of ro oblige him to repair 
the Injury he had done, by marrying her; which, 
to make her eaſy, and leſs reluctant to his Plea- 
ſures, he ſwore to perform in a few days — 
Unpractis d in Deceit herſelf, and unable to 
conceive the Man ſhe lov'd could be guilty of 
it in fo deſtructive a degree, ſhe believ'd his 
Oaths, and allo that it had only been the Ef- 
fects of a too violent Paſſion, which was not 
nevertheleſs the leſs honourable, becauſe it was 
unbounded, that had compell'd him to a& in 
the manner he had lately done. His Proteſta- 
tions, and her own Eaſineſs of Nature, ſerv'd 
to make her tolerably contented while ſhe ſtaid 
in the Country; but when ſhe return'd to 
'Town, and found that he was ſo far from de- 
manding her of her Parents, as he had promi- 
ſed, in Marriage, that his Viſits grew leſs fre- 
quent than they had been ; and that in all re- 
ſpects he behav'd before them like a Man who 
had no ſuch Intentions, ſhe began to grow ex- 
ceſſively diſquieted, eſpecially when in a ſhort 
time ſhe found herſelf with Child. — She com- 
plain'd to him in private, with the moſt piteous 
Lamentations, but he had till ſome Evaſion 
wherewith to put her off, and ſilence her Re- 
proaches ; till raking the opportunity of fome 
Ships ſetting ſail for this Iſland, he embark d 
in one of them with ſo much ſecreſy, that ſhe 
had not the leaſt intimation that he had any 


deſign of leaving the Place, till ſhe heard he was 
gone. 
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gone. 'T would be difficult to ſay whether 
Rage or Grief had the greateſt ſhare in tor- 
menting her at ſo unlook'd-for a piece of Ingra- 
titude and Barbarity ; but 'ris poſſible the latter 
might have yielded to the former, and juſt Re- 
ſentment ſtifled all the Dictates of Love and 
Tenderneſs, had not the Condition ſhe was in 
reminded her that there was nothing more 
wretched than herſelf. ——— She was tor ſome 
time wholly uncapable of forming, much leſs of 
executing any Reſolution her Injuries might in- 
ſpire —— At laſt, ſtruggling as much as poſſible 
with the Anguiſh of her Soul, ſhe wrote to him 
in a Stile ſuch as ſure would have rouch'd any 
Soul but his with Penitence and Remorſe. 
She entreated him to come back, or to ſend to 
her Father in ſuch a manner as would ſave her 
from the Shame his cruel Love had brought upon 
her ;—conjur'd him to own her for a Wife, even 
tho* he never meant to make her one ;—and to 
ſay ſomething which might skreen her Reputation 
for the preſent, whatever ſhe might endure 
hereafter,— She ſeconded this Letter with ano- 
ther, but received no anſwer from him to either 
of them. And her Condition growing now al- 
moſt too viſible to be conceal'd, all that can be 
conceiv'd of Grief, of Confuſion, and of Hor- 
ror, took poſſeſſion of her Soul. Determin'd ra- 
ther to die than make any one the Confidante 
of her Misfortune, ſhe pack'd up what Jewels 
and Money ſhe had by her, and in the dead of 
Night, while her unſuſpecting Parents and all 
the Family were drowned in ſleep, ſtole ſoftly 
out of the Houſe. -— All Night did ſhe wan- 
der fearleſs of the Darkneſs, or whatever Ac- 
cidents in that lone and direful Seaſon might be- 
fill her; Imagination being able to figure no- 
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thing half ſo terrible as the diſcovery of her 
Shame. By morning ſhe was got to the Skirts of 
the City, where finding a Stage-coach ready to 
go out, ſhe took a Place in it, and in three days 
arrived at a Sea-port, where ſhe waited a ſmall 
time for a Ship, and embarking with the firſt 
that ſail'd, landed ſafely in this Iſland.— The 
Dangers of that uncertainElement ſhe eſcaped ; 
but, alas ! it was to ſuffer a much worſe Wreck 
on Land. - Making all ſpeed to this Me- 
tropolis, the very firſt Tidings that ſaluted her 
Ear, were, that the perfidious Ricardo was lately 
married to a young Maid of Quality, to whom 
he had been contracted by the command of his 
Father before he went his Travels. —— There 
was now no poſſibility of making the poor Bel- 
hna the Reparation her Injury demanded ; but 
as by his Behaviour ſhe had little reaſon to hope 
for it, in caſe he had not pur it out of his power, 
ſhe continued her Reſolution of going to him, 
not to implore his Favour, but to reproach his 
Baſeneſs.- She imagin'd he would, at leaſt, 
ſeek ſome Evaſions to excuſe or palliate what he 
had been guilty of, and doubted not, but in 
ber preſence, he would feign a Compaſſion for 
the Miſeries he had brought on her; but quite 
contrary did this Monſter of Mankind behave. 
—— He told her, he could not have believ'd ſhe 
could have been guilty of ſo much Imprudence, 
as to quit her Father's Houſe in a Condition 
ſuch as her's, which requir'd a Care which he 
was afraid ſhe would not meet with in a Place 
where ſhe was wholly a ſtranger. As much 
confounded as ſhe was at this Treatment, ſhe 
had preſence enough of mind to let him know 
ſhe could not think herſelf a ſtranger in a Coun- 


try where her Infant had a Father, and ſhe 
| : ought 
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ought to have claim'd a Husband. He ſeem'd 
ſo lttle mov'd with what ſhe ſaid, that he 
only ſmil'd at theſe laſt Words, and with the 
mott cutting careleſineſs— I remember but little, 
Madam, (ſaid he) of any thing that pals'd be- 
tween us. Tis poſſible that among other A- 
muſements in a foreign Country, I might take 
my Diverſion with you, but am very certain 1 
never had any ſerious Thoughts of yon.— He 
was about to add ſomething more of Deriſion, 
when unable to contain the ſtruggling Rage too 
painfully pent up, ſhe interrupted him by cry- 
ing out,-- Villain! can you then deny that you 
ſollicited me on honourable Terms, and that 
the Saame, the Miſery which now I labour 
under, is owing but to Artifice, and what in- 
deed may juſtly be called a Rape? — Did you 
not call all Heaven to witneſs that you were 
my Husband ; that you would perform all the 
tender Offices of that Name ; and that the Ce» 
remony of the Church ſhould authorize thoſe 
Joys you then proteſted were in my power to 
give? — But had I been leſs virtuous, you leſs 
a Hypocrite, were you indebted to my Love 
alone, is thisa Retaliation for never-ending In- 
famy ; for abandoning the whole World; for 
purſuing you thro' Land and Sea; for depend- 
ing on your Honour for the preſervation not 
only of myſelt, but alſo the dear Unborn, who 
owes its Being to you ? I know nothing of it, 
( fiercely anſwer'd he, perceiving her Indignation 
growing loud) and if you perſiſt to accuſe me 
farther, or ever trouble me again, will expoſe 
you to all thoſe Puniſhmenrs which are due to 
Women ſhameleſs and w:cked enough to at- 
tempt to make Diſſenſion between thoſe whom 


Amen has united. — It would be altogether 
I 4 im- 
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impoſſible to repreſent what ſhe endur'd from 
that croud of mingled Paſſions which now all 
at once invaded her Soul — Never was Rage, 
never was Deſpair, never was Grief, accompa- 
nied by the moſt poinant Remorſe and Self- 
condemnation, more violent than hers. — He 
needed not have dreaded her Reproaches, they 
were now too unintelligible for any to have 
diſcover'd the Secret, had there been a thouſand 
Witneſſes of what ſhe ſaid, ſo incoherent, ſo 
wild was all ſhe ſpoke; yet imagining that if 
any were curious enough to liſten to their Con- 
verſation, ſomething might be gather'd in this 
diſtraction, he thruſt her out of doors, with an 
unexampled Barbarity and Rudeneſs; ſaying a- 
loud, as he turn'd her out, that ſhe was a Mad- 
woman to trouble him with her impertinent 
Stories, he neither knew her nor the Perſon 
who ſhe pretended had injur'd her. | 

I will not (continued the God of tender Wiſhes) 
prolong the little Narrative I have to make you, 
by a repetition of her Lamentations when a- 
lone, and at liberty to indulge them ; you may 
believe they were extremely violent, and ſuita- 
ble to the Occaſion : but as ſoon as Reaſon had 
the power of reſuming her Throne amidſt this 
Empire of Confuſion and Deſpair, ſhe began 
to conſider that ſhe was in a ſtate which would 
admit of no delay. Some care muſt be taken 
for that dreadtul Hour, which there was no a- 
voiding.— She therefore turn'd ſome part 0 
the Jewels ſhe had brought with her into ready 
Money, and with all ſpeed provided herſelf of 
a Lodging in a Midwife's Houſe, where ſhe 
continued till the time of her delivery. — In 
| ſpite of thoſe Agonies of Mind which had re- 

duced her Body to a pertect Anatomy, ſhe 
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ſafely brought into the World that lovely Babe 
who now lies ſucking at her Breaſt. Ine 
tender Affection of a Mother, which none but 
thoſe who really are ſo, can conceive, immedi- 
ately riſing in her Soul at ſight of this dear Part 
of herſelf. diſſipated great part of thoſe Anxi- 
eties which had ſo long and fo terribly prey d 
on her Spirits ; and had it not been for the Re- 
flection how little ſhe was able to do for one 
ſhe lov'd ſo much, her preſent Satisfaction had 
been equal to her former Diſquiets —— Ima- 
gining by what ſhe felt within herſelf, that he 
who had the ſame ſhare in the formation of this 
ſweet Innocent, muſt alſo be ſenſible of the ſame 
ſoft Emotions, made her reſolve that the inhu- 
man Ricardo ſhould behold this little Reſemblance 
of himſelt. She drew him therefore by a 
Wile to the Houſe where ſhe was, and conceal- 
ing herſelf in an inner Room, where ſhe unſeen 
could be wirneſs of all thar paſs'd, heard the 
Midwife, according to the DireCtions ſhe had 
given, acquaint him with the Hiſtory of its Birth, 
and beg him to take compaſſion of that helpleſs 
New-born, which by her aſſiſtance had come in- 
to the World : — But inſtead of receiving the 
News as a Man of but common Humanity would 
have done, he loaded both the Child and Mo- 
ther with all the opprobrious Names which 
hell-bred Malice cou'd invent, proteſting 
that if he could find the latter, he would ſe- 
verely puniſh her impudent Preſumption, in 
throwing on him the Odium of her ſpurious 
Offspring; and threatned the Woman of the 
Houſe, it ſhe perſiſted either to give them any 
farther Shelter, or talk any farther of this Bu- 
ſineſs; blaſphemouſly calling Jupiter, and all the 
Powers of Heaven, to witneis, that he was en- 
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tirely ignorant of any Woman by the Nawe of 
Be na; and that he ſuppoſed her a common 
Proſtitute, who, driven tor her Crimes tro mher 
native Laid, had thought to make a Property 
ot hem, hearing by tome means taac ie had 
made his Reſidence there ſome time. You will 
wonder, pernaps, that the wronged Lady did 
not immediately quit her Concealment, and with 
a drawn Dagger put a ſtop ro theſe 1..jurious 
and moſt unmanly Railings — Heaven wouid 
have pardon'd ſo juſt an Ind:gnation ; nar would 
the Sin of Murder have been imputed to her, 
hai ſhe eaſed Earth of ſo abhorr'd a M-nſter, 
and ſent him groaning to thoſe Fiends below 
who had inſpir'd him with ſuch Cruelty and 
Baſeneſs. But, alas ! the power either of 
clearing, or revenging her Innocence, was now 
taken from her; and before he left the Room, 
Grief and Wonder had depriv'd her of her 
Senſes. She was found after his depar- 
ture by the Woman who came in ſearch of her, 
in a Swoon which made her appear little diffe- 
rent from thoſe who are about being carried 
to their eternal Homes, —— The Landlady at 
firſt believ'd ſhe was in reality dead, and calling 
her People about her, began to bethink herſelt 
what to do with the Child, which being born 
in her Houſe, and every way an Orphan, . ſhe 
was obliged to maintain. — Various were the 
Advices ſhe received on this occaſion, and great 
her Trouble at the Charge which ſhe imagin'd 
ſhe had unawares brought on herſelf. — ln 
the midſt of this Conſultation, Nature too ſtrong 
for the oppoſing Paſſions, reſtor'd Be/lyna to the 
uſe of her Senſes, and rid her cautious Hoſtels 0 
her Fears. ——— But ſo ſtrongiy did this Acei- 
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chat one time or other, that Misfortune ſhe 
lately believ'd herſelf involv'd in, might in good 
earneſt fall upon her, ſhe reſolved to eaſe her 
Mind of ſo terrible an Apprehenſion, by obli- 
ing the unhappy Belhna to quit her Houſe, — 

This was a freſh Aggravation of that afflicted 
Lady's Sorrows, not knowing where to procure 
a Lodging for herſelf and young Child in a Ciry 
where ſhe was altogether unknown, and where 
the Magiſtrates are more cautious than in any 
other Place in the wholeWorld, how they bring 
a Charge on the Inhabitants, and never ſuffer a 
Stranger, in Circumſtances ſuch as hers, to con- 
tinue long among them. — She began there- 
fore to atteſt her Innocence, and left not cne 
Particular of her ſad Narrative, and the falſe 
Ricardo's Cruelty untold; but that was a mat- 
ter of leſs moment than ſhe thought it was, to 
this inexorable Creature, who perceiving there 
was little more Profit to be gain'd by her, and 
fearing that her Griefs might in a ſhort time put 
an end to her Life, and by that means, if no 
other, the Child would be left upon her, had 
but ſmall regard for what her Injuries and Vir- 
tues demanded from every thing that had Hu- 
manity, and plainly told her that ſhe mult be 
gone. Ir was as much as her Entreaties 
and Tears cou'd do to prevail on her, to per- 
mit her to ſtay even that one Night; but that 
being art laſt conſented to, the manner in which 
ſhe paſs'd the Hours till Morning may more ea- 
fily be imagined than deſcribed. A good 
old Woman, who had been her Nurſe during 
her lying-in, and till continued to lie in her 
Chamber, being witneſs of her Agonies, was 
touch'd with the greateſt Compaſſion tor her, 
and begging her to be of comfort, acquainted 
her 
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her that ſhe was miſtreſs of a Houſe, though a 
very mean one, and if (he would content herſelf 
to take refuge there till ſomething better ſhould 
arrive, every thing in it ſhould be at her dero- 
tion.—— With as much Joy as her melancholy 
Affairs would admit, did Belhna accept her offer; 
and when morning came, took leave of that mer- 
cenary Woman who had already been fo conſi- 
derable a gainer by her, that had the utmoſt of 
her Fears came to paſs, ſhe ſtill had been no 
loſer. She recompenſed the Kindneſs of her 
good Nurſe with a Jewel of value, and came 
with her to the Houſe ſhe told her of, which is 
that we are in at preſent, where ſhe has remain'd 
ſome Months; the poor Miſtreſs of it taking all 
1maginable care to alleviate her Sorrows,and to 
render the meanneſs of her Habitation as little 
irkſome as ſhe can, by preſerving it in a perfect 
tranquillity and neatneſs. She is the Per- 
ſon who you heard juſt now perſuading her to 
return to her native Country; not for the Rea- 
fon. which had induced the Mid wife to compel 
her to leave her Houſe, but becauſe ſhe ſees no 

robability of any amendment in her Station 
while ſhe ſtays here; and thinks the moſt cer- 
tain way to forget Ricardo, as well as to live in 
a manner more befitting her Rank and Merit, 
is to return to the Embraces of her Friends. 
Behold ! ſhe is ſtill pleading with her; 
ſhe offers to accompany and attend her, to pals 
the remainder of her Days in her Service; — 
and mark, ſhe is at laſt prevailed on. — Tho 
you ſee not into her Thoughts, you may eaſily 
read in her conſenting Eyes, that ſhe is no lon- 
ger refractory to her own Felicity — They 
have agreed between them, not to reveal the 


truth of her Misfortune, but that ſhe ſhall, ws 
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ter having obtain d their Pardon for acting any 
thing unknown to them, tell her Parents, that 
having been privately married to a Gentleman, 
whom ſhe fear'd they would not approve, ſhe 
had made her eſcape with him to this Ifland, 
where a ſudden Indiſpoſition taking him, ſhe 
ventur'd once more to throw herſelf beneath 
their Feet, and implore their Favour and Pro- 
tetion, —— This Story, whether believed or 
not, will ſave the confuſion which the recital 
of the Reality muſt give both to the Speaker 
and afflicted Hearers ; — and I dare propheſy, 
by ſome Words which Jupiter let fall the other 
day, Will ſerve to reconcile her both to her 
Relations and the former Character ſhe bore.— 
doubt not but her Scene of Sorrows will in 
time paſs over, and a Succeſſion of Bleſſings be 
her future Portion while falſe Ricardo, the 
Slave of Luſt, ſhall linger out his Days in Diſ- 
eaſes and Remorſe, and full of Regret, but in- 
capable of Penitence, grow hateful to the Gods, 
and avoided by all good Men. — O moſt beau- 
tiful and divine Aſirea ! may all perfidious 
Wretches, like him, ne'er meet a better Fate, 
that Mortals may be compell'd to acknowledge 
the Folly of wicked Actions, and that there fits 
a Power above the Clouds which hears and will 
revenge the Cauſe of the diſtreſs'd and wrong'd. 

No farther Diſcoveries being here to be made, 
the Deity removed his Guelt to the Court-yard 
of a magnificent Palace; which being ſituated 
on a riſing Ground, and having the command of 
one of the fineſt Rivers in the Univerſe, the 
Beauty of the Proſpect for ſome moments en- 
groſs d the utmoſt Attention of the admiring 
Youth. Bur the God of tender Adorations per- 
cerving how he was taken up, gave an Inter- 
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ruption to his Cogitations in theſe Words: It 
is not (ſaid he) to indulge your Contempla- 
tions with the various Charms which both An 
and Nature ſeem to vye with each other to pro- 
duce in this Iſland, but to inſtru& you to avoid 
the Vices of its Inhabitants, that I deſcend to 
be your Conductor here. Example has infinitely 
more power than Precept to ſway the Mind of 
Man either to Good or l|i— To behold Sin in 
its naked Deformity, is the moſt certain method 
to oblige you to love Virtue, — For this reaſon 1 
lead you into the Cloſets, nay inſtru& your Pene- 
tration to pierce the very Boſoms of the guilty 
Great, that you may know how little Satisfaction 
there is to be found in baſe Actions of whatever 
kind, and how much deceiv'd thoſe are, who 
blinded by a Glare of Grandeur, imagine Happi- 
neſs conſiſts in Wealth and Titles. This Palace is 
the Dwelling of a Man of Quality, whoſe An- 
ceſtors for many Ages paſt have been eſteemed 
among the Prime of the Nobility.— Wiſdom 
and Valour ſeem'd inherent to the Family, till 
this unworthy Branch of it gave a teſtimony to 
the contrary. Not any of his Predeceſſors 
render'd themfelves more conſpicuous for Bra- 
very, Magnanimity of Mind, and every Virtue 
of Humanity, than he has made himſelf for Lux- 
ury, the moſt diſſolute Debauchery, and all the 
Vices which corrupt Mankind, and diſgrace the 
Deſigns of Nature. — Early he devoted himſelf 
to that Demon who uſurps my Name, and be- 
times became a Proficient in the Arts of Hell— 
His very Name ſtruck Terror to the Soul of every 
modeſt Maid, and at his Preſence the leſs guilty 
even of his own Sex withdrew themſelves, as 
fearing the Infection of his contagious Conver- 
ſation and Behaviour. *T was with wh 
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finity of Grief that the noble Lord his Father, 
obſerr'd in him this Propenſity to Vice; and 
tho! he was the elueſt born of all his numerous 
Offepring, and Heir to Pe ſſeſſiuns which are in- 
ferior to few in this Ifland, ſent him to the 
Wars, hoping the Toils of a Campaign would 
mortity in him thoſe o'er-boiling Heats which 
Luxury and Idleneſs at home had but roo much 
indulged ; or that ſome Blow might take him 
from the World, and fave his Family from that 
Diſhonour his Carriage ſeem'd ta threaten. — 
But Fate and Jupi er, for ſome Reaſons unknown 
to the inferior Gods, th: ught not fit to grant 
his Prayers ſucceſs. — The young Bertoldus, 
(for ſo he is called) inſtead of profiting by the 
Dangers in which he daily was involr'd, grew 
but more hardned in his Contempt of Heaven. 
The more he ſaw of Death, the leſs he ſeem'd 
to fear it; and that brutal Courage he was poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, only ſerved to make him more bold in 
Il, as deſpiſing any Puniſhment which the Law 
or thoſe in Power might inflict on him. 
The firſt Proof he gave of the little regard he 
had to what might happen hereafter, was indul- 
ging his preſent Appetite in the Rape of a young 
Maid of Quality, Daughter to the Governour 
of a Fort where he kept Gariſon; and when 
detected of the Crime, was ſo far from excuſing 
It, that he told the afflicted Father, he was only 
forry to find himſelf cooped up in a Place which 
afforded him no more variety of Prey, but that 
if he had any more Daughters, or Nieces worth 
debauching, wiſh'd he would ſend for them, 
that he might inſtru them in their Mother's 
Trade. The Injury and Inſult warming the 
old Man to a deſire of Vengeance, having ſum- 
mon d the Libertine before a Court of Judi- 
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cat ure, and being able to procure no Satisf4- 
ction of him by reaſon of his Quality, and the 
Poſt he held there, ſent him a Challenge, which 
the other accepting ot, he added to the Daugh- 
ter's Ruin tne Fatber's Blood. — But eſcaping 
for that, as he had do e for the other, in a ſhort 
time after the beautiful Wite of an inferior Of- 
ficer became the Sacrifice of his unbounded Luſt, 
le raviſh'a her in the moſt inhuman man- 
ner that can be imagin'd : Having by a Stratagem 
decoy'd her into the Room where her Husband 
uſually kept Guard, but was now ſent into the 
Town on ſome Pretence, he firſt in as mild 
Terms as his brutal way of expreſſing himſelf 
would admit of, acquainted her with his De- 
fires; which ſhe refuſing to comply with, he 
compell'd two of his Soldiers to hold her while 
he perpetrated his horrid Purpoſe, then left her 
to receive the ſame Uſage from them.— The 
unfortunate Husband, at his return, found her 
in a Condition rather dead than alive; almolt 
diſtracted at this killing Spectacle, which he too 
ſoon knew the meaning of, meditatgd-*nothing 
but Revenge ; and the next morning, when the 
cruel Bertoldus was reviewing the Troops in 2 
Field behind the Fort, diſcharged a Piſtol loaded 
with Bullets at him; but miſſing his aim, was 
ſecur'd and thrown into Priſon, where in a ſhort 
time he died of Grief. 
Numberleſs are the Crimes of the ſame kind, 
which this ſhame of Manhood has committed. 
Wholly lawleſs, delighting in Rapes, Mur- 
ders, and every Act of Cruelty, a ſad Account 
of his Behaviour reach'd his unhappy Fathers 
ears, who diſtracted that he had begot ſuch 4 
Monſter, try'd every way to reclaim or puniſh 


him; but both Endeavours being inetd, " 
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ſent for him, vainly hoping his Preſence might 
be ſome Curb to his unruly Nature; but, alas! 
he found himſelf ſo far deceiv'd, that unable to 
endure the fight of his prophane Enormities, 
he baniſh'd him his Houſe, but that he look'd 
on rather as a Happineſs, than the contrary, for 
having a great Eſtate left him by his Mother, 
and which it is not in the power of the old 
Lord to diſpoſſeſs him of, he bought this ſtately 
Dwelling, where, for many Years, he has liv'd 
in a continued Scene of Leudneſs, and the moſt 
profligate Debauchery. | 

Gay in ſacceſsful Miſchief, and triumphing 
in his Crimes, too long, indeed, have the Pray- 
ers and Invocations of the Injur'd in vain been 
offer'd up to Heaven; but now the Time is 
come, when every Maid by him undone, ſhall 
have her utmoſt Vengeance on the deteſted Ru- 
iner. It is in this manner brought about. 
— The Wretch, regardleſs of the Ties of 
Blood or Friendſhip, has frequently attempted 
the Virtue of thoſe of his neareſt Kindred, nor 
did he ever bear a ſufficientValue for a Man, to 
prevent him from uſing his moſt vigorous En- 
deavours to corrupt his Wife or Daughter. 
A young Gentleman, however, whoſe Name is 
Aaſelmo, being by ſome (to both of them) un- 
happy Chance brought into his Acquaintance, 
latter d himſelf that he was really ſo well in his 
Eſteem, that nothing could induce him to do 
an unhandſome Action by him. In this 
Confidence, one Night as they were talking of 
their Amours, he raſhly let him into the Secret 
of his Paſſion for a moſt beautiful Virgin called 
pri ana; and extoll'd her Charms in Terms ſo 
varm and lively that the other, whoſe Heart 
ike Tinder the laſt Spark would kindle into a 
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Flame, began immediately to blaze with the hot: 
teſt Fires of Luſt : but as he wanted not Artifice 
to diſguiſe his Thoughts whenever he knew 
the revealing of them would be a prejudice, he 
ſeem'd not to take the leaſt notice of the En- 
comiums which the unthinking Lover gave this 
Idol of his Soul; but lily drawing from him her 
Name, and the Place of her Abode, ſet his in- 
ventive Brain to work by what means he ſhould 
undermine him, and ruin her. He con- 
ſider'd, that if he ſhould make court to her, 
twas poſſible his Character would rob him of 
thoſe Advantages which his Quality might elſe 
have given him over his Rival ; beſides, he ima- 
gin'd by ſome part of Anſelmo's Diſcourſe, that 
he was already very much in her favour ; and 
theſe two Articles made him with Reaſon doubt 
that ſhe would not only expoſe his Infidelity to 
his Friend, but alſo oblige her not to ſee him 
after ſuch a Declaration: he therefore thought 
it belt to ſeize her unawares, and by bearing 
her to a Place where ſhe ſhould have none to 
aſſiſt her, ſatiate his Defires at once, without 
giving her the Caution to avoid him. Ha- 
ving made a ſtrict enquiry into what Places ſhe 
frequented, he was told by the Emiſlaries he em 
ploy'd, that ſhe ſeldom miſs'd paying her De- 
votions at the Temple of Jupiter once a day.— 
This Information made him ſet Perſons to watch 
her coming forth ; and one Morning, when ſhe 
happen d to go out alone, two of the Wretches 
who had been accuſtom'd to ſerve him in the 
like villainous Expeditions, ſeiz d on her as ſle 
Vas paſſing thro? a private Street, and the one 
topping her Mouth, and catching her in his 
Arms, while the other cry'd out the poor Lady 
was in a Fit, carried ber in that manner © 
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Bertoldus, who waited a few Paces off in a 
Coach; the Fellow had before-hand Inſtru- 
ions where to drive, and being dragg'd into a 
Houſe which he kept on purpoſe for ſuch Af- 
fairs, was without any Ceremony, or prepara- 
tory Excuſes, compell'd to ſuffer what her Soul 
moſt abhorr'd. She had ſeen the Raviſher 
at many publick Places, tho* unmark'd by him, 
and ſwore Revenge on him as far as Revilings, 
and expoſing the Action he had been guilty of 
could infli& : but, alas! Reputation was the 
leaſt of his concern, and he coolly told her, 'That 
tho* he would be glad ſhe would forgive him, 
becauſe he ſhould then have hope of renewing, 
by her own conſent, the Joys he lately had 
forced from her, yet her Indignation would be 
of little ſervice toward her future Security, for 
that when he was determin'd on any thing, ſhe 
ſaw he knew the way to compaſs it, and that 
if ſhe did not agree to give him another meet- 
ing, ſhe muſt expe& a ſecond Rape. 

Imagine to yourſelf, illuſtrious Youth ! (con- 
tinued the Soul- attracting Power) what a Woman 
nicely virtuous in her Principles, chaſte in her 
Conſtitution, and who beſides was paſſionately 
enamour'd of Anſelmo, muſt feel at ſuch an en- 
tire ruin of his Hopes and her own Honour, and 
ſpare me the pains of repeating the Exclamarions 
ſhe made. Thought may arrive at ſome 
part of her Diſtraction, but Words can never 
paint it as it ought. Bur this Monſter 
of Cruelty and Inhumanity made a mockery 
at her Complaints, and with moſt unmanly 
Inſolence ſcoff' d at her Lamentations, pleas'd 
with the Beauties of her Perſon, and inſen- 
ible and deſpiſing the Agonies of her Mind, 
he kept her with him all that Day and Night, 
K 2 and 
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and great part of the other alſo, reſolved to glu 
Deſire, and riot in the repeated poſſeſſion of his 
Wiſhes. — At laſt, quite ſated with the luſ. 
cious Banquet, he ſent her home under the con- 
voy of thoſe Fellows who had brought her to 
him, who no ſooner conducted her to the Door 
of the Houſe where ſhe liv'd, than they jump d 
into the Caach again, and drove away with all 
imaginable ſpeed, by that means depriving her 
of the Satisfaction ſhe had form'd in her Mind 
of obtaining Juſtice on theſe Aſſiſtants of her 
Undoing. At her return ſhe found the poor4r- 
ſelmo, who amazed and frighted at her long ab- 
ſence, had ſcarce ever left rhe Houſe ſince ſhe 
had been out of it. — The fight of him would 
have given an increaſe of Woe to her afflicted 
Soul, had the State ſhe was in been of that na- 
ture which cou'd admit of any. — But, alas! 
hers was too terrible to receive Addition, — 
As ſoon as ſhe perceived him, what the Diſorder 
of her whole Form, her rifled Robes, diſhevel'd 
Hair, and ſtreaming Eyes, had not the power to 
inform him, her incoherent Words, and wild 
Exclaimings on the Name of Bertoldus too ſoon 
explain'd. "Tis as little in the compaſs of 
Language to expreſs the Horror which at the 
knowledge of this Misfortune ſurrounded his 
whole Soul, as it 1s to tell you what hers en- 
dur'd. Ar firſt, the Tempeſt of his Griet 
was dumb; Amazement and Confuſion opp 
all utterance! But when it found a Vent, how 
loud, how fiercely did it rage! even Madnels 
would but meanly repreſent his Fury ! — He 
would have ran that moment, and made Bertoldus 
the Sacrifice of his Reſentment, tho' his own 
Life had paid the purchaſe of it; but Ciprian 


op poling it, and alſo telling him that ſhe __ 
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ve no Directions in what part of the Town 
chat curſed Houſe where ſhe had left him was 
ſituated; he was at laſt prevail'd on to ſtudy 
ſome leſs dangerous Method for Revenge. | 
Malice is, tor the moſt part, ingenious enough 
ro compaſs what it aims ar, and that he was 
poſſeſs d of, being inſpir'd by the moſt poinant 
Injury that Mortality can ſuſtain, grew propor- 
tionably keen, and certainly nothing could be 
more ſubtile in the Contrivance, nor terrible in 
the Execution, than the Stratagem which he 
found out for the puniſhment of that vile pro- 
phaner of the ſacred Names of Love and Friend- 
hip. It was in this manner inflicted. He ob- 
iged Cipriaza to write a Letter to Bertoldus, 
-ounterteiring a deſire of Reconciliation with 
n. I: was not in her power to diſſemble 
far, tho” ſhe knew on what account ſhe was 
do it, and he dictating on another piece of 
aper what he would have faid, ſhe copied it 
„er afterwards ; the Words were as follow: 


To Count BERTOLDUVUS. 


HE Manner in which we parted, may well make 
it ſeem ſtrange to you to receive a Billet from 
me of this nature. But if you confider, on the 
one fide, the Methods you teck to gain me, and the 
litle Pains you were at to inſpire me with that 
Paſſion which alone can reader an Intrigue ſuch as 
ours excuſable, you will not wonder that a Virgin, 
bred up in the ſtricteſt Rudiments of Honour, ſhould 
ſuffer a ſhock of Soul greater indeed than Language 
can expreſs. But on the other, when you reflect 
Wu the Weakneſs of our Sex, and how impoſſible it is 
to forget the Tranſports of a firſt Enjoyment, eſpecially 
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with a Man ſo form d to charm, you cannot be ſur- 
ized to find my Reſentment not immortal.— ] am 
ſenſible that I ought, but cannot hate you, and confeſs 
that nothing is ſo dreadful to me, as the Apprehenfiun 
you find in me no Charms to engage you to the con- 
tinuance of an Acquaiatance with me. But 
remember, my Lord ! that you have undone me, that 
Thave yet known nothiug but the brutal Part of Paſ- 
fon; the more refined and tender Extaſies of Defire 
might, perhaps, make me ſatisfied with what has hap- 
pen d. "Tis too much to be Joſt to Virtue and u 
Love at once. — Oh ! therefore, let the ſofteſt Ardurt 
of the latte r make ſome amends for the ruin of the 
former. Content yourſelf with the Triumph you © 
have made of my Honour; deſtroy not my eternal 
Peace, but reſolve to bleſs with your Affection her who 
elſe muſt be in all reſpects, | 


The moſt WWretched, 
and Undone 


CIPRIANA 


P. S. One thing I depend on your Honour and Ge- 
nerofity to grant; which is, that you will not ac- 
quaint Anſelmo with the Hiſtory of what you have 
done. Tou know he long has ſollic ited me on tht 
moſt warrantable Terms, and is a Match which, if 
Love and Shame would give me leave, my later e 
would oblige me to accept. Let me therefore 
know what you deſign for me, but let your Anſwt 
be more the Dictates of your Heart, than Complat- 


Jance. Alien, too dear Uadoer. 


You 
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You will be ſurprized, perhaps, (purſued the 
Cod) at the Stile of this Letter, as not being 
able to imagine for what reaſon the unhappy 
Lover ſhould oblige his Miſtreſs to write in 
this manner; but you will immediately perceive 
that there was an abſolute neceſſity to carry on 
their Deſign, that Bertoldus ſhould believe An- 
ſelmo to be ignorant of the Affair, which he 
could not do without imagining Cipriana half 
ſatisfied with her Rape, and unwilling to di- 
rulge or to revenge it. The Letter was ſent 
by a Servant of that afflicted Lady, and in a 
ſmall time return'd with this Anſwer from Ber- 


toldus. 
To the Lovely CIPRIAN 4: 


"TW AS a Surprize indeed your Billet gave me, 

but it was the moſt pleaſing one I ever felt in my 
whole Life. — J am ſo jar from being ſatiated with 
the Bleſſing of your Embraces, that I long for nothing 
more than to renew that Felicity; which will be new. 
to me, not only becauſe Charms ſuch as yours muſt le 
ever ſo, but alſo becauſe you give me hope of enjoying 
that thro* Inclination, which before I was maſter 
of but by Compulſion, —— Your readineſs to par- 
don what I have done, diſcovers you to be a Woman 
of Senſe and Spirit, both which are the Perfections I 
would wiſh in her J love, and have too great a Sway 
with me, not to make myPaſſion laſting as it is fervent. 
Time can only prove the firſt, but the latter, my dear 
relenting Charmer ſhall experience this very Night, if 
ſhe will favour me with an Opportunity.— Let 


me: know your Reſolution without Reſerve or Scru- 
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ple, which are needleſs where you have a Lover liks 
The Faithful, and ever 
Paſſionately Affectionate 
BER TOLDUS, 


O may the Fiends with their ſevereſt Whips 
reward ſuch Faith, ſuch paſſionate Affection! 
(cry'd Anſelmo, as ſoon as he had read the Letter, 
tranſported with the moſt violent Rage.) The poor 
Cipriana join'd with him in Curſes ; by which 
having a little vented the fury of their over- 
charg'd Souls, they ſet themſelves down to pre- 


on a ſecond Mandate, which was to this et 
ect. 


To the Agreeable Count BERTOLDUS. 


H OW ready are we to believe what we paſ- 

fionately defire ! —— Treceive your Promiſes 
of Fidelity as I do the Articles of my Religion, and 
devote myſelf to Cupid as to Jupiter. þs 
Night, fince Inclination prompts, and Buſineſs will 
permit, I ſhall gladly expect you at my own Houſe, 
about twelve a-clock, when all the Servants being 
diſmiſs*d, except one who 1 dare make my Confidante, 
you may ſafely fleal io the Bed and Arms of - 


Tour too much Enamour d 


CIPRIANA 


This Fpiſtle being diſpatch'd, Anſelmo left 


for ſome Hours the diſtreſs'd Cipriana!; _ 
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fore Evening, retarh'd with a Creature who 
made a Trade of proſtituting herſelf co as many 
as thought her worth their purchaſe. By a 
long Series of Debauchery ſhe was become ſo 
much diſeaſed, that it was ſcarce poſſible to 
touch her without being contaminated. 
This Wretch being firſt waſh'd and perfum'd, 
was laid into Cipriana's Bed; where being in- 
ſtructed how to act, ſhe waited the approach of 
him who was to pay dearly for the ſhort-liv'd 
Tranſports of her polluted Embraces.— The 
Hour being arriv'd, Cpriana and Anſelmo wait- 
ing in a low Parlour, heard the perfidious Ber- 
toldus enter the Houſe, where the Waiting- 
maid, as ſhe was order'd, told him as ſoon as 
he came in, that a Relation of her Lady's being 
unexpectedly come to Town, he muſt excuſe 
the Darkneſs and Silence with which he was 
receiv'd ; but that her Miſtreſs was in Bed, and 
if he pleas'd to follow her, ſhe would condu& 
him to her. ——— Not yet ſurfeited with the 
Charms of the real Cipriana, he eaſily ſwallow'd 
the Bait, and haſted to the pernicious Embraces 
of the ſuppoſed one. Earneſtly did Anſelmo, 
who ſtaid all Night with the dear ruin'd Object 
of his Affections, condoling their mutual Wretch- 
edneſs, long to ſurprize the baſe Deſtroyer of his 
Hopes in this Scene of Shame ; paſſionately did 
he wiſh to fall on him with all the Upbraidings 
his Treachery deſerv'd : but the Perſuaſions of 
Cipriana, fearing ſome fatal Cataſtrophe of ſo juſt 
an Indignation on the one fide, and convicted 
Villany on the other, prevail'd with him not 
to appear before him. But though the Com- 


mands of this ſupreme Miſtreſs of his Soul were 
ever ſacred, I know not if at this Juncture they 
would have had the force to have with-held 

him, 
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him, if the Conſideration that the Diſcovery of 
the Cneat put on him in paſſing another Wo. 
man on him for Cipriana, might not have over- 
thrown all they had done for Revenge —*T was 
poſſible he might indeed have gueſſed at the De- 
ſign laid for him; and by early applying him- 
ſelf ro a skilful Phyſician, have eſcaped great 

art ot cnoſe racking Agonies they intended for 
him, and which he at this inſtant groans under.— 
Early in the morning, before the roſy Chariot 
of Aurora had diſpell'd thoſe ſable Shades 
which bar the Eye's diſtinction, the counterfeit 
Cipriana told him. he muſt take his leave, be- 
cauſe having Company in the Houſe more than 
her own Family, ſome of the Servants might pro- 
bably be ſtirrinz ſooner than was their uſual 
Cuſtom —— With much Perſuaſions he com- 
= with her Requeſt, and was let out of the 

ouſe by the Maid who had introduc'd him. 
The Courtezan receiv'd from Anſelmo a 
handſome Reward for having been the Inſtru- 
ment of his Revenge, which being aſſur'd by 
her that he wou'd ſee in a ſhort time, was com- 
pleated in as ample a manner as he conld wiſh: 
he went to viſit Bertoldus with his uſual free- 
dom, and diſſembling thoſe inward Agitations 
which roſe in his Soul at ſight of him, propos d 
going a little Journey into the Country; it was 
to a Place, he told him, which was extremely 
pleaſant, and that to the Beauties of Nature 
there were alſo added all manner of Diverſions, 
ſuch as good Game for Hunting and Shooting, 
a fine Plain for Horſe-racing, and Aſſemblies 
ſtored with freſh Country Girls. All 


theſe were "Temptations not to be reſiſted by a 
Man who thought of nothing but indulging 


every Appetite to the utmoſt degree of LA 
an 
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and the next Day was agreed on for their ſet- 
ting out. He had the good Manners (which 
was ſomething extraordinary in him) to take his 
leave of Cipriana by Letter ; which ſhe, {till car- 
rying on the Deſign, anſwer'd in Terms as ob- 
liging. 
The Motive which induced Anſelmo to draw 
him into the Country, was, that the Heat of Ri- 
ding might more enflame the Diſtemper with 
which he had caus'd him to be infected; and 
that being in a Place where there were no 
Phyſicians, or at leaſt ſuch whoſe Art was not 
to be depended on, his whole Maſs of Blood 
ſhould be corrupted before he could have any 
relief. The End anſwer'd his Expectations, Ber- 
toldus had not been above three or tour Days in 
that Place, before he found himſelf diſorder'd 
in a manner he knew not preſently how to ac- 
count for. Strange Stingings ran through 
every vital Part each little Fibre felt convulſive 
Torments — a conſuming Fire prey'd on his 
Heart, and mounting to his Head, ſhot mad- 
ding Anguiſh to his Brain,—-What can he now 
do? — Where can he find eaſe > ——— In vain 
to cooling Streams he runs ; the internal Flames 
but blaze the more, the more they are oppos'd. 
Inn vain rich Cates invite his ſickly Taſte.— 
He now is without Appetite, without Deſire, 
and has no longer any Senſe but that of feeling 
Pain. Poſt-Horſes were diſpatch'd to fetch 
Phyſicians from the City, who when they came, 
and examining into the nature of the Diſeaſe, 
found it was of that fierce and terrible kind, 
that it muſt be but by a long Courſe of Pre- 
ſcriptions, if ever he did, that he found relief. 

Litter being prepar'd, he was brought to 
Town, and all poſſible means applied = his 
eco- 
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Recovery; but the corroding Poiſon of this 
unnatural Diſtemper has gain'd too ſecure a 
Poſſeſſion ever to be removed. Ulcers de- 
vour his Fleſh, Rottenneſs conſumes his Bones. 
—A dreadful Martyr to Luſt, he curſes now 
the Pleaſures he once courted with ſo much ea- 
gerneſs.—— Yer ignorant from what polluted 
Source he drew the Contagion, and little ſuſpect- 
ing the Cheat put on him by Cipriana and An- 
ſelmo, the latter has the ſatisfaction to hear his 
Groans, and ſee his Pains. Long he can- 
not live to endure them; and when he deſcends 
to dwell to all Eternity among thoſe Fiends 
who have been his Abettors here, muſt learn to 
bear ſeverer Tortures from the Vengeance of 
the offended Gods, than on Earth has been in- 
flicted on him by that of Anſelmo. The forever 
undone Cipriana is ſince retir'd to the Temple 
of Veſta, where ſhe deſigns to paſs the remain- 
der of her wretched Days. 

But it was not (continued the Deity) only to 
entertain you with the Hiſtory of the vile Be- 
zoldus that I brought you to his Palace; behold 
in that open Chariot, which now enters the 
Court- yard, a Siſter of that Wretch! — She 
has, you ſee, but a moderate Share of Charms, 
but is poſſeſs'd of more good Senſe, and leſs 
Vanity than the generality of her Sex.—— She 
imagines not herſelf more lovely than ſhe 15; 
and, conſcious that ſhe deſerves not the Ado- 
rations which ſome Men would offer her on the 
ſcore of her Quality and Fortune, ſhuns all Ad- 
dreſles which bear the name of Love. The Man 
who pretends a Paſſion for her, is ſure to loſe 
her Acquaintance and Eſteem. By this 


Proceeding ſhe has gain'd the Character of the 


itridteſt Virtue in the World. — She is look d 
upon 
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upon by every body as a Votary to Diana, and 
with ſuch Subtlety and Artifice are all her Words 
and Actions guarded, that ſhe eſcapes the repu- 
tation of a Prude, as well as a Coquette, never 
condemning in another what ſhe ſeems leaſt 
guilty of herſelf. Let is this Woman's Soul too 
much of a piece with her Brother's.— Tis ow 
ing to her Pride, that ſhe profeſſes not in publick 
the looſe Deſires which ſhe in private gratihes: ; 
and to her Cunning, that ſhe is no greater a 
Hypocrite : the firſt would leſſen her in the 
Eſteem of her Acquaintance, and the latter 
would make thoſe of a leſs ſanctified appearance 
pry into her Actions, and, perhaps, by that 
means make Diſcoveries moſt pernicious to her 
Fame. — You will wonder, perhaps, as I 
have told you ſhe avoids all Declarations of Love, 
by what means ſhe has it in her power to in- 
dulge the Pleaſures of it. I muſt therefore 
acquaint you, that there are many Houſes in 
this Metropolis, where thoſe who are unwilling 
to be at the pains of a long Courtſhip, may be 
furniſh'd either with a publick Courtezan, or 
private Miſtreſs ; it is theſe Places ſhe fre- 
quents, and leaving her Father's Palace with- 
out any Attendants with her, on pretence of 
going to buy things cheaper than ſhe cou'd if 
her Quality were known ; a Hackney-Coach or 
. Chair carries her to ſome one or other of theſe 
Theatres of Debauchery, where enquiring if 
there be any Gentleman who has a Stock of 
amorous Deſires lies heavy on his hands, ſhe is 
immediately introduced to him; and thus, with- 
out hazarding her Reputation, gratifies her 
Luſt: For the Man that poſſeſſes her under this 
Character, little imagines who it is he has in his 
Arms; and tho' he may probably have ſeen her 

at 


( 142 ) 
at Court, at Church, or at other publick Af. 
ſemblies, cannot believe his Miſtreſs any other 
than a Woman who has a reſemblance of that 
Lady; ſo vaſt a Diſparity there is between that 
Behaviour which ſhe aſſumes in publick, and that 
which in theſe private Rendezvous ſhe gives a 
looſe to, So monſtrous a Proof of want of Ni- 
cety one ſhall ſcarcely find another Example of 
in that Sex, who, for the moſt part, look on 
no Misfortune ſo terrible, as being condemned 
to the Embraces of the Man they love not; and 
thar ſhe can feel any thing of that Paſſion for a 
Perſon who ſhe has never ſeen, as many of 
thoſe ſhe converſes with in this manner, are 
Wholly ſtrangers to her eyes, is morally impoſſi- 
ble. Thoſe Wretches who ſubmit to ſuch a 
manner of Life merely thro” Neceſſity, think it 
the ſevereſt Fate which could befal them ; yer 
does this Court Belle, indulging what can be 
only term'd a brutal Appetite, and throwing 
not only Modeſty aſide, but every other Cha- 
racteriſtick of Womanhood, proſtitute herſelf to 
the Embraces of each lewd Libertine ſhe meets, 
without regard to his Deformities or Charms.— 
*Tis enough he is a Man. — She is ſatisfied 
with that, and would look on it as a Curſe ra- 
ther than a Bleſſing, to find one poſſeſs'd of Per. 
fections ſuch as ſhould make her wiſh a ſecond 
Enjoyment, becauſe ſhe knows not then how 
far ſuch a liking might tranſport her to Tender- 
neſſes and Follies (as ſhe terms the Effects of my 
Influence) which might occaſion two Misfor- 
runes equally terrible, a Diſcovery of her real 
Quality, and an Impoſſibility of being bleſs'd 
in thoſe promiſcuons Raptures ſhe now takes 
ſo much pleaſure in. Oh, noble Youth - 
(continued the God of ſublime Delights) who "_ 
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think it of this Woman? — Who wou'd be- 
lieve that Air of Pride and Haughtineſs could 
ſubmit to Dalliances ſo unworthy and ſo mean! 
That ſeeming Delicacy, which wears a Bluſh 
even at the mention of an obſcene Word, be 
ſubverted to endure, nay, practiſe the moſt im- 
pudent Behaviour ! — How little is the Face 
the Index of the Mind ! — How does her coun- 
terfeited Sanctity of Manners impoſe on the Be- 
lief of Mortals—and how is Heaven affronted 
by her pretended Oriſons ! —— The chaſte Di- 
ana, whoſe Votary ſhe calls herſelf, yet whoſe 
Influence ſhe in her Soul diſdains, is for ever 
imploring Vengeance on her. How long 
great Jupiter will continue deaf to her Sollicita- 
tions, is not for me to judge; but Aſtrea, the fa- 
vourite Daughter of the Omnipotent, comtorts 
that Goddeſs by an aſſurance that ſhe will in 
time prevail with him to force, by ſome unlook'd- 
for, ſome reſiſtleſs Woe, the bold Prophaner to 
confeſs her Shame, renounce the Hypoeriſy 
which has ſo long deceived Mankind, and in 
the bittereſt Agonies of Diſtraction and Re- 
morſe avow her Crimes, and own the prompting 
Demon of her ſalacious Wiſhes. * 

Here paus'd the Deity, buried for ſome mo- 
ments in a troubled Contemplation on the 
ſhameful Deeds he had been rehearſing. No 
Deluſion can dwell on the Countenance of per- 
fe&t Love, and our diſcerning Traveller could 
ealily diſcover in the dim Glances of thoſe Eyes 
which late ſhot forth ſuch Soul-enlivening Rays, 
the Concern which that benignant Power had 
for the Crimes of the Inhabitants of this lower 
World; and touch'd with the utmoſt Gratitude, 
low on the Earth he proſtrated his humble Body, 
and burſt out into this paſſionate Exclamation,— 


O 
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O Race (ſaid he) unworthy of ſuch hearenly 
Goodneſs ! Divine Compaſſion mourng 
the Iils your Sins bring on; yet harden'd in 
Impiety, you deſpiſe the Grace, and dare the 
Puniſhment. 

A radiant Smile diffuſing round the place 
celeſtial Joy, teſtified how much the God was 
pleas'd with this Proof of the Stranger's Senſi- 
bility. Had the degenerate Sons (ſaid he) 
of that unhappy Genius, whom yeſternight thou 
ſaw'ſt wailing my Anger, and their approaching 
Miſ-haps bur half thy Tenderneſs, thy Soft- 
neſs, and Propenſity to Good, how ſoon ſhould 
I relent ! — How ſoon return and bleſs them 
with addirional Delights ! But they are 
hardned all ; — not one among them but either 
thro* Inclination, or Example, ſwerves from my 
Laws, and turns the once adored Power of 
Cupid into Scorn.— The pretending Youth 
no ſooner obtains his Wiſhes of the too yielding 
Maid, than he contemns and abandons her to 
Ruin. The wedded Fair, grown tired of 
lawful Joys, ſeeks to regale decay d Deſire with 
Variety. — Inconſtancy is become a- Faſhion, 
and to be juſt and faithful, is to be accounted 
ridiculous, and of a Humour obſolete, —The 
Name of Love is only quoted in their Words 
of Courtſhip, my Influence has no power over 
their Actions; I am not conſulted in their De- 
figns, nor do I light the Torch of Hymen at their 
Marriages —— Thoſe few who ſeem to worſhip 
me with their Mouths, deſpiſe, or at beſt have 
but a mean Opinion of me in their Hearts. 
Even the ſofter Sex, imitating the Example of 
the other, think themſelves moſt wiſe when 
leaſt they are by me directed, and grow vain 
on being inſenſible. I will give you an 
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Inſtance of it, ſuch as will, pethaps; aſtoniſh 
ou. | 
5 A young Beauty, the only Daughter of one 
of the High Prieſts of Jupiter was married ar 
an Age too early to boaſt a very diſtinguiſhing 
acity, to a Gentleman deſerving a Woman 
of equal Fortune and Accompliſhments, and a 
much ſuperior Senſe of what was really valuable, 
than ſhe who hapned to his lot was miſtreſs of. 
— But Tenderneſs is always partial he lov'd 
her, and could ſee no want of merit in her, — 
Never was a Man form'd with a greater ſhare of 
perſonal Perfections, nor endued with more in- 
terior Virtues. The lovelieſt Maid might 
have gloried in the Preference he gave her, and 
thought the Title of his Wife a Pride more to 
be envy' d than that of a Ducal Coronet. But 
Dalatilla (for ſo is this unhappy Subject of the 
Hiſtory I am about to give you, call d) had the 
misfortune to be born under Planets which ren- 
der d all the good the Gods deſign'd for her in- 
effetual— She is of a humour to make herſelf 
unhappy amidſt the moſt proſperous Circums 
ſtances. Never Woman ſet out with a Proſpect 
of a better Fate, nor had greater Opportuni- 
ties of rendring herſelf an Obje& rather of 
Envy than Contempt; yet never Woman became 
more deſpicable, more wretched than ſhe, in 
the ſpace of a few Years. | 
Priding herſelf in that Character of Inſenſi- 
bility, ſhe took a pleaſure in returning thoſe 
Devoirs her obliging Husband paid her, with a 
ſullen Coldneſs ; affecting before all Company 
rather to ſeem offended than the contrary, at 
the Proofs he gave her of his Paſſion, yer be- 
having herſelf with all the Gallantry and Gaiery 
imaginable to every other Perſon, who appear d 
Voi. II. 5 de- 
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deſirous of engaging her in Converſation, 
In conſideration of her Youth, long did he over- 
look theſe Faults; but finding ſhe {till perſevered 
in them, and that beſides her Diſpoſition was 
naturally inclin'd to Coquettry, he ventur'd, 
tho* with great mildneſs, to reprimand her, and 
to perſuade her with all the gentle Arguments 
he could think of, that ſuch a Conduct would 
in time render her liable to cenſure, and alſo 
make both their lives unhappy. But alas 
to adviſe her, was like throwing Water againſt 
the Wind— Vain of her own imagin'd Wit, 
ſhe could not bear controul, and to ſhew. that ſhe 
knew beſt what was becoming her to do, ated 
in every thing the reverſe of his deſires ; if ſhe 
was before reſerved and coy in her behaviour 
to him, ſhe now grew peeviſh, ſullen, and con- 
tradictory If he had diſapproved of her con- 
verſing with ſome Perſons of an ill Character, 
he now had reaſon to regret his want of power 
to oblige her to keep any other Society than 
ſuch as thoſe. ——In fine, ſhe ſtudied nothing 
but how to make him wretched, nor ever wore 
a pleaſant Countenance in his preſence, but when 
ſhe ſaw him torn and diſtracted with inward 
Agonies which ſhe knew herſelf the Cauſe o 
yet {till had he a Tenderneſs for her, and was 
not without hope, of ſome day or other reclaim- 
ing her. Perceiving that his own Admo- 
nitions only ſerv'd to Ä her more refractory, 
he complain d to her Mother, and entreated her 
to make uſe of her parental Authority to oblige 
her to ſome regard for her own Reputation at 
leaſt, if ſhe had none for his repoſe: The good 
old Lady did all that was in her power, but, to 
her great trouble, ſoon found that her Daugh- 
ter thought herſelf the wiſer Perſon, and yg 
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ſhe muſt not perſiſt in counſelling her, if ſhe 
would have the other perſiſt in treating her like 


a Mother. Her Conduct in a ſmall time 
grew the ridicule/of- the whole Town, and be- 
fore ſhe had been in reality guilty of one In- 
trigue, ſhe gave occaſion to be ſuſpected of a 
great number. — But it was not long before ſhe 
became as criminal in fact, as ſhe was in ap- 
pearance ; and tho ſhe ſtill maintain'd her Cha- 
racer of Inſenſibility of Love, ſhe did not of a 
worſe Paſſion without being compell'd to it 
by my Influence, but merely for the ſake of 
complying with the Company ſhe kept, did ſhe 
yield ro thoſe Actions for which I only am an 
excuſe. Thoſe two Monſters of their Sex, 
whom yeſterday you ſaw at the Enchanted Well, 
Glatitia and Flirtillaria, were two of her greateſt 
Intimates, and there was not a Scene of Lewd- 
neſs practisꝰd at either of their Houſes, in which 
Dalatilla did not bear a part. 

Diſtracted in his Mind, impair'd in his Cir- 
cumſtances, and in daily terror of being ruin'd 
in his Health, did this wretched Husband pa- 
tiently linger out ſome Years ; but things every 
day growing worſe, and not the leaſt ſhadow of 
a hope that ſhe would be prevail'd on to ſee her 
Errors, atleaſt till ſome irretrievable Miſchief 
ſhould oblige her to it, he ar laſt conſented to 
the Remonſtrances of his Friends, and rid his 
Houſe and Bed of a Viper fo deſtructive. 
She oppos'd not the Separation, becauſe ſhe 
thought Liberty ſo great a Bleſſing, that ſhe 
could never have too much of it. And not 
conſidering that the Maintenance which ſhe 
would be allow'd by Law, would be infinitely 
ſhort of the Expences which ſhe had been at in 
the-purſuit of her Pleaſures, while with him, 
$94 L 2 thought 
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thought of nothing but how to paſs her time in 
a manner the. moſt agreeable to her Inclinations 
— Proots having been ſufficient for a Divorce, 
the Relations of his ſide would very fain have 
carry'd it to that point; but there was ſtill ſo 
great a Tenderneſs remaining in his Soul, that 
he could not conſent to the expoſing her in: 
publick Court of Judicature ; and beſides (tho 
*twas a weakneſs he was aſham' d to acknoy- 
ledge) in ſecret, fed his fond Wiſhes with a 
flactering hope that ſhe would one day ſee her 
Error, and return a welcome Penitent to his 
Embraces :- He could not therefore conſent to 
an a& which muſt for ever ſeparate them, and 
leave her the freedom of giving herſelf wholly 
to another, —— Never was Affection, never 
was Conſtancy carry'd to a greater pitch than 
his; and never did ungrateful Woman return it 
with more ſcorn, more infolence, than did this 
incorrigible Fair.— She liv'd for ſeveral Years, 
deſpiſing Shame, in a publick manner with one 
of the Gentlemen of the long Robe; but the 
natural Levity and Inconſtancy of her Humour, 
working its uſual effects in her ever-changing 
Soul, ſhe quirted htm for a Gentleman who 
. had no other charm than what Novelty afforded 
to countenance her Choice of him. Some 
time did he remain the maſter of her Wiſhes, 
bur chance bringing to her acquaintance a young 
Man of a tolerable Perſon, and a more than or- 
dinary ſhew of Boldneſs, ſhe was by him no 

ſooner woo'd than won; — It was he who firſt 
had the power of fixing that uncertain Heart, 
and by a kind of arbitrary and tyrannick Be- 
haviour, made her know, ſhe was now entred 
into a Servitude which ſhe would not find it 


eaſy to be freed from. — Having little ** 
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dependence of his own, he found it for his, 
convenience to live entirely with a Woman who- 
had ſo handſome an Allowanee as that which 
the continued Tenderneſs of Dalatilla's Huſ- 
band obliged him to make her.-—— A Slave 
now to the Paſſion ſhe had been uſed only to 
inſpire, ſhe durſt no other than comply with 
the deſires of this ſelf-intereſted Enamorato.— 
The fine, airy, gay Coquette ſoon degenerated 
to a tame Houſhold-Drudge, being compell'd 
by the Neceſſities to which his Expences abroad 
reduced her, to live without a,gervant, and ro 
perform herſelf all thoſe ſervile Oſſices which 
the meaneſt Domeſtick is paid Wages for.. 
The once nice and over- delicate Belle, who 
formerly could not ſtir to the next door with- 
out her Chair, and thought the leaſt breath of 
Air too rude to blow upon her, goes now on 
foot, expos'd to all the fury of each deſtructive 
Element. That ſoft and lovely Skin now 
parch'd with bleak Winds, and tann'd with 
Summer's Scorchings, is ſcarcely to be known 
for what it was. That haughty. Mien. and 
all-commanding Air, which was wont to-{trike 
an humble Reverence in the beholders Hearts, 
is now exchanged for one poor and dejected. 
The Luſtre of thoſe once radiant Eyes is 
now extin& in Tears. Each captivating 
Feature, each ſoul-alluring Grace, worn out 
and quite deſtroy'd with vaſt Fatigue, retains no 
ſemblance of that admir'd Face which lately 
rais d Deſire to the extremeſt pitch that mortal 
Beauty can inſpire. Scorn'd by the Slaves 


who worſhipp'd her before, and ſhunn'd by all 
the Virtuous and the Wiſe, hating the Light, 
and by her Wretchedneſs compell'd to publick 
View, unpity'd and unfriended, does ſhe wan- 
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the moſt forlorn, abandon'd thing on Earth. 
To make the ſum of her tranſcendent Woes 
compleat, the Villain, for whoſe ſake ſhe is be- 
come this Wretch, inſults and triumpus o'er her 


Miſery. All the undeſcribable Hardſhips of 
the Day, inſtead of Love, the Night repays 
with Blows, Scoffs, and Deriſion. How 
ofren has the unmanly Brute, inventing ſome 
pretence for Quarrel, deny'd her acceſs to dis 
Bed? Night after night have her poor weak 
Limbs been reclind on the hard comfortleſs 
Ground; while free from pity, or from ſenſe of 
her Anguiſh, he has ſecurely ſnor'd away the 
tedious Hours, which ſhe has paſs'd in Tears 
and fruitleſs Exciamations on herown Folly and 
his inhuman Nature.— Conſcious and aſham'd 
of her meanneſs of Spirit in enduring ſuch 
Treatment, ſhe conceal'd it as much as poſſible 
from the World, {11 lay ing the blame of all her 
Actions on the gratitude of her Temper tor he 
prodigious Tenderneſs with which he cgarded 
her. Bur, alas! few there are who give 
credit to ſuch Declarations ; the diſpoſition of 
both Dalatillaand her Lover, are too well k1ow! 
for ſuch a ſuppoſition : Thar Lady's behaviour 
to one of the moſt excellent of Husbands, ſuffi- 
ciently teſtified how little ſhe is capable of be- 
ing ſway'd by Gratitude ; and the ſullen Chur- 
liſhneſs of the other's manner of Converſation 
to all People, renders it impoſſible for any who 
know him, to believe that Tenderneſs has any 
place in a Mind fo rough and unpoliſh'd. A- 
mong others, the Hiſtory of her Calami:1es 
reach'd her Husband's ears, who, in ſpite of 
all her Crimes, could not hear ſhe was in ſo 
mi ſerable a State without the ſofteſt compaſſion; 


which kindling up afreſh the long-ſmorher © 
glows 
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glowings of his enamour d Heart, brought him 
in a ſmall time to a Reſolution of forgiving all. 
Io that end he made her a Viſit, be- 
moan'd thoſe Misfortunes which were too ob- 
vious for her to pretend to conceal, upbraided 
not the injuſtice of her Conduct which had 
brought them on her; but with an unparallell'd 
Generoſity and Affection, offer d to relieve her 
from them, to ſnatch her from that Gulph of 
Sorrows in which ſhe had plung'd herſelf, to 
raiſe her from inevitable Ruin, and in fine to 
reſtore her to that envy*d place ſhe had before 
poſſeſs'd in his Houſe, his Bed, and Heart.— 
He was ſo far from ſeeming to remember ſhe 
ever had been faulty, that he proteſted to her, 
in this forlorn and deſolate State, ſhe appear'd 
as lovely, and was as dear to him as ever ; and 
conjur'd her, nay entreated her with all the 
tender Importunities of fond endearing Lore, 
to make him and herſelf bleſs'd. — But deſtin'd 
by her ill Stars to Miſery and Deſtruction, ſhe 
had not the power of accepting theſe propoſals ; 
and as her Soul remain'd obdurate and un- 
touch'd with this the ſublimeſt Proof of an un- 
alterable Paſſion, that perhaps any Man in the 
World ever gave to a Wife in her Circumſtances, 
ſo was her Carriage to him cold and indifferent. 
Her Good Breeding made it impoſlible for 
her to liſten to Terms which ſhe' could not avoid 
confeſſing, were greatly advantageous, without 
making ſome Retributions ; but the thanks . ſhe 
gave were utter'd in ſo careleſs a manner, that 
it was eaſy for him to perceive ſhe had rather 
he had ſpar'd her the pains, and that there was 
not the leaſt Alteration in her Sentiments in 
favour of him. However he ſtill continu'd 
to preſs her to refle& more ſerioully than, per- 
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haps, (he told her) ſhe yet had gone on the diffe- 
rence of her reduced Condition from that to 
which the was botu, or that which bis Love 
now offer'd her; but ftill appear'd inſenſible: 
And at laſt plainly told him, She preferr'd the 
manner of Life ſhe now enjoy*d, before a Throne 
with any other Man; and that if he deſir'd to 
oblige her, it muſt be by an eternal Abſence, 
which was the only Proof of Kindneſs ſhe would 
ever conſent to receive from him. "Tis 
hard to ſay, whether Grief or Amazement had 
the greateſt ſhare in his Soul at ſo unexpected a 
Repulſe! A juſt Reſentment made him conceal 
the former as much as poſſible from the obfer- 
vation of the ſtupidly ungrateful Woman, who 
had occaſion'd it; but certain it is, that never 
Man endur'd fiercer or more terrible Conyul- 
fions of Mind, than did this too indulgent, too 
relenting Husband. 

But now, illuſtrious Youth (continued the Deity, 
ſhaking his ambrofial Locks, in token of a mingled 
Indignatien and Concern) now comes the blackeſt 
and moſt deteſted Scene of her whole CtaraCter 
on the Stage. — Finding herſelf ſoon after with 
Child, ſhe took the opportunity (by the Inſti- 
gations of that Wretch with whom ſhe lives, 
and is the real Father) of the Viſit her Hul- 
band had made her, to oblige him to acknow- 
ledge it as his own, and to ſummon hjm before 
a Court of Judicature, in order to compel hin 
to it ; endeavouring by this means, to make that 
little product of her unlawtul Paſſion be declar'd 
legitimate, and Heir of the vaſt Poſſeſſions that 
unhappy Gentleman enjoys. — Now does he 
regret his ill- placed Tenderneſs! Is ready to 
curſe the unſeaſonableneſs of his Relenting*, 
and the Motives which induced him to reject the 
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Advices of his Friends, who from her firſt known 
'Tranſgrefſion, had never lefc ſoliciting him to 
be divorced from her by a form of Law, which 
had render'd it impracticable to have put this 
impoſition on him.- His well-known Affec- 
tion, and acknowledged Continuance of his de- 
fires towards her, have made the Judge, ap- 
ointed for the deciſion of this Affair, extremely 

divided in his Thoughts. He ſometimes fears 
to give Sentence againſt the Infant, leſt, in an 
unguarded moment, the Husband, forgetful of 
his Wrongs, and wholly following the dictates 
of his Paſſion, had really been the Author of 
its Being.—Ar others, he is as ſcrupulous of 
doing an Injury to the Kindred of that Gentle- 
man, by defrauding them of their Inheritance 
in favour of a ſpurious Offspring. How to 
determine, he knows not.—— The point is nice, 
and requires indeed a more than human penetra- 
tion to diſcern the certainty.—Oh divine Aſtrea ! 
be thou therefore the Umpire.——By ſome un- 
pueſs'd at means bring to light the Truth, and 
diſappoint the perjur'd, falſe, adulterous Da- 
latila of her Aim. Let the virtuous and 
noble Progeny, whoſe Right it is, ſucceed ! 
and ſuffer not that baſe-born Iſſue of the vileſt 
Parents, to triumph in the Ruin of one of the 
beſt and moſt worthy Families in this Iſland. — 
For ſome Years has the matter been in debate, 
Oaths and Aſſeverations on both ſides are ſo 
ſtrong, that Judgment trembles to favour either 
ide; but ſomething tells me, the difficult De- 
eiſion will be ſhortly made, in favour of the 
Right, and the hopes which Dalatilla and her 
Minion have flatter'd themſelves with, be loſt 

Air. —Inſtead of rioting, as vainly they ex- 

fect, in the Poſſeſſions of another, even = 

ub- 
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ſubſiſtence which ſhe now enjoys, ſhall be taken 
away, and the extremeſt Want be the Portion of 
the extremeſt Baſeneſs. Juſt are the Decrees of 
Fate, as the Means by which they are brought 
about are unfathomable. The Offender is 
himſelf ordinarily the puniſher of his own 
'Tranſgreflions ; and when he moſt thinks to e- 
vade the Stroke of Juſtice, brings it on him. 
Behold an eminent Example of this Truth, 
(continued the God of the ſublimeſt Joy) one at leaſt 
who is hurrying as faſt as he can into the Snare 
he has often laid for others! ——See, in that 
Chair adorn'd with golden Taſſels, and borne 
by Slaves all cover'd o'er with Velvet, badge of 
their Maſter's Pride, a gay Triumpher ! Long 
has he prophan'd my Name, long, under the 
ſanction of my pretended Influence, has he re- 
vell'd in Joys, which ought to have been the 
recompence only of true Devotion. —— The 
uſurping Demon of my Throne and Power, 
taught him to wear falſe Languiſhments, aſſume 
feign'd Sighs, to bid the trickling Tears obedi- 
ent flow, to raiſe the ſwelling Breaſt with ſeem- 
ing Agonies, and with well-a&ted 'Tremblings, 
move compaſſion. — Never Man had more the 
Appearance of a real Lover, yet none was evet 
leſs ſuſceptible of my Power. To wiſh to 
enjoy, and try all Stratagems to obtain that Wiſh, 
was all he knew of Love; yet ſo little was the 
Counterfeit ſuſpe&ed, that very ſeldom it was, 
if ever, that he miſs'd his aim on the believing 
Maid. Numberleſs are the Victims of his 
fictitious Paſſion ! beyond belief would my re. 
cital ſeem, ſhould I recount the Names of all 
the various Wretches who day and night hold 
up their hands to Heaven, imploring Vengeance 
on their vile Undoer, But the Time allow d 
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by that compulſive Fate to which the Immortals 
are obliged to yield, for my ſtay on Earth, be- 
ing but ſhort, reminds me that I mult be brief 
in the accounts I have to make, and enforces me 
to omit many particular Perſons and Actions, 
which elſe would very much enhance your Won- 
der at the divine forbearance I ſhall there- 
fore make mention but of one of the unreckon'd 
Beauties whoſe Youth and Innocence has been a 
Prey to the rapacious Luſt of this all-devouring 
Monſter, this Baſilisx who murders with his 
Eyes, and does more fatal Miſghief by his pre- 
tended ſoftneſs, than a thouſand of the rough 
Votaries of the God of War commit, when in 
a conquer'd City, Ruin and Rapes are the ex- 
pected Portion of the captive Fair. — Hapning 
to be in a Town about ſome fifty Leagues di- 
tant from this Metropolis, he ſpy*d a young and 
blooming Charmer whom an unlucky chance 
had brought thither to viſit an old Aunt, on 
whom ſhe had ſome dependance. He no ſooner 
ſaw her, than he became poſſeſs'd of thoſe de- 
fires which he calls Love, and which indeed too 
frequently paſs for it in the miſtaking World. 
Enquiring into her Circumſtances, he 
found ſhe was of an Extraction roo noble, a 
Fortune too plentiful, and had receiv'd an Edu- 
cation too ſtrictly virtuous, to permit him to 
hope the poſſeſſion of her by thoſe meaſures 
which he had been accuſtom'd to make uſe of 
with others of an inferior Character. He 
addreſs'd her therefore with a ſhtw of the moſt 
honourable propoſals, nay went ſo far as to en- 
treat her Aunt's good will, and that ſhe wou'd 
endeavour to gain for him her Parents conſent 
to their Marriage. His Eſtate being very 
arge, and his Reputation in that part of the 

World 


World unblemiſh'd by the knowledge of his 
Crimes, the old Lady thought her Niece highly 
favour'd by Fortune in his ſolicitations ; and 
the young one charm'd even to an extaſy with 
the Perfections of his Perſon, and the ſeeming 
Adoration he paid to her's, look'd down with a 
kind of Pity on the reſt of her Sex.— During 
the time of ſending to the Father of Plaifira ( for 
that was the Name of this deceiv'd Fair-one) the 
ſeemingly heart-raviſh'd Lover was never from 
her, unleſs in thoſe Hours in which Decency obli- 
ged them to be ſeparated; yet did he behave him- 
ſelf in every Word and Action toward her, in a 
manner ſuch as wou'd indeed become the mot 
paſſionate and ſybmiſſive Lover, never offering 
at a freedom which the niceſt Modeſty might 
not permit without a Bluſh, nor cou'd the moſt 
penetrating Eye, without being bleſs'd with a 
ſupernatural Intelligence, have made the lealt 
diſcovery that he was any other than that which 
he profeſs'd to be, a Man wholly guided by 
Honour and by Virtue. The moſt cautious 
of Diana's 'Train might have been impos'd on 
by his Artifices, and yielded her Soul a Prey to 
his Inſinuations. How cruel then have been the 
Cenſures of the undiſtinguiſhing and pitylels 
World, who have made no allowance for the 
little Experience ſhe had of the Arts of de- 
ceiving Man, nor the uncommon Snares pre- 
par'd by him for her Innocence? But of that 
you ſhall yourſelf be judge, when the Cataſtro- 
phe of her Adventures ſhall give you the op- 
portunity.— Silvaider (by that Name-you muſt 
hereafter know this ſubtile Ruiner) ſoon diſcover d 
the Power he had over the Affections of this 
deluded Maid, and finding it now a proper 


time to proſecute the deſign he had form'd as 


her deſtruction (becauſe the return of che 
ſenger ſent to demand her of her Father, Wld 
ſoon oblige him to act in a 1 
from what he had done) ſent a Letter to her 
which contain'd theſe Lines: , "on 


To the Deareſt and moſt Charming of 
her Sex, the Adorable PL AISIR A. 


F Omething has hapned which takes from me the 
power of looking, ſpeaking, or behaving myſelf in 
any way as I have been accuſtomed to do, or is ex- 
petted from me.— I am obliged therefore to refrain 
thoſe Devoirs this Evening to your Aunt, which it is 
always my pleaſure as well as duty to pay to her. — 
But as it is impoſſible for me to live a whole Day 
without receiving the Food of my Exiſtence from your 
Eyes, I beg you will not reſuſe me the bleſſing of 
ſeeing you about ſix or ſeven of the clock in the little 
Field which joins to the Garden behind your Houſe, — 
I have an Affair of the moſt terrible Importance to my 
Peace, which I long to disburthen 10 of. And 
on whom but the dear Partner of my Soul, can I rely, 
or for Advice or Comfort? — Oh my divine Plai- 
fira! I am ſick in Mind, and if from thee I find not 
eaſe, muſt languiſh in an infinity of endleſs Mie.— 
Prepare thyſelf then for pity—let only ſoft E notions 
ſwell up thy Boſom—be all gentleneſs, all kind for- 
giveneſs, or I am loſt for ever ! ——— [I have a 
Story to relate that will require it all—and which 
nothing but ſuch heavenly Excellence as that my 
Plaiſira is miſtreſs of, could liſten to without dooming 
me to everlaſting M/retchedneſs ! But I will ſay 
no more. Fail not, I conjure you, to meet me at 
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the Place and Hour I mention there I will explain 
the Riddle of my Fate, and receive my doom either 
to ße 


"The Happieſt, or the 
moſt Miſerable of Mankind, 
SILVANDER, 


L 


The Amazement which invaded the whole 
Soul of Plaifira at the receipt of this, is not to 
be expreſs'd ! She preſently imagin'd 
that ſomething fatal to their Loves had hapned, 
but what ſhe could not gueſs. With an impa- 
rience ſuitable to the occaſion did ſhe paſs the 
time, till the hour arriv'd appointed for their 
meeting : then with the utmoſt confuſion haſtned 
to the place, where ſhe found him already 
waiting 1n expectation of her coming ; but with 
an Air ſo dejected, ſo alter'd from what it was, 
he ſcarce was to be known. Ar firſt with 
Sighs, as tho” his Heart were burſting, and ſi- 
lent Tremblings which ſeem'd to ſhake each aking 
Fibre in his whole Frame, did he accoſt her; 
then falling on his Knees, and graſping her 
Hands in his with well-diſſembled Agonies 
O Plaifira! — my deer Plaiſira, cry'd he out, 
behold before your Eyes the moſt wretched and 
moſt guilty Man on Earth. I neꝰer mult ſee 
vou more - vet cannot live if abſent. —O there- 
fore let my Deſpair and Death inſpire you with 
the will to pardon and to pity. Pity and 
Pardon is all I have to ask. Sobs and 
Groans here ſtopp'd the Utteranee of his Words, 
as Terror and Surprize did hers. — · Rut 
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he continuing for ſeveral moments in the ſame. 
ſpeechleſs Agony, ſhe gather d at laſt the Cu- 
rage to ask him, What it was he meant, and for 
what unknown Crime he appear'd in this con- 
cern 0 l 'tis a Crime (anſwer'd he, with a 
Voice which ſeem*d interrupted with fighs) which 
ſhould you forgive, I muſt be wretcaed ſtill— 
Fate only can relieve me. I have myſelt created. 
an impediment to my own hopes indiſſoluble but 
by death.— Oh Atropos ! (continued he with 
a wild: Air and Motion) thou ſhale henceforward. 
be che Goddeſs I adore ! Cut rom the fatal 
Twiſt our Vows have made, the thread of that 
unhappy Woman's Life, or break mine off! — 
There needed no more than this Exclamation to 
to make Plaifira know ſhe had a Rival to whom 
her beloved Silvander had a prior Obligation ; 
and the Surprize and Grief ruſhing tos ſud- 
denly upon her Spirits, depriv'd her at once of 
all her Faculties, and ſhe fell in a Swoon en- 
tirely motionleſs at the Feet of the cruel Be- 
trayer of ſuch Truth and unſuſpecting Inno- 
cence. "Tis not to be doubted bur that he 
made uſe of his utmoſt Efforts to recover her, 
which being at laſt perform'd, ſhe burſt into La- 
mentations, ſuch as would have mov'd any Heart 
but his to whom they were addreſs'd. — Having 
thus prepar'd her mind for the reception of the 
horrid Tale which his inventive Brain had 
form'd ; —I own ( ſaid he) that 1 am married ; 
but 'twas before the Sun-ſhine of Plaifira's. 
Charms taught me there was a heaven in Wo- 
man.— The Maid to whom my malignant Stars 
directed me to offer marriage, hapned, as ſhe 
has ſince confeſs d, to have been long poſſeſs d 
of a Paſſion for me ; for which Reaſon the Pro- 
potion was immediately accepted, 112 the 
| ie 
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Chief Prieſt of E⁴ymen join'd our Hands with the 
uſual Ceremony. Wretch that I am (con- + 
tinued he in the moſt ſeeming bitterneſs of Auguiſh) ll 
I then was unacquainted with the Power of 
Love, nor could imagine there was ſuch a Deity 
in reality. — A lovely Object had never 
fail'd to attract my Eyes, and often had I pleas'd 
myſelf with gazing on a beauteous Face: But, 
Oh my Charmer! never did I know the Thril- 
lings of Deſire — the melting Longings, the 
humble diſtant Feartulneſs of awe-check'd Wiſh- 
es—the eager Hopes the cauſeleſs Dotibts— 
the Reſtleſſneſs which Abſence brings — the 
wild Confuſion of an unexpected meeting 
the unnumber'd nameleſs Symptoms which de- 
note that Paſſion which Plaiſira alone has the 
Power of inſpiring in the Soul of her Silvander. 
As he ſpoke theſe words, he look'd full in the 
Eyes of the diſturb'd Plaiſira; and perceiving 
ſhe was prevented from replying by the inward 
Agitations of her tumultuous Thoughts: There 
is indeed (reſum d he, at the ſame time venting a 

freſh Volly of redoubled Sighs) ſomething ſo ſhock- 
ing, ſo ſurprizing in the ſad Truth I have told 
you, that I wonder not to ſee each Faculty 
alarm'd, and all that heavenly Tenderneſs you, 
once profeſs*d for the undone Silvander o er- 
whelm'd in an indignant Wonder, —— But 
tell me, tell me, thou divine one! thou molt 
| lovely, moſt excellent of all that ever was call'd 
4 Woman, does not the fatal Hiſtory create in thy | 
| ſoft Soul ſome Pity too as well as Anger? — 
Will not my eternal Baniſhment ſuffice to ap- 
peaſe the F empeſt my Misfortunes have rais d, 
£ bur muſt the remembrance of me be alſo hate- 
ful ? The heart-rortured Maid had by this 


time recolle&ed herſelf enough to reply in = 


— 
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manner: You know, Silvander ( ſaid ſhe) that 
you have greatly been to blame; youknew 
the unhappy Tye which render'd it impoſſible 
for you to be mine : Why then did you with a 
falſe Pretence deceive me ? It had been 
truly heroick, and worthy of Silvander, had you 
alone ſuſtain*d the Anguiſh of deſpairing Love, 
without involving me in the ſame Miſery. —— 
What benefit can it be to you to know I ſuffer 
with you 2 — Oh! (continued ſhe, burſting into 
Tears) J had been bleſs'd, had I ne'er heard 
your Vows, ne'er liſtned to that too charming 
Tongue! Now won, now wholly yours, how 
ſhall I retrieve my Heart? — Spite- of your 
Guilt, you are Silvander ſtill, and muſt be ever 
dear to poor undone Plaiſira. The mournful 
Accent with which ſhe utter'd theſe words, 
was yet accompanied with ſo much Sweetneſs, 
that either really tranſported with it, or feign- 
ing to be ſo for the better carrying on his De- 
ſign, he aſſum'd the boldneſs to take her in his 
Arms; and what between the well-counter- 
feited Agony he appear'd in for the impoſſibi- 
lity of making her and himſelf happy in the 
manner he ſeem'd to wiſh ; and what berween 
the as well-a&ed Raptures of the moſt endear- 
ing Love ; he wrought ſo far on her ſoftneſs of 
« Diſpoſition, as to oblige her to forgive the De- 
ceit, which he acknowledged an ungovernable 
Paſſion had compell'd him to uſe toward her; 
and alſo to confeſs it was not in her power to 
ſtile thoſe kind Emotions he had inſpir'd her 
with, nor to live abſent from him. This laſt 
Article was all he wanted ; and fince he found 
his Preſence neceſſary to her Peace, made no 
ſcruple of entreating ſhe would permit him to 
continue for ever in it; which being to be done no 
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other way than by conſenting to fly from her Re- 
lations, and concealing herſelf with him in ſome 
obſcure Retreat ; he ar laſt prevail'd on her to 
conſent to it, and the next day was that which 
was agreed on for her Elopement. —— The 
appointed time being arriv'd, by the Aſſiſtance 
of a Maid-Servant, whom by Bribes ſhe ſecur'd 
to her Intereſt, ſhe convey'd her Clothes, and 
what Moveables ſhe had at her Aunt's, with her- 
ſelf, into a little Lane which led to the great 
Road, where he impatiently waited her ap- 
proach, with a Coach and Six: the Horſes be- 
ing good, and the Charioteer paid well for his 
Speed and Care, they reach'd the City before 
any who were ſent in purſuit of them, had the 
power of overtaking them. — Nothing can 
be more eaſy, than in a Place ſo populous as 
this, for any Perſons, who deſire it, to conceal 
themſelves. —— They took private Lodgings, 
and both paſſing by fictitious Names, liv'd to- 
gether for ſome time without ſuſpicion ; but 
when ſhe came to know (as ſoon ſhe did) how 
cruelly ſhe had been impoſed on, that Siſvande- 
was not married, and had only feign'd that 
Story to avoid becoming her Husband, ſhe fell 
into a mortal Diſcontent, yet unable to reſent 
it ſo far as to part from him, it threw her into 
a Conſumption, of which in a ſhort time ſhe 
died, leaving behind her two beautiful Babes, 
which with her laſt Breath ſhe committed to 
his Care, entreating he would dea! with more 
Generoſity by them, than he had done by their 
unfortunate Mother. You will, perhaps, 
accuſe her of the moſt unpardonable Meannels 
of Spirit, in continuing with a Man who had 
ſo barbarcuſly betray'd her; and who, having 


been guilty of ſo great a piece of Deceit, ihe 
l mighc 
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might well believe was capable of any thing 


that was baſe and hpyocritical. But you muſt 
conſider in her Vindication, that beſides the 
paſſionate Love ſhe bore Silvander, which it was 
not in the power of the Diſcovery of his Villany 
to eraſe, ſhe was now loſt to her Reputation, 
the Eſteem of the World, and her once indul- 
gent Parents Care. She knew, aſter what ſhe 
had done, it would be impoſſible to retrieve the 
two former; and was not ſure that the extremeſt 
Penitence would entitle her to the latter. 
What therefote could ſhe do ? On whom could 
ſhe depend, either for Comfort, or indeed Sub- 
ſſtence? *Tis therefore to be believ'd, that 
Neceſſity had at leaſt an equal Share with Choice, 
in obliging her to live with him after the know- 
ledge of his Crime, —— The Meekneſs of 
ter Nature, cis certain, prevented her from im- 
ploring from the omnipotent Jupiter, that Re- 
renge which it was impoſſible for her to take 
by any human means: But juſt Aſtrea from high 
Heaven, compaſſionating her Caſe, and de- 
teſting the inhuman Betrayer of her Innocence, 
teſolv d to puniſh him in kind. As I one day 
ly ſporting with the Grates on Ohmpus Top, 
my Quiver careleſsly thrown by, the Goddeſs 
ſnatch d a Dart, and with unerring Force, ſent 
t to the falſe Sil vander's Heart. — That Foe - 
proteſs'd ro Marriage, is now compell'd by the 
reliftleſs Shaft, to enter into thoſe Bonds he has 
hitherto deſpis'd. —— Soon will the wondring 
World behold him wedded, and to a Lady, 
vho had ſhe been by Nature endued with the 
pureſt Inclinations, has receiv*d her Education 
rom a Mother, who both by Example and Pre- 
cept, has made it her buſineſs to corrupt them. 
==1 need ſay no more, than that ſhe is the 
M 2 Daugh- 
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Daughter of Ceſaria, whoſe Hiſtory 1 yeſterday 
at full recited to you, to make you judge to 
what a condition the Wretch who ſhall become 
her Husband, muſt be reduc'd. Soon will 
the Injuries and Death of the unfortunate Plai- 
fira be reveng'd,—ſoon will the falſe Sitvander- 
become as contemptible to the vicious Part of 
his Acquaintance, as he has long been deteſtable 
to the good, ——Oh ! may each baſe Prophaner 
of .my Name meet the ſame Fate, and every 
Ruiner of Virgin-Honour, warn'd by his Pu- 
niſhment, dread the Approaches of their own, 
and timely repair the Wrongs they have been 
guilty of. | 

The Deity had no ſooner concluded the Hiſtory 
of Silvander and Plaifira, than he beheld a great 
number of Chariots and Chairs, crowding all to- 
gether into the Court; the ſight of which gave 
him an Opportunity of renewing his Diſcourſe 
in this or the like manner. 

Lo there ! ſaid he, amidſt that throng of 
mingled Beaus and Belles, remark the Count 
 Rufilius ; — his Equipage is ivfinitely more gla- 
ring than any of the others — and has beſides 
ſomething particular from the reſt of the 
World in the Air of his own Dreſs and Man- 
ner of Deportment. He looks, you ſee, 
as tho? he ſcorn'd Mankind, and was above 
receiving an Obligation even from the Gods 
themſelves ; yet will he fawn and cringe to the 
moſt inferior Mortal, even for the ſake of a 
Collation, or any favour which will ſave him | 
the expence of a ſingle Denier— He contracts 
Debts with as many as will give him Credit, 
and has more undone "Tradeſmen at his Levee, | 
than the firſt Miniſter of State has of Petitioning 


Courtiers : and, indeed, diſpatches them —_ g 
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after the ſame faſhion, a Bow, à Smile, a 
verbal Promiſe of what he means never to per- 
form, keeps Expectation warm, and ſends the 
poor deluded Wretches home well ſatisfy'd. — 
Among the reſt, the Wife of a certain Laceman 
was ſent by her Husband to ſollicite the Pay- 
ment of a Debt which had been long due, and 
was very conſiderable. The Count, who, 
tho? far from any amorous Inclinations, knows 
how to feign them as well as any Man living, 
and. is beſides pretty well acquainted with Na- 
ture, diſcover'd ſomething in the Eyes of this 

retty Citizen, which made him imagine an 
Offer of that kind would not be diſagreeable.— 
Seeing her therefore one Morning attending in 
the Hall, he diſmiſs'd the reſt of his Creditors 
as ſoon as poſſible, and order'd his Gentleman 
to bid her ſtay, aſſuring her ſhe ſhou'd have a 
ſatisfactory anſwer before ſhe went away. 
The poor Woman over-joy'd, and certain in 
her Mind of carrying home the Sum, waited 
with the utmoſt pleaſure till the Room was en- 
tirely free ; then ſeeing my Lord approach, went 
towards him with an humble Court'ſy, and was 
about to return him thanks for the particular 
Favour he ſhew'd to her, when he prevented 
her from ſpeaking, by telling her, That he had 
buſineſs with her of a different nature than ſhe 
imagin'd—Then began to praiſe her pretty Neck 
and Breaſt, ſaying, "T'was pity ſo fine a Crea- 
ture as ſhe ſhoy'd be the Wife of a little Tradeſ- 
man,Nature, ( ſaid he) when ſhe form'd a 
Face and Shape ſo lovely, certainly deſign'd 
them to grace the Arms of a Man of Quality, 
not be bury'd in obſcurity behind a Counter.—- 


How hapned it (continued he) that you could be 


ſo blind to your own Worth, as to throw away 
M 3 ſuch 
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ſuch Charms? —— I dare ſwear you had it in 
. your power to have ſhane in a Coach and Six. 
Vanity, the reigning Foible of that Sex, which 
even the ſimpleſt and moſt inferior of them have 
ſome ſhare of, made lier be tranſported at theſe. 
fine Compliments from ſo great a Man; and not 


in the leaſt doubting bur that ſhe merited them 
all —— Alas, my Lord! (anſwer d ſhe) putting 
her Hand before her Face, I was an innocent 
Girl when my Husband married me, and had 
always liv'd in the Country, where you know, 
my Lord, they have no notion of what is ele- 
gant,—— I aſſure your Lordſhip, were it to do 
again, I ſhould chuſe better for myſelf, Tis 
not yet too late (reſum'd be, ready to laugh out at 
the readineſs he found in her to fall into the Snare) 
to make your fortune.—— Tis plain you were 
betray d into this Match by your Ignorance of 
your own Merit, — you may retrieve all yet. — 
I will put you in a way to do it, if you will be 
advis'd. O my good Lord | (cry d ſhe) 2 
do me too much Honour, — a poor Woman ſuch 
as I, is altogether unable to return ſuch Good- 
neſs. A Perſon of much leſs ſubtilty than Ru- 
filius might eaſily have perceiv'd his Work was 
done; there was ſo much awkward Extaſy in 
her Behaviour at the Condeſcenſions he had 
made her, that he preſently ſaw there would 


be no great occaſion for farther Courtſhip ; 


Therefore after having told her twq or three 
times over, that ſhe was the fineſt Woman he 
ever ſaw in his whole Life, and that he was 
fallen violently in love with her, he ask'd her 
to go up ſtairs with him to ſee his Houſe. She 
thought it would have been an Argument ot 
Ill- breeding to refuſe any favour offer d her by 


a Perſon of his Rank, and gave him her Hand 
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without any ſcruple or heſitation.— He led 


her thro* many ſtately Rooms, where her Eyes, 


unuſed to Grandeur, were almoſt dazzled with 


the Magnificence of the Furniture ; but that 


; which ſeem'd moſt glorious to her, was a rich 


embroider'd Bed, where on a ground of blue 
Velvet were little (ilver Cupids repreſented, each 
arm'd with golden Arrows aim'd at Hearts, 
which every where ſeem'd careleſsly ſtrew'd up 


uind down; — on the Quilt was figured a naked 


Venus, ſo curious and -lively, that it appear'd 
rather to be the Workmanſhip of the Pencil 
than the Needle, and at a very . ſmall diſtance 
more like that of Nature, than of either of theſe 
Arts. —A little Scarf ſhading thoſe parts which 
Decency forbids to be expos'd, render'd-it no 
breach of Modeſty for our pretty Citizen to 
gaze upon it, and admire the prodigious Re- 
ſemblance which the skilful Mixture of the Co- 
lurs had to Life. It is indeed a fine piece of 
Work, ( ſaid Rufilius) and ſince I have taken 
notice of your Charms, has given me much 
Pleaſure in beholding; I never look on it 


vithout flattering my Imagination that I have 


you before me. There is (continued he, 
caſting his Eyes ſometimes on the Quilt, and ſometimes 
in the Woman he was ſpeaking to) ſo vaſt a Like- 
neſs between you and this Porcraiture, that had 
you ever been in the Country where it was 
made, I ſhould believe the Embroiderer had 
you in her Mind, — only with this difterence, 
that Art cannot come up to Nature fo far as to 
preſent us with any more than one Air of 
Beauty at a time. "Thoſe varied Motions of 
the Features, thofe dimpling Smiles and un- 
(eſcribable Graces which play about your Mouth 
and Eyes, whenever you but ſpeak or move 
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your Head, in nothing but the living. Obje& 
can appear. In this manner did he run on for 2 
good while, till all her Senſes became quite drunk 
and giddy with the intoxicating Flattery.— 
Having thus wrought her to his purpoſe, he 
told her ſhe muſt give him leave to try a nearer 
Compare between her and her. beautiful Re- 

ſemblance ; and throwing her on the Bed cloſe 
by it, with but little Reſiſtance, compleated the 
Deſign to which all theſe fine Words had been 
the Preparation. His Quality, and the 
Grandeur of every thing about him, gave 
Charms to all his Actions in this weak Woman's 
Fancy, which they had not in themſelves. — 
She was rais d to the utmoſt pitch of Felicity, 
in having it in her power to pleaſe ſo great a 
Man ; ſhe thought 7 Husband and Famil7 
at home but with contempt, and could not for- 
bear telling the Count, that ſhe ſhould never 
endure to lie in the Arms of that mean Animal 
again, much leſs to ſit behind a Counter, and 
practiſe that odious Cant which Shop- keepers 
are obliged to make uſe of to pleaſe their Cuſto- 
mers. — This was the very Point which all 
along he aim'd at much more than the Gratifi- } 
cation of any amorous Inclinations ; and claſp- 
ing her in his Arms with the greateſt ſhew of 
'Tenderneſs,—You never ſhall go from me, (an- 
ſwer d be) I cannot conſent to ſhare a Treaſure 
ſachas you, with a Creature of your Husband's 
Stamp: But becauſe ( ſaid be, after a little pauſe) 
to take you into my Houſe immediately would 
make too great a noiſe in the World, and poſ- 
ſibly ſome People might put it into his Head to 
have recourſe to Law againſt us both, you ſhall 
remain in private Lodgings, which I will pro” 


vide for you, till the Storm is blown * 
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You ſhall alſo give me that Receipt which he 
ſent by you for the payment of the Sum I owe 
him, that when he comes (as doubtleſs he will, 
after miſſing you) to enquire for you, I may tell 
him I have diſcharg'd the Debt, and know 
nothing more of yon,—there will be a treble 
Advantage (added this Stain of the Nobility) in 
this proceeding : Firſt, that having no farther 
demands on me, he will have no excuſe for 
coming to my Houſe, and making any Diſco- 
yeries to your prejudice. Secondly, that it 
will make him imagine you are retir d with 
| ſome favourite Gallant, and by * engaging his 
Search for you in places where you are not, 
keep him from a thought of looking for you 
where you are. And, thirdly, the Money will 
be of ſervice to you to buy you ſome Jewels 
and other Qrnaments which your Beauty me- 
tits, and which indeed I cannot at this time 
purchaſe any other way, He cou'd not have 
wiſh'd her to ſwallow this Bait more eagerly 
than ſhe did : She readily gave him up her 
Husband's Acquittance for the Debt, and 
thought his Propoſition the moſt neceſlary and 
obliging that could be. The Count over- 
joy'd that he had ſav'd himſelf ſo much Money, 
ſent his Gentleman, (who was his Confidant in 
every thing) to put her into a private Lodging; 
and ſhe being thus diſpatch'd, when the Huſ- 
band came, as, ſurpriz'd at his Wife's long ſtay, 
he did ſoon after, he told him, that he was 
amaz'd he ſhou'd come there to enquire for her, 
that he had paid her the Money according to 
his deſire, and had receiv'd his diſcharge for it; 
and with a haughty Air, bid him trouble him 
no more with any impertinent Demands. 


The poor Man, at his wits end, ran to every 
| , * place 


Grief he took at having been thus abuſed by a 


ſome mercileſs Creditors, was obliged to leave 
the Iſland, and in ſome other Country ſeek that 
Subſiſtence which was deny'd him here. Ru- 
filius, who from time to time had intelligence 
of what paſs'd in the Houſe of this unhappy 
Man, being inform'd that he was gone, had 
nothing now to apprehend ; and inſtead of 
taking home the deluded Wife, or paying the 
Money to her, as he had promiſed, told her, 
that ſhe muſt think of providing for herſelf, 
for that the Affair being blown, it was not con- 
ſiſtent with his Character to entertain any 
Woman in the manner he had at firſt deſign d; 
and much leſs was it in his power to ſupport 
her in Lodgings : For whatever Opinion the 
World might have of his Eſtate, it had been ſo 
much imbezzled by his Expences, that he muſt 
be obliged to live more frugal for the future, 
and by that means endeavour to retrieve both 
his Reputation and Circumſtances. 


Judge, thou moſt diſcerning of Mortals ! 


(ſaid the Deity) what this unhappy Wretch en- 
ur'd at a declaration ſo fatal to her Hopes, and 
all thoſe golden Expe&ations his Inſinuations 
and her own Vanity had flatter'd her with —At 
firſt, ſhe could not imagine he had made this 
Speech for any other purpoſe than to try her. 
Temper ; and when he again confirm'd _ 
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he had ſaid, ſcarce could ſhe believe her Ears, 


and thought. it nearer to a poſlibility that her 


own Senſes ſhould deceive her, than that he had 
done ſo—— But being at laſt too cruelly con- 
vinced, that all her Proſpe& of Happineſs had 
been but ficti tious, and that her Misfort une 
was really as irremediable, ſhe became all Fury, 
threatned to expoſe him, and to relate the whole 
Story even in the Theatres and Market-Places 
of the Iſland. But he only laughing at her 
Rage, and telling her, that being a Peer, he 
had always the means of puniſhing thoſe who 
revild him, whether with reaſon or not, ſhe 
began indeed to conſider, that ſhe ſhould bur 
ſubje& herſelf to publick Scorn, and that the 
Piry ſhe ſhould meet, would but meanly com- 
penſate for the Infamy; and rowing more 
calm, intreated he would let her have ſome part 
of the Money of which he had defrauded her, 
aſſuring him ſhe would go with it into ſome 
remote place, and ſet up ſome little Buſineſs, 
which induſtriouſly follow'd, would prevent 
her from having the occaſion of troubling him 
again. But neither.Mer Indignation nor Per- 
ſuaſions were effectual to obtain from him the 
imalleſt pittance to ſupport her in the Calamities 
to which ſhe was falling. — And finding her 
grow importunate, he order'd ſhe ſhould be 
thruſt out of the Houſe where ſhe had lodg'd: 
The People being wholly at his devotion, per- 
form'd the cruel In junction; and never Crea- 
ture endured Hardſhips more ſevere than did 
this poor undone Woman. Shame kept 
her from ſolliciting Relief from her own Rela- 
tions, and Guilt and Remorſe from thoſe of her 
unfortunate Husband. In the moſt miſe- 
able Condition did ſhe wander, till almoſt ready 
| | to 
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to periſh for Food, ſhe gladly accepted of a mean 
Service, where that Vanity which had been her 
Ruin, was mortify'd by hard Labour, coarſe 
Fare, and rough Uſage. — Her Conſtitution 
not being of the ſtrongeſt, and much weakned 
by the inward Griefs ſhe endured, ſhe fell into 
a violent Fit of Sickneſs, was remov' d from her 
Maſter's Houſe into a common Hoſpital, where 
in a few days ſhe died. Rufilius was not 
inſenſible of great part of her Sufferings, yet 
he never ſent her the leaſt ſupport, nor any 
Perſon to conſole or adviſe her, which he might 
have done without any prejudice to his Purſe or 
Reputation; but rather ſatisty'd than the con- 
trary, with the Miſeries he was told ſhe la- 
bour'd under, becauſe he hoped they would 
ſoon ſend her from the World; he feared not 
the Puniſhments which ſooner or later are al- 
ways intlicted on Ingratitude, and in his Heart 
dehes the Thunder of the ſupreme Jupiter, or 
the eternal Scourge of dire avenging Nemeſis. 

See alſo that old and ſeemingly grave Perſon, 
who alighted from his Chariot at the ſame time 
that Rufilius did from his, and continues ſtill 
walking with him in yonder Piazza before the 
Hall. The World contains not a greater 
Hypocrite. Others may diſſemble ſome Ver- 
rues which they have not, and conceal Vices 
which they have: But he in every thing is the 
reverſe of what he ſeems ; and ſo skilful is he 
in the Art of feigning, that even thoſe who 
ſuffer by his Deceits, can ſcarce be ſenſible that 
it is to him they are indebted for their Misfor- 
tunes. Three Houſes where all ſorts of Ga- 
ming is allow'd, are kept by Creatures of his, | 
who for a ſmall Salary from him, take the | 
odium of the Affair on themſelves ; „ 
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privately riots in the Profit. Not ſuppos d to 
be any otherwiſe concern d than as a Cuſtomer, 
he has the Opportunity, unſuſpected, to draw 
in a great number of young Heirs to play at 
one or other of them ; and pretending to loſe 
great Sums himſelf, and being equally a Sufferer, 
prevents them from complaining of their ill Fate, 
or borrowing any Money from him. Nor 
is it only in this Iſland he practiſes his Deceits; 
a neighbouring Republick, tho* accounted the 
moſt avaricious and cunning People on Earth, 
have been outwitted by this Machiavel ; and in 
the Metropolis of the great and famous Kingdom 
of Utopia, countleſs are the various Stratagems 
bis fertile Brajn has furniſh'd him with to drain 
the Wealth of the Inhabitants. Pecunia 
being the only Goddeſs he in reality adores, he 
ſpares no pains to court her Favour; and tho 
in the Temples of the other Deities, no Man 
appears more devout, nor offers up his Prayers 
with greater ſeeming fervency, yer in his Soul 
he ſcorns their Influence, and wants but an 
Opportunity to ſnatch their golden Images from 
oft the Pedeſtals on which they ſtand, and coin 
them into Money. But ſo much for his 
Avarice, which has not been the Occaſion of 
more Ruin among thoſe of his own Sex, than 
another equally deteſtable Vice has been to the 
ſofter Specie, tho* now arriv'd at an Age in 
which Deſire in moſt Men ebbs, and exhauſted 
Nature no longer feeds the expiring Lamp of 
Paſſion ; yet do the Fires of Luſt ſtill unextin- 
guiſh'd glow within his Boſom, ard thrill his 
wither'd Veins with eager Longines: yet Co- 
vetouſneſs, the darling Faculty of his ſordid 
Soul, forbidding him to purchaſe Love, and 
Jaltly conſcious of his own Defe&s, * 
f ope- 
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Hopeleſs of obtaining any Favours from the Fair: 
as merely the Reward of Aſſiduity, he has re- 
courſe to means the moſt abhorr'd and cruel, to 
fatiate his Wiſhes. This Age producing 
Wretches capable of Villanies unknown, un- 
practiſed in the former ones, abounds with num- 
bers of Women, who having paſs'd their Youth 
in Lewdneſs and Debauchery, make it their 
buſineſs in declining Years to ſeduce others to 
the ſhameful Trade by which themſelves were 
firſt undone, and then dragg'd on a wicked and 
a miſetable Life. For this purpoſe they haunt 
the common Inns, where every day young 
Country-Maids are brought to ſeek for Services 
in this populous City. — Under a ſhew of 
Kindneſs, theſe Monſters eaſily perſuade the 
unexperienc'd Girls home with them, where 
for a trifling Sum, they are expos'd and ſacrificed 
to the firſt Purchaſer of their Youth and Freſh- 
neſs. — With ſuch as theſe is that old Leacher 
in league ; and becauſe he grudges the ſmalleſt 
Expence even to obtain the Pleaſure he molt 
longs for, he never hears of one of theſe un- 


happy Victims of Debauchery, but he magni- 


fies her Perfections to ſome one or other of his 
Acquaintance who are leſs frugal, and by draw- 
ing him in for a large Sum, makes a Bargain 


with the Seller ro have his own Satisfaction 


gratis, =—— "Tis on this very Buſineſs he is 
now talking with Ryfilius ; but for this once, 
his Penetration has fail'd him. Strangely has 
he miſtaken his Man,—the Count delights more 
to receive than give, nor imagines all the Fa- 
vours which Womankind can beſtow, ſufficient 
to compenſate for the Expence of even a Treat, 
or the Preſent of a Ring or gnuff-Boxæ.— The 


other is, however, labouring to work him to 
| Will, 


his 
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Will; and is not without hope to meet the 
{ame ſucceſs here, as he has lately had with that 
gay fluttering Fop who juſt now you ſaw paſs 
by him with an affected Bow, and is this moment 
enter d the Palace of Bertoldus. | 
He is call'd the Marquiſs Del Sercio, he had a 
plentiful Eftate left him by his Father, but has 
waſted the greateſt patt of it in his Pleaſures, 
and has now ſcarce any thing to depend on but 
aPolt at Court; yet notwithſtanding he ſtill 
ſupports his fine Equipage, and, tho' to the Ruin 
of a great number of belie ding Tradeſmen, will 
maintain the Character of a Beau; a Denomina- 
non which is infinitely more valuable to him 
than his Title, or the Reputation of good Senſe 
er Honour.— Never was there a greater Bubble 
tv Gameſters, Sharpers, and common Courtexans 
than he. That old Wretch whom laſt I 
mention'd, even ſince the Ruin of his Fortune, 
cheated him out of a very conſiderable Sum 
which he had taken up on Intereſt, partly by 
the Muſick of the Dice-Box, and partly by 
the Charms of a pair of black ſparkling Eyes 
in the Head of a Damſel whom he had de- 
bauch'd at one ef thoſe Nurſeries of Sin, and 
vas now, as well as her Governante, entirely at 
lis devotion. He is now endeavouring to 
repair his ruin'd Fortune by Marriage with a 
young Lady of a very great Fortune; but tho 
ſhe has it in her own diſpoſal, and is, as well as 
many others, fond of Noiſe and Shew, which 
be perpetually entertains her with, is too much 
the Favourite of Minerva, to conſent to throw 
berlelf away on a Perſon who has it ſo little in 
lis power to give her any ſolid Happineſs —— 
dhe receives his Addrefles indeed, accepts his 
Preſents, but is thereunto prompted only by 
the 
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the Gaiety of her Humour, and natural inch- 
nation to every thing which may afford her Di. 
verſion, and not by any eſteem or liking either 
to the Perſon or Oualifications of the Marquiſs, 
Yet buoy'd by a great Opinion of his own De- 
ſert, he looks on the Marriage as good as con- 
cluded on, and by aſſuring his Creditors that it 
is ſo, a while preſerves them from Deſpair, and 

himſelf from their Perſecutions. | 
But ſee ! (continued the Deity, pointing to a youny 
and beautiful Lady, who was that inſtant ſtepping 
out of her Chair) among the Viſitors of Bertoldys, 
the lovely Mifintha ! Mark what a becoming 
Bluſh o'erſpreads her Face as ſhe receives the 
Homage of the admiring Crowd! — What 
radiant Glances dart from her charming Eyes 
— What a commanding, yet perſuaſive Air dwells 
in her every Motion! —— What a Harmony of 
Features! — What an Elegance of Shape is 
there ! How truly perfect is the whole in- 
chanting Frame Nor is the Sweetnels of 
her Soul inferior to the Temple 'in which it is 
enſhrin'd.—No irregular or impure Deſires 
ſtain her white Thoughts. No Hypocriſy, 
Ill- nature, or Deceir, deform or ruffle the ſoft 
Compoſure of her gentle Mind. Chaſtity and 
Tenderneſs are in her fo blended, they ſeem 
one Vertue, and render her equally valuable to 
the Deities of both. Not to me is ſhe more 
dear, tho” the ſublimeſt Votary my Altars boalt, 
than ſhe is to the Virgin-Goddeſs, cold the- 
rea; yet has ſhe receiv'd the Impreſſion of my 
Dart, and all her Fancy flames with Love 3 
tranſporting Blaze. A beautiful Example, 
that Wiſhes, ſuch as I inſpire, are ſo far from 
debaſing the Mind, that they enliven it, and 
preſent it with Ideas more elevated, 1 ” 
U 
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5n'd, than otherwiſe it would be poſſe ſs' d of; 
15a famous Poet, the Native of an Iſland on the 
other ſide the Globe, moſt jultly ſays : 


Love kindles all the Soul with Honour g Fire, 
To make the Lover worthy his Defire. 


Nothing, indeed, is more evident than that 
when a Perſon is truly in love, he takes all ima- 
cinable Care to do what he thinks may entitle 
tim to the Affections of the darling Object. 
le aſſumes Vertues to which hefore his Practice 
yas a ſtranger, and throws off his Vices, which 
te looks on as ſo many Obſtructions in his way 
o the bleſſing of her Favour——He endeavours 
w appear polite, humane, and affable : nor does 
ke only affect to be ſo ʒ that Tenderneſs which 
ny Impreſſion leaves, even in thoſe Hearts 
which are by Nature moſt rugged, will, whe- 
ther he will or not, compel him to Acts of 
Goodneſs and Compaſſion ; and that Deſire 
which all Men have of being happy, in what- 
berer they happen to place the ultimate of their 
Felicity, oblige them to a propenſity of Beha- 
ing in a manner to deſerve. it. 

But to return to Miſintha: Wou' d you be- 
lere a Woman endow'd by Nature with all 
anner of perſonal Perfections, a Mind enrich'd 
vith every Grace, born with a Propenſity to 
Good, and made perfect by Education; 
Woman! whom one wou'd think it ſcarce 
ſible to ſee without loving, and much leſs ſo, 
to know without adoring ; wou'd you believe, 
lay, that this excelling Creature ſhou'd, by 
tte ſtupidity of an ingrateful Man, have cauſe 
o wail her want of power to pleaſe ! 
Nou d you imagine ſhe ſhou'd ſigh in vain ? — 
%ou'd beſtow the ineſtimable Treaſure of her 
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Virgin-Heart on one who values not the Bleſ. 
fing? ——Yet ſo it is, — a Dart of mine flew, 

uncommiſſion'd from my unwary Hand, and 
fix d itſelf in her reſiſtleſs Breaſt. — With an 
Ardor not to be expreſs'd, ſhe loves Seraphion, 
the Brother of Bertoldus; but far unlike him in 
Humour and in Principles: — not that he is 
more Vertuous, but his Vices run in a different 
Channel. Avarice is the darling Paſſion of 
his ſordid Soul, and Pecunia ſo ſtrictly guards 
each Avenue of her Votary's Boſom, that tis 
but vain for me to hope ever to do any thing in 
favour of Mint ha. "T's true, he likes the 
lovely Maid, acknowledges her Worth, and his 
moſt ſecret Thoughts prefer her to all her Sex 
beſide : but then there are others whoſe For- 
tune is ſuperior, and Wealth to him is Beauty, 
Virtue, Wir, and in fine, the Sum of all that's 
excellent. Being, at her firſt Acquaintance 
with him, repreſented to him by one who knew 
not perfectly her Affairs, as a Perſon poſſeſs d 
of twice the Thouſands which in reality ſhe 
enjoys, he made his Addreſſes to her in the moſt 
ſtrenuous manner; but ſhe who ſcorns Deceit, 
and knew that his belief had been impos'd on, 
ſoon inform'd him of the Truth of her Cir- 
cumſtances: on which he moſt unworthily broke 
off the intended Match, and abandon'd what, 
had he a Mind capable of. judging rightly, he 
might have thought himſelf bleſs'd in obtain- 
ing, had he been Maſter of a Prince's Revenue. 
Mifintba had too much penetration not to diſcern 
immediately the Cauſe of her Misfortune ; but 
tho' ſhe deſpis'd a Temper fo ungenerous, ſhe 
cannot forbear regarding his Perſon with the 
ſame Tenderneſs which the firſt fight of him at 


firſt inſpir'd: But the manner in which ſhe re- 
; "7 Tt *: ſents 
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ents the Treatment ſhe has met, is ſo different 
om what another Woman wou'd do in the 
e Circumſtance, that T cannot omit relating 
ir, and was indeed the prime Motive which in- 
auced me to mention her Story — She rails not, 
ſhe reviles not, neither does ſhe complain, nor 
mike any Confidants of the Sufferings ſhe ſuſ- 
2ins:—All her Behaviour is calm as Indifference 
ſelf ; and tho' it is impoſſible for her to be 
happy without him, yet ſhe ſeems not to be the 
contrary,—— Never Woman better conceal'd 
Deſpair, nor bore being forſaken with ſo good a 
Tmce, —— Her Cloſet, and her Pillow are 
the only Witneſſes of her Laments ; and when 
ſhe has in private diſcharg'd that ſtock of Tears 
which the Source of her exhauſtleſs Griet ſup- 
plies, in publick ſhe appears all eaſy and ſerene. 
o prevent all ſuſpicion that any ſecret In- 
dignation is harboured in her Mind, ſhe conti- 
nues to viſit the Siſters of the ungrateful Sera- 
din, with the ſame freedom as before ſhe was 
ether courted or abandon'd by their Brother ; 
and at one of their requeſts, being told he was 
dangerouſly ill, is now come to pay that Com- 
pliment to Bertoldus. Wonderful Proof of 
Moderation in a Sex who for the moſt part are 
pretty extravagant in their Paſſions, and as often 
Imagine, that giving a looſe ro them, is rather 
an Argument of the greatneſs of their Spirit, 
than the contrary ; whereas in reality nothing ſo 
much teſtifies a meanneſs of Soul, as an eh- 
deavour to retaliate an Injury of the Kind ſhe 
has ſuſtain*d. — Some miſtaken Judges there are 
ndeed, who cry out againſt thoſe who fir down 
tamely, as they call it; with an Affront; but 
the more diſcerning part of the World, will 
ick now ledge that true Fortitude and Magnani- 
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mity of Soul, conſiſts more in enduritig, than 
in revenging an Inſult, of whatſoever nature.— 
Beſides, all things that are juſt, are not prudent; 
tho” a Man, who, like Seraphion, deſerves the 
ſevereſt Puniſhment which the Wit of Woman 
can invent, yet ſhe who inflicts it is ſure to make 
herſelf the Talk of the whole 'Town ; and how 
far that agrees with that Modeſty which ought 
to be the CharaReriſtick of that Sex, I leave 
you to determine. 'There has lately hapned an 
Inſtance of this kind which many applaud, bur 
more, and thoſe too of the wiſer fort, condemn : 

The oddneſs of it may make it worthy of re- 
mark, for which Reaſon I will give you the 
Recital at full. 

In a City ſituated ſome twenty Leagues diſ- 
rant from this in which we are, is the Reſidence 
of a Gentleman call'd Corruvanus, who ſeem'd 
to be ſo well pleas'd with the matrimonial State, 
that he had no ſooner buried one Wife, than he 
began to caſt his Eyes about in . ſearch of ano- 
ther; yer ſo difficult was he in his Choice, that 
tho? he was introduced to make his Addreſſes 
ro feveral Ladies of Beauty and Worth, yet 
when he found he had made any Progreſs in 
their Affections, he ftill found ſome fault or o- 

ther, either with the Perſon, Character, or 

Circumſtance, which gave him a Pretence to 

break of. But ſhe whom he had proceeded 

with the fartheſt, was nam' d Gregoria, a young 

Woman of an agreeable Perſon, a ready Wit, 

an unſullied Reputation, and good Fortune.— 

The matter went ſo far with her, as to have 

every thing agreed on for the Match, and a Day 

appointed for the Celebration of it ; he ſeem d 

the moſt happy Man in the World when firſt he 

gain'd her Acceprange of the propoſitions Rs 
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had made, but his Contentment was of a ſhort 
continuance ; the natural Inconſtancy of his 
Temper beginning to work, prompted him to 
imagine there might be a poſſibility of obtain- 
ing a Woman yet more deſerving than ſhe he 
had made choice of, at leaſt he could not be 
aſy without making that Effort: And becauſe 
he had already ſollicited a great number in that 
place, and alſo thar the ir berween him and 
Grgoria was publickly known, he entertain'd an 
Inclination to try his Fortune in this populous 
Metropolis. The very day, therefore, 
preceding that which was 'd for his Mar- 
rage with that Lady, he made her a Viſit, and 
putting on an Air of the utmoſt Concern, told 
her he had receiv'd news of an Affair of the laſt 
Importance, which oblig'd his coming to 'Town 

with all expedition, that he cou'd not, with 
out doing himſelf an inexpreſſible Prejudice, de- 
fer his Journey any longer than the next Day, 
and intreated her therefore, not to take it ill, 
that he put off the Celebration of their Nup- 
tals till his return, which he aſſur d her ſhou'd 
be in a very ſhort time. As much ſhork'd as 
Gregoria was at this Requeſt, ſhe had Preſence 
enough of Mind to enable her to diſſemble it; 
and only telling him, that all things muſt give 
vay to Neceflity, and that ſhe had not the leaſt 
uſpicion any other Motive could induce him to 
part from her juſt at the time when ſhe expected 
to have been join'd to him for ever, ſuffer d him 
to take leave without any viſible ſign of Diſ- 
ſatisfaion or Ill-Humour. He was no 


ſooner out of her Houſe, than beginning to 
reflet ſeriouſly on the Adventure, her Pene- 
ration ſerv'd her to diſcover the Truth. —— 
de doubted not but the ſame reaſon which had 
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occaſion'd his having quitted others for her, had 
now prevail'd on him, to treat her in the ſame 
faſhion ; but unwilling to endure it, as the ref 
had done, "Tis certain (ſaid ſbe to berſelf ) that 
he is inſenſible of that Paſſion which is worthy of 
the Name of Love ; and having by Experience 
ſome reaſon to believe our Sex is eaſily impos'd on, 
is gone in queſt of one whoſe Fortune is ſuperior 
to mine, Which it he ſucceeds in, he will marry, 
and leave me to make up the number of thoſe 
Conqueſts he has trĩiumph'd over and forſaken: 
Büt if the good Opinion he has of himſelf 
ſhould happen to deceive him, and he find none 
to accept his Addreſs, then will he return to 
me. Either way I am deſign'd his Pro- 
perty. — But he ſhall find all Women are 
not of that tame enduring Nature. vil 
at leaſt diſcover the baſe Artifices by which he 
means to impoſe on my belief; and, if there be 
a poſſibility, at once revenge the Wrong done 
to myſelf and Sex. She had no ſooner form d 
this Reſolution, than ſhe prepar d to put it in 
execution, and without communicating her In- 
tentions to any one, went privately and took a 
place in the Stage-Coach, which going out eariy 
the next Morning, ſhe reach'd this City almoſt 
as ſoon as he. She went directly to the 
Houſe of an Acquaintanee ſhe formerly had 
made here, and by his help in a little time in- 
form'd herſelf where Corruvanus had taken up 
his Lodging. Spies being immediately em- 
ploy'd, ſhe was alſo aſcertain d that it was 00 
other Buſineſs than that ſhe imagin'd, Which 
had brought him here. — Bending therefore 
her whole ſtudy on Revenge, ſhe conlſylte 
with her Landlord by. what means. ſhe gh? 
bring it about. Triauco (ſo he was call) 
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was one of the moſt ſubtile Men living, and 
hey together hatch'd a Plot, the Suęgeſs of 
which anſwer'd their End, and repajd ab Kind 
thoſe Affronts which the Avarice aud Mutabi- 
ty of Corrwvanus's Temper had thrown on ſo 
many Women. The Contrivance was begun 
and carried on in this manner. 

A young Woman, who had formerly been a 
Srvant in a Family where Trianeo was acquaint- 
ed, and had behav'd herſelf on ſome occaſions 
with Artifice enough to make him look on her 
35 a proper Perſon to carry on this Deſign, was 
immediately let into the Secret of their Deſign, 
which ſhe indeed found too much advantage in 
to betray : It was to dreſs her up and adorn. 
ter in a manner which might make her paſs for 
great Fortune. She had ſeen a good deal 
of the World, and knew how to carry herſelf 
in a faſhion which might make her be taken tor 
what ſhe ſeem'd, and when equip'd, look'd and 
talk d ſo, as to aſſure Gregoria ſhe was the fitteſt 
Perſon in the World for ſuch an Undertaking. 
Fine Lodgings near the place where Corruvanus 
lud, were immediately hired for her, and four 
Negro Servants in Bantomite Habits, by the Care 
of Trianeo, provided to attend her.—— She was 
no ſooner ſettled, than ſhe began to appear in 
al publick Places, and never fail'd her Devo- 
tions twice every Day in the Temple of Jupi- 
ter, The news of this great Fortune was pre- 
ently ſpread abroad, and Crowds of indigent 
Beaus were perpetually following her: Corru- 
varus heard much of her, and flatter'd himſelf 
with a ſecret Hope, that if he could be intro- 
duced to her Acquaintance, he might find as 
favourable a Reception from her as he had ne 
tom ſo many others. This Inclination induc-d 
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him to liſten carefully to all Diſcourſes of her; 
and one day being in a publick Ordinary where 
Gentlemen, tho' before perfect Strangers to 
each other, converſe freely together, he heard 
Trianeo (who, knowing he frequented that 
Houſe, had placed himſelf there on purpoſe) 
talk of her in a manner which diſcover'd he had 
an Intimacy with her, and a perfe& Knovledge 
of all her Affairs. He therefore made it his 
buſineſs to fingle him out, and engaging himin 
a particular manner, entreated to be inform'd 
concerning the Circumſtances of this Lady. 
This was all that Trianes wanted. He told 
him, She was born in the Indies, the only Child 
of one of the richeſt Men in that Place; and 
that by the Death of her Father, ſhe was now 
in poſſeſſion of above a Hundred Thouſand 
Crowns; but that being left in the Care of a 
Guardian, 'twas believ'd ſhe was ſhortly to be 
married to his Son, and that the thing was ſo 
entirely agreed upon, that it only wanted the 
Return of the young Gentleman, ' who wasgone 
on ſome Buſineſs into the Country, to compleat 
it. Corruvanus was extremely troubled at the 
latter part of this Account, but frequent prac- 
rice informing him how to proceed in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, and too many Succeſſes encouraging his En- 
deavours, he reſolv d not to be deterr'd by any 
Difficulties. The Affair however re- 
quiring expedition, he thus began to puſh his 
Fortune: Knowing ſhe frequented the Temple 
of Jupiter, he went there alſo, and diſtinguiſh- 
ing himſelf at firſt only by diſtant Bows and 
Cringes, at laſt he ventur d to draw nearer, and 
lead her to her Chair; which offer being 
accepted with a becoming Baſhfulneſs, the 
gext Opportunity he had of doing fo, he beg 
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to be admitted to viſit her, ſaying he had many 
Friends in the Country from whence ſhe cam 
whom he would be glad to hear ſome news of. 
dne being before inſtructed how to behave in 
every thing, on his eagerly preſſing it, gave 
him a ſeemingly reluctant Leave; which having - 
obtain d, he delay'd no longer than that Even- 
ing, putting himſelf in poſſeſſion of the Favour 
he had requeſted. — The counterfeit Heireſs 
receiv'd him with a modeſt Chearfulneſs, every 
thing ſhe ſaid and did being accompanied with 
the greateſt Good-Manners, tho* moſt ſtrict Re- 
ſerve, and nothing appeared in her Behaviour, 
but what ſerv'd to convince him, that all he had 
been told concerning her was Truth. — Being 
naturally bold, and believing that nothing cou'd 
be ſo dangerous to him as a delay, he enter- 
rain'd her even at this firſt Viſit with a Decla- 
ration of the moſt fervent Paſſion that ever was ; 
at which ſhe prerended an infinite deal of Sur- 
prize, but managed herſelf ſo as to make him 
think what he had ſaid was not diſpleaſing to 
her, and that ſhe but feign'd an Indiſference of 
what he in reality but affected to feel for her 
ſake — Wich ten thouſand Entreaties and well- 
ated Agonies, ſhe was at laſt brought to con- 
ſent that he ſhould continue to ſee her, on con- 
dition that he ſhould no more addreſs her in 
" manner he —— done * 1 97 he had 
a ſincere Paſſion for her. go make ule of his ut- 
moſt Efforts to date 1. But this Charge 
was given with ſo faint a Voice, and with 
Words which ſeem'd ſo forc'd and ſo little of a 
piece with the Sentiments of her Heart, that 
he was far from deſpairing of the Succeſs he 
am'd at. She, on the other hand, was re- 
iced to find he had ſo readily fwallow'd che * 
| ara © it 
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Bait iaid for him; and the Moment he had leſt 
her, ſent to acquaint Gregoria and Trianeo with 
what had hapned, and defire their Advice how 
to proceed for the future. They were ex- 
tremely pleas'd, as they had good reaſon, with 
her Management ; and improving her natural 
Talent of Diſſimulation by what Inftruftions 
they could, left it afterwards to herſelf to carry 
on the Affair. She was no ſooner riſen the next 
Day, than ſhe receiv'd a Billet from Corruva- 
nus, wherein he complain'd of her Severity in 
forbidding him to utter what it was impoſlible 
to look on her without feeling; and proteſting, 
that it was not even in the power of Fate itſelf 
to prolong his Life, if debarr'd the Privilege of 
teſtifying his Paſſion ; — begg'd that ſhe wou'd 
not abſolutely drive him to Deſpair, but permit 
him to avow himſelf her Slave, till ſome happy 
Opportunity ſhould arrive to prove him not un- 
worthy of being ſo. And all theſe Adjura- 
tions were accompanied with ſo many extrara- 
gant Praiſes of her Beauty, that the cunning 
Creature could ſcarce refrain from laughing at 
the reading. Being in the concluſion very much 
preſs'd for an Anſwer, ſhe ſent him word by the 
Servant who brought it, that not being at lei- 
ſure to write, and beſides thinking it impropet 
to make that Condeſcenſion to a Stranger, he 
muſt wait the knowledge of her Thoughts ot 
what he had writ g. the Evening, at which 
time ſhe had permitted him to come to her 
Lodgings. Tho' this Reply did not pleaſ 
Corruvanus ſo much as 2 Laaer would have 
done, yet did he live in hopes that he had made 
an Impreffion on her, which would in a little 
time remove all the Scruples which Intereſt or 
former Obligations might have rais d againſt 


him. 
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him. — The Hour in which ſhe had permitted 
him to attend her being arriv'd, he went de- 
termin'd to leave nothing unſaid which he 
thought might contribute to influence her in 
his favour, Never were Parts better ated 
on both ſides ; whoever had been a Witneſs of 
their Converſation, would have believ'd him to 
have been the moſt longing, deſperate, dying 
Lover in the World, and ſhe to have been a 
Woman truly touch'd with my unerring Dart, 
yer ſtriving to conceal it. With all the 
Reſerve imaginable did ſhe reply to every thing 
he ſaid 3 but then that Reſerve appear'd to have 
ſo much of Conſtraint in it, and with ſuch pain- 
ful Strugglings did ſhe ſeem to ſuppreſs the riſing 
Sighs, that to have thought her not enamourd 
to a very great degree, there was a neceſſity 
one ſhould ſee into her Heart. A hundred 
times in the ſhort ſpace he was with her, did 
ſhe half pronounce the Sentence of his eternal 
Baniſhment, and as often did her Words ſeem 
to be ſtop'd by ſome ſecret Agitation. —— See 
me no more, (cry d ſbe) and then, as repenting 
that Decree but as a Friend! would ſhe haſtily 
rejoin with the ſame breath, as if ſhe fear'd he 
would take her at her word : in fine, a Man of 
much more penetration, and leſs opinionated of 
his own Merit than was Corruvanus, might have 
been deceiv'd and blinded by ſuch Artifices as 
ſhe made uſe of : How then could he retrain 
being lifted to the higheſt pitch of Extaſy at 
her ĩimagin'd Kindneſs ? He doubted not 
but in a few days he ſhould be maſter of thoſe 
immenſe Sums which he believ'd in her poſſeſ- 
ſion, and was framing in his Mind a thouſand 
gay inchanting Scheme s of future Grandeur. 
Having gain'd ſo much upon her, he left her 
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no time for Conſideration, but preſſing her on 
that which he took tobe the weak fide of her 
the Tenderneſs he believ'd ſhe had for him 
ſwore more Oaths than there were Angels to 
witneſs em, that he wou'd not live an Hour, 
if ſhe refus'd to promiſe never to marry any 
other Man. How can I do that, (reply'd ſb4 
when I am already engaged to another? My 
Guardian has already my Promiſe for his Son ; 
and tho* he is a Man I cannot love, I know no 
way to break with him, unleſs by throwing 
myſelf at once into the Arms of another, and, 
by the Sanction of the Church, take from him 
the Power of claiming any Right. —— And 
ſhou'd I, (continued ſhe, with a deep Sigh) ſhould 
I gather Courage to venture on ſo bold an Action, 
how know I but the Man I wou'd make choice 
of, might be unkind and cruel to me after Mar- 
riage? —— The Report of my vaſt Fortun 

may engage a ſhew of the tendereſt Devoirs i. 
ſuch aWealth-adoring Town as this ; when in 
poſſeſſion of my Money, my Perſon, perhaps, 
might meet with little Regard. —— How am 1 
fare (o dhe, after a pauſe, and looking kindh a. 
(him but even Corruvanus may deceive me? — 
Tis not to be doubted but that all the Vows 
and Proteſtations that was in the power of 
Language to bring forth, were now made ule 
of by the impatient Lover, to diſpoſſeſs her of 
her Fears, and make her wholly his — O 
with what impudent Prophanations did he call 
on my Name as Witneſs of his everlaſting Love 
and Truth! How did he ſwear by each im- 
mortal Being, that he deſpis*'d her Wealth, and 
only coveted that richer Treafore of her lovely 
Perſon ! With what unheard of Oaths did 


he atteſt his monſtrous Flatteries © — Hou 
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ad he weep, and kneel, and beg her to believe 
him ! —And with what an unexampled Artifice 
did that cunning Wench ſeem by little and 
little to do fo; and at laſt, tho* by flow de- 
ores, appear quite melted by his Ardors, and 
fnking into his Arms, proteſt ſhe cou'd no 
longer reſiſt the mighty Power of Love, and 
would be his, whatever ſhould enſue. By the 
pains he had taken to bring her to this Diſpoſi- 
tion, and the vaſt Reward he expected for his 
Hypocriſy, you may judge his Tranſports at 
this promiſe, which fearing ſhe ſhou'd revoke 
on cool Reflection, and relapſe into her former 
Reſerve, ſcarce cou'd he give himſelf time to 
thank the Condeſcenfion ſhe had made him, but 
calling haſtily for his Servant, order'd him ta 
fetch a Prieſt that moment. — The Fellow, 
perfectly acquainted with his Maſter's Mind, 
perform'd his Commands immediately, and they 
were married that Night in her own Chamber 
in the Preſence of the People of the Houſe and 
all the Servants. —— Ir being her Wedding- 
Night, and perhaps the only one in which ſhe 
cou'd expect the Company of her Bridegroom, 
the pretended Lady order'd a magnificent Col- 
lation to be ſerv'd in, after which they were put 
to Bed with the Ceremonies uſual on ſuch oc- 
caſions, ſhe having firſt taken care to ſlip out 
privately, and ſend a Meſſenger to inform Gre- 
goria and Trianeo of the compleated Succeſs of 
their Project, and that ſhe was now the Wife 
of Corruvanus, That new-wedded Husband 
thought himſelf not more happy in the Poſſeſſion 
of his imaginary Heireſs, than did the malici- 
ous Gregoria in triumphant Revenge on her per- 
fidious and avaricious Lover. She long d 


for the Morning to proclaim the pleaſing Miſ- 


chief, 


( 190) 

chief, and his Shame and Ruin, — Scarce had 
the Chariot of enlivening Py/æbus, gleaming from 
diſtant Skies, declar'd the. God's Approach, 
when ſhe forſook her Bed, and ſending for the 
Jeweller, Mercer, Laceman, and all thoſe va- 
rious Tradeſmen whom ſhe had oblig'd to fur- 
niſh the counterfeit Iadian with Things neceſſary 
for the carrying on her deſign, ſent them in a 
body to wiſh the Bride and Bridegroom joy, and 
to demand the ſeveral Sums due to them for 
equipping her. *Tis not very [poſſible to con- 
ceive the Surprize which Corruvanus was in, 
when he was told ſuch a number of Perſons 
came all at once to enquire for him, at a Place 
where he could not as yet have expected any 
body : but it would be difficult to deſcribe the 
Horror which feiz'd on every Faculty of his 
Soul, when ſuffering them to be admitted, they 
' acquainted him with the Buſineſs which had 
brought them there. Terror and Amaze- 
ment at firſt rook from him the Power of Speech, 
but looking wildly ſometimes on his Wife, and 
ſometimes on them, by his Eyes ſeem'd to de- 
fire a farther Explanation of this ſhocking Af- 
fair : But they having given him their Bills, 
thought they had no more to do, but to walt 
till he ſhould order them what time to call again 
for their Money; and ſhe thinking that in her 
Circumſtances, Silence would beſt become her, 
ſpoke not a word; till a. Servant delivering 
a Letter to Corruvanus, he haſtily open'd it, 
and found in the Contents, a full unriddling 
of the fatal Myſtery. It was from Gregoria, 
who, having firſt upbraided him with his 
Inconſtancy, and the many Proofs he had 
given of his ſordid, avaricious Nature, pro- 
ceeded to inform him of the Meaſures 
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had taken for her Revenge, and concluded her 
Epiſtle with Reflections more ſtinging, more ſe- 
verely keen, if poſſible, than the very Puniſh- 
ment ſhe had inflicted on him. All that he had of 
Man or Reaſon in this Exigence forſook him. — 
He ſeem'd all Diſtraction, and, if not withheld, 
had, in the ſudden heat of Fury, ruſh'd on the 
artful Inſtrument of Gregoria's Revenge, and 
made her Lite the Sacrifice of his diſappointed 
Hope: but being prevented in that Attempt, he 
flew raving out of the Houſe, with his Mouth 
full of Curſes, and his Heart of Miſchief. 

The Bride, who on the Diſcovery expe&ed 
not much better Treatment, was little alarm'd 
at his Behaviour: but diſmiſſing the Tradeſmen 
with an Aſſurance that they ſhou'd be paid, ſet 
herſelf down to conſider in what manner it was 
now beſt for her to proceed. She was ſcarce fix'd 
in Contemplation, before Gregoria came to viſit 
her, and applauding what ihe had done, charg'd 
her ſtill to maintain the ſame Spirit and Reſo- 
lution. Conſider ( ſaid ſhe) that you are 
the Wife of Corruvanus, and that no Pretences 
can deprive you of that Title, nor hinder you 
from an Allowance for your ſupport propor- 
tionable to the Eſtate of the Man you have 
married do not therefore ſuffer him to per- 
ſuade or terrify you out of what is your juſt 
due; you ſhall never want a Friend nor Purſe 
to aſſiſt you in aſſerting your Right, while Gre- 
goria lives and can command a Denier. The 
Aſſurance this Lady gave her of eſpouſing her 
Cauſe, encouraged the other to reſolve as ſhe 
would have her, and to be guided by her in 
every point of her Management in the Affair. 
After this ſhe diſcharg'd two of her Servants, 
becauſe to keep chem all, ſhe thought would 

render 
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tender her condemnable by the World, ind 
make her be look d on by him and all who knew 
her, as a Perſon who aim'd only at his Ruin; 
and to leave herſelf without any, would be too 
mean for the Wife of Corruvanus, whoſe Family 
and Fortune were really very conſiderable in 
the World : but the Diſcretion with which ſhe 
behav d, had no effect on him; he now hated 
her as ſincerely as before he had pretended to 
love her, and being determin'd never to live 
with her, conſulted with ſome Gentlemen 
learned in the Laws, by what means he ſhou d 
avoid it: They told him there was none, unleſs 
he could prevail on her to accept of a ſeparate 
Allowance. Dear as he lov'd his Money, 
and odious as ſhe was to him, he made her an 
Offer of this kind; but it was ſo ſmall, that by 
the Advice of Gregoria ſhe refus'd it, and told 
him poſitively that he muſt either take her home, 
or make a Settlement upon her, ſuch as ſhould 
enable her to live as grand in another Place as 
ſhe could have expected to have done with him, 
had he married her merely thro” Inclination, — 
Never was a Mind more tortured, more di- 
ſtrated than was his ! — He remain'd for ſome 
days wholly incapable of fixing on any Reſo- 
lution ; ſometimes he thought of carrying her 
down to his Country-Houſe, and by continued 
Ill- uſage endeavour to rid himſelf of his Burthen 
by wearying her out of her Life ; but then he 
conſider d, that the Laws of this Iſland are 
very favourable to Wives, and that having Spi- 
rit enough to complain, ſhe would not fail of 
redreſs. Sometimes he was for allowing 
her the utmoſt of her demands, rather than en- 
dure the Mortification of ever ſeeing her more 
but this his ſordid Temper would not pon 
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him to conſent to: in ſhort, both theſe Me- 
thods were ſo equally dreadful to him, that he 
knew not Which was the leaſt Evil, nor could 
reſolve which to make choice of. Madneſs was 
mean to thoſe Agonies which he endur'd from 
the mingled Paſſions of Shame, Remorſe, Rage, 
and a Conſciouſneſs of having but roo much 
merited the Misfortune he labour'd under. — 
The continual Inſults he receiv'd from Gregoria, 
and the Reflection which in all Places and all 
Company ſhe daily caſt on him, making the 
Story the Subject of Ridicule wherever ſhecame, 
made him, if poſſible, more incens'd againſt her, 
than he was againſt the Woman he had married 
and burning with the moſt inveterate Malice, 
ſome Perſons either with a deſign to get Money 
out of him, or deſirous of rendring him yet 
more a Mark of Contempt, perſuaded him to 
have recourſe to Law againſt that Lady, making 
him believe that he might obtain great Satisfac- 
tion from her, being that he could fo eaſily 
prove even by her own Letter, that ſhe had not 
only a hand in the Impoſition put upon him, 
but alſo was the chief Contriver and Abettor 
of it. He ſhould have thought himſelf 
in ſome part made amends for the Vexation, if 
he could any way revenge himſelf on her who 
had been the occaſion : And therefore employ'd 
a Lawyer immediately, —who making his Story 
as plauſible as be could on the fide of his Client, 
Gregoria was cited to the Bar ; but being al- 
low'd alſo to plead in her own defence, ſhe 
gave ſuch handſome reaſons for what ſhe had 
done, and fo effectually prov'd it an Act of 
Juſtice, that her ſpeech met with a general Ap- 
plauſe; there was not one who heard ir, but 
commended her Ingenuity and Spirit. She 
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was clear d by the Judges by whom ſhe had 
been try'd, and Corruvanis order d to go home 
and take care of his Wife. The Hiſſes of the 
whole Aſlembly purſu'd him till he was out of 
hearing; and as he was calt, being obliged to 
pay the Charges of the Court, he grows di- 
ſtracted to think how dear he has purchaſed 
this addition to the Shame with which he had 
been before ſufficiently loaded. is in 
vain that the tew Friends he has perſuade him 
to moderation; Lite becomes a burthen to him, 
all Hell is in his Boſom, and more than once 
has he attempted to deltroy himſelf, and rid 
him of Thoughts which ſeem to him too ter- 
rible to be borne : But the divine Jupiter, wil- 
ling to prolong his Puniſhment yer a longer 
ſpace of Time in the Scene of his Offences, 
will not ſuffer Atropos to break the thread of 
Life, and he continues in that dreadful Station 
which the damn'd endure, of wiſhing to be 
depriv'd of their Senſe of Pain, yet having that 
Senſe ſtill grow more ſharp and more ſuſceptible 
of Woe. ——— An Allowance is not as yet 
decreed for the Woman he has married, but in 
a little time doubtleſs will be determined; till 
then, Gregoria, according to her promiſe, de- 
frays all rhe-Expences ſhe is at. 

Thus, noble Youth ! (purſu'd the Deity) have 
I given you the particulars of a Story which has 
made much noiſe in the Iſland. It was 
indeed a witty and a juſt Revenge which Gre- 
goria inflicted on the Ingrate, but in my Opt 
nion not ſo conſiſtent with the Modeſty of that 
Sex which are never free from Cenſure, but 
| when they endeavour not to do any thing which 
may render them remarkable. Ler us 


now continue our Progreſſion. — There are 
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numbers of Follies yet unexpoſed, and there- 
fore ungueſo d at, which I ſhall bring you to be 
a Witneſs of; and when 1 have done, will 
leave it to you, one of their Fellow-Mortals, 
and conſequently partial to failings of your own 
Specieto judge whether I ought ro remain lon- 
ger in a Place where I hear nothing but daily 
Blaſphemies of my Power. In ſpeaking 
theſe words; he went out of the Court- Yard of 
Bertoldus*s Palace, and wander'd a little on the 
Banks of that delightful River, whoſe diſtant 
Proſpe& had ſo much charm'd the Stranger; 
they had not gone very far, before the approach 
of a Chariot made them ſtop ro ſee. who was in 
it, and they ſoon found it contain'd a young 
Lady of admirahle Beauty, and of ſo ſweet an 
Air, as if Youth and Innocence vy'd with each 
other which ſhould render her. moſt amiable; 
that being a pretty remote place where the Stran- 
ger and his divine Conductor were ſtanding to 
obſerve her, they ſaw her Coach ſtop, and the 
Fellow who drove it, quit his poſt and come 
down and open the Door; which done, he took 
bis Lady out in his Arms, who teſtify'd her 
Conſent by throwing hers about his Neck, and 
encouraging his Boldneſs with athouſand ardent 
Kiſſes. They retir'd together a few Paces, 
where the Coach ſerv'd as a Skreen to hinder our 
Traveller trom the fight of thoſe Indecencies 
which could not but have been ſhocking to mo- 
deſt Eyes, but which he too plainly gueſs'd at 
by the foregoing Paſſages betweea them. Had 
he not before been witneſs of the little nicety 
thoſe Women retain who give themſelves over 
to the purſuit of a brutal Inclination, when he 
was in the Dreſſing-Room of the fair Hypocrite, 
he had now been furpriz d beyond the ** 
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of his Reaſon to ſuſtain; yet was he ſo over- 
whelm'd with Grief and Anger to ſee this ex- 
cellent Piece of Nature's handywork debaſethe 
Dignity of her Charms and Quality, forego her 
Vertue, and yield herſelf a Proſtitute to 3 
Wretch ſo infinitely unworthy of her, that the 
Tears ran down his Cheeks, and every Limb 
ſhook with convulſive Tremblings. The Deity 
obſerving his diſorder, ſpoke to him in this 
manner. | 

The Pity (ſaid he) which thou ſheweſt for 
the wilful Wretchedneſs of thy Fellew-Crea- 
tures, diſcovers a tender Soul, and a natura 
propenſity to Vertue in thee. O mayſt 
thou ever retain this praiſe-deſerving Principle! 
May great Jupiter ſtill keep thee firm to Good- 
neſs, and every envious Demon tempt thee to 
Vice in vain. — Then will a round of 'never- 
ending Bleflings wait thee, and Happineſs im- 
mortal be thy Portion, here and hereafter. 

A Bow of humble Thanks return'd this Be- 
nediction, and the God of pure Deſires began 
to gratify that Impatience which the Sight of 
this fair Wanton had created in the Boſom of 
kis Favourite, in theſe or the like terms. 

That Woman (ſaid he) whom now you ſee 
deform, by fo mean, ſo wretched a Proſtitution, 
almoſt celeſtial Charms, was once beloy'd by the 
moſt agreeable and deſerving Youth that ever 
graced a Title, but being depriv'd of marrying 
her by a too rigid Father's Power, he took ſlip- 
ping, defigning an endeavour to forget his hope- 
leſs Paſſion by the moſt probable means, Ab- 
ſence- But, alas! his Love and Life found both 
one period in the remorſeleſs Ocean. She, whoſe 
deſtructive Beauty had been the Cauſe of hs 
Misfortune, was little troubled at it; on ” 
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ſhort time afrer married a Gentleman of a great 
Eſtate, tho" pretty much advanc'd in years. 
Conſcious of the diſproportion between them, 
and the impoſſibility there was that Youth ſhou'd 
be fond of Age, eternal Fears perplex him, leſt 
ſhe ſhou'd ſeek in other Embraces thoſe Rap- 
tures he but vainly wiſhes to afford : For this 
reaſon, not Argus watch'd the golden Fruit with 

ter Jiligence, than does this jealous Huſ- 
band the Treaſure of his Soul. No Viſits 
he permits her to pay or to receive; no Cards, 
no Balls, no Plays nor Aſſemblies, are allow'd 
her ; the very Windows are forbidden to be 
open'd, nor has ſhe been permitted to ſtir out 
of Doors without being accompanied by him ; 
till having the Misfortune to be overturn'd in 
his Chariot, he broke his Leg, which Accident 
having for ſome time confin'd him to his Cham- 
ber, ſhe pretended to be extremely indiſpos'd, 
and that nothing but the Air wou'd do her 
good : with much perſuaſions he conſented to 
let her go, but with this condition, that ſhe 
ſhou'd call on no body by the way, nor paſs 
thro' the City with the Glaſſes down. The 
ſight of you (ſaid he) may tempt ſome airy 
Coxcomb or other to follow you, and perhaps 
be impertinent when you come into any private. 
Place. She promis'd to obey his In- 
junctions; but not content with that, he call'd 
his Coachman into the Room, and believing he 
might depend on his Fidelity, having liv'd with 
him ſome Years, I give (cry'd he) the Charge of 
your Lady into your hands this day, ſhe is 
young and unadvis'd, but I command you not 
to ſtop at any place, but to drive with all the 
(peed you can till you come into the Fields, and 


if you chance there to meet any Coaches or 
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Chariots, to turn out of the way, without gi. 
ving any body an Opporrunity to ſee who you 
have in your Coach. The Fellow, you may be- 
lieve, aſſur'd him that he would be punctual in 
obſerving his Orders: but they being given be- 
fore the Lady, rouz'd all that ſhe had of Woman 
in her. She had before entertain'd ſome thoughts 
of diſappointing her Husband's Caution by ſome 
means or other, but had not quite relblv d on 
it; but this apparent Proof how little he con- 
fided in her, entirely determin'd her to make 
him what he ſo much fear'd to be. — That 
recluſe manner in which he had oblig'd her to 
live ſince her marriage, had not afforded her 
any Opportunities of Gallantry, and tho' ſhe 
very well knew there were a thouſand who 
wou'd be tranſported at the leaſt encouragement 
from her, yer ſhe knew not directly how to go 
to any of them ; beſides, as ſhe was pur into 
the Coachman's power, there was little proba- 
bility he would falſify his Fidelity to his Maſter } 
without any Advantage to himſelf ; and being 
kept entirely within doors, ſhe had not occaſion 
for any extraordinary Expences, and was kept 
wholly without Money; ſhe had not a Purſe ot 
Guineas wherewith to bribe his Service, and 
therefore took it into her head to tempt him 
another way, and that he himſelf ſhould be the 
Man that ſhould perform what her Husband 
was ſo fearful he ſhould give another the Op- 
portunity of doing. Revenge and *Incli- 
nation join'd to fix her in this Reſolution ; and 
as ſhe was ſtepping into the Coach, when he 
ask'd her whither he ſhould carry her? To the 
molt private Airing-place, (ſaid ſte) I leave the 
choice of it co you, and as I am under your 


Charge. am willing to leave the diſpoſal of 1 
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{ef entirely to you. Theſe words were pro- 
nounced in the moſt tender and obliging Ac- 
cents, and accompanied with a Look ſo ſweetly 
anguiſhing, that they cou'd not fail of raiſing 
ſtrange Emotions in the Breaſt of him to whom 
they were addreſs'd. — Hurry'd with a wild 
Idea of ſomething which he could not yet ac- 
count for nor comprehend, ſcarce knew he what 
he did, or had the power of governing his Horſes, 
till paſſing thro” a back Lane in which there were 
but few People going, he found the String pull'd, 
2t which pleaſing ſignal he came down to know 
her Commands, wholly forgetful or regardleſs 
of his Maſter's not to ſtop. He hoped now 
anexplanation of thoſe myſterious Words which 
had ſo much agitated him, and full of Expe&a- 
tion, and trembling 'twixt Deſire and Fear, ap- 
proach'd the Door. —— She ſaw in his Eyes 
the confuſion of his Soul, and ſatisfy'd to find 
him of ſo ready an Apprehenſion, put an end to 
the ſurprize in which ſhe had involv'd him, in 
theſe terms. I call'd you down, ( ſaid ſbe) to 

ask you what your opinion is of my Husband's 
Conduct? The Confinement in which he keeps 
me, and tne Orders he has given you to be 
watchful over me, makes you no ſtranger to the 
fears he is in: tell me, therefore, if you think 
him not to blame, in ſo plainly diſcovering his 
ſuſpicions of my Vertue ? Is it not enough 
to make any Woman reſolve to revenge herſelf 
on him even in the way he is moſt apprehenſive 
of ? =— The Fellow, who could not yet per- 
ſuade himſelf that theſe Expreſſions were meant 
in his favour, was very much at a loſs how to 
reply to them ; at laſt, with ſome heſitation and 
ſtammerings, I cannot wonder, Madam, (cry'd 
e) when I conſider my Maſter's Age and your 
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prodigious Beauty, that tho? ſenſible of his own 
demerit, he ſhould imagine Heaven deſtin'd not 
the entire poſſeſſion of ſuch a Treaſure for him. 
——- But then (reſum'd ſhe, with the moſt aluring 
Smile) is not his impolitick Jealouſy worthy of 
the utmoſt ridicule, in truſting me to the Care 
of one, who, if he pleaſes to make uſe of it, 
has the power to render all his Caution vain ?— 
Shou'd he not have choſen ſomething diſagreeable 
and forbidding Love, to have been my Conductor 
to this Solitude ro which we are going? 
It is not Titles, Wealth, or Grandeur, which 
excite deſire, — one may ſometimes find thoſe 
Charms in a Perſon of a mean Station, which 
outvies with all that his Superior can boaſt — 
What hinders him from fearing that you, to 
whom he has ſo inadvertently truſted the Guar- 
dianſhip of that Virtue he ſuſpe&s, may be the 
very Man with whom 'tis molt in danger? — 
Does he think I have not Eyes to diſtinguiſh 
what is agreeable, or does he believe you wou'd 
prefer your Duty to him, to your Gratitude to 
me ? —— There needed no more to convince 
this Fellow of the Happineſs ſhe intended 
for him, and tranſported almoſt paſt his Sen- 
ſes at a condeſcenſion ſo unexpected, ſo in- 
finitely beyond what he had ever dar'd to hope, 
almoſt to wiſh, ſcarce cou'd he refrain from 
throwing himſelf at her feet as ſhe ſat in the 
Coach; but ſhe bidding him reſerve his Rap- 
tures till they came to a more convenient place 
to indulge them in, he got leave from the hurry 
of his diforder'd Joy to retire to his Poſt again, 
and drove her with as much precipitation, you 
may believe, as was conſiſtent with ſafety, to 
this remote place, where they imagine no Eye 


bur that of Heaven is witneſs of their Deeds — 
| What 
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What follow'd, I have no occaſion to inform 
you: you have ſeen the ſhameful concluſion, — 
and by it may judge, that when a Woman is 
determin'd to be ill, all precautions are ineffec- 
tual —— Jealouſy and Suſpicion are frequently 
inducements, but ſeldom or never prove ſuffi- 
cient bars to hinder Vice. Pride and Re- 
renge ſometimes, without the help of Inclina- 
tion, compleat the Cuckold's fears, and drive 
the enraged Wife to Actions to which before her 
Soul was moſt averſe. Women are by nature 
mild and tractable; Kindneſs and Confidence 
may work them to any thing ; beſides, by the 
ordinary coldneſs of their Conſtitutions are leſs 
prone to amorous Deſires than 1s the other Sex, 
but then withall they are obſtinate and wilful, 
diſdainful of Controll, and fond to prove they 
are above it. I wou'd have you, therefore, 
worthy Youth ! if ever you become a Husband 
or a Father, to ſecure the Honour of your Fa- 
mily by gentle means; all others are ineffectual, 
and will only ſerve to break your peace in the 
attempting, and render you more expos d when 
diſcover'd to be fruitleſs. —— Beware alſo how 
you are guilty of a breach of Promiſe to the 
Woman you love, or make any needleſs trials of 
her Temper : few there are who will forgive 
the firſt, or abide the latter : And having given 
you this Advice, I will relate a little Hiſtory on 
this head, which may ſerve as an Example to 
prove the Truth of what I ſay, and as often as 
you remember it, warn you of che danger of 
theſe two methods of proceeding with a Sex, 
which is indeed the pureſt part of the Creation 
while with Sin untainted, but when once cor- 
rupted, and overſway'd by Paſſion, the very 
worſt and moſt irreclaimable. | 5 
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A young Gentleman nam'd Geronte, had x 
paſſionate Affection for Celinda, a young Lady 
of great Beauty, Wit, and Fortune; he ſolli- 
cited her on honourable terms : ſhe receiv'd him 
favourably, and after ſome time allow'd for de- 
cent Courtſhip, and the inſpiring her with equal 
Paſſion, a day for the conſummation of their 
Loves was appointed. Bur while things were 
getting ready for the Solemnity, a Caprice en- 
ter'd the head of Geronte, he fear'd he was not 
ſo well belov'd by Celinda as he wiſh'd, and that 
he owed her conſent to this Match more to his 
own Importunity than her Inclinations. — He 
was too nicely delicate in his Paſſion, and cou'd 
not bear to be indebted for his Happineſs toa 
leſs Motive than an adequate Tenderneſs and 
mutual Deſire. The modeſty of Celinda's Be- 
haviour confirm'd his jealous fear, that ſhe felt 
for him nothing more than a cold Eſteem, or at 
beſt a Friendſhip, —— her Virgin Baſhfulneſs 
obliging her to conceal thoſe thrilling Wiſhes, 
thoſe Palpitations of an amorous Inclination, he 
believ'd her ſenſible of none. Like a Miſer he 
pined amidſt a ſcene of Plenty, and grew un- 
able to enjoy the Treaſure he was ambitious 
of. — Exceſſively diſcontented in his Mind, he 
at laſt reſolv'd- to make trial of her love, and 
the means he invented to do it, was to put off 
the Marriage juſt on the day in which it vas 
intended to be celebrated. — He made no ex- 
cuſe to her for behaving in this manner, or at 
leaſt took care it ſhould be ſuch a one as no 
Woman could approve of from the Man il 
lov'd. —— His deſign was in this, to fee in 
what manner ſhe would reſent, which it ſhe 
did not do in the moſt outrageous degree, he 


would then be convinc'd of her Infenfibility; 
FD | | judging} 
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judging, and indeed with reaſon, that a real 
and ardent Paſſion, when ill treated, turns to 
the ſevereſt Indignation —— He wiſh'd no- 
thing more than that ſhe would draw his own 
Sword, and attempt to run him through the 
Heart, and ſincerely pray'd that he might ſee 
her guilty of ſome wild effect of Deſpair z the 
more extravagant it was, the more he ſhould be 
convinc'd that ſhe had lov'd with an equal pro- 
portion. The Day ſo much defir'd by both 
(tho' for different reaſons) at laſt arriv'd ; early 
in the Morning he went to viſit her, and finding 
her encompaſs'd with her Milliner, Mantua- 
maker, 'Tire-Woman, and other Perſons, which 
were to adorn her for the Wedding, he call'd 
her aſide, and related to her the Story he had 
nrented for breaking off, at leaſt for a time. 
It would be in vain for me to attempt to relate 
what it was ſhe felt while he was talking to her, 
all words would come far ſhort of the reality, 
and but injure her mighty Sufferings ; therefore 
| ſhall only ſay, that they ſurpaſs'd her own 
power of utterance, as they do my deſcrip- 
tion. She made very little reply, and when he 
took his leave, made no attempt to ſtay him, 'or 
to do any deed of deſperation ; but this was ſo 
far from being occaſion'd by Careleſſneſs, or 
want of Tenderneſs, that it was wholly the re- 
rerſe, which joining with amazement, over- 
whelm'd her Soul, and render'd her unable either 
to complain or to revile. She fell into a 
dv oon after his departure, from which ſhe was 
rot but with great difficulty recover'd ; but as 
loo1 as the power of Thought return'd, and 
Refleion refum'd its ſway in her diſorder'd 
brain, ſhe conceal'd as much as poſſible her 
Chagrin from the Obſervation of thoſe about 
; | * her, 
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her, and diſmiſſing them with an Order to come 
again, retir d to her Cloſer, and began to con- 
ſider what in ſuch a circumſtance would beſt be- 


come her to do. That decent Pride, and 
regard of Reputation which all Women of Ho- 
nour ought to have, told her it would be an 
indignity to herſelf to let him know the Secret 
of her Grief ; to expreſs herſelf in any 
terms which ſhould make him think ſhe could 
not live without him, ſhe look'd upon as both 
mean-ſpirited and vain ; yet her ſurprize having 
prevented her from hearing ſome part of what 
he ſaid to her, and deſirous of a farther Expla- 
nation, ſhe took Pen and Paper, and writ to 
him in this manner. 


To the Ungenerous & E RONT E. 


WH EN I conſented to be yours, I flatter d myſelf Þ 
with an Opinion, that of the two you thought our- 
ſelf the moſt happy; and as my Gratitude for your 
feign d Paſſion was the greateſt Motive which induced 
me to make you that promiſe, my Friendſhip for you 
makes me very eaſy in your abſolving me of it. I'would 
have all thoſe to whom I wiſh well, pleaſe themſelves 
in every thing, and am ſo far from reſenting your 
Behaviour in this Point, that I fincerely wiſh you 
may be able to anſwer it to yourſelf ; and to prove 
that I do ſo, defire you will ſend me an account it 
writing of * Reaſons which have obliged you to 
alter your Intentions. == I doubt not but they are 
ſuch as are conſonant with Reaſon ; andif ſo, I ſhall bt 
one of the firſt to approve them. I only wiſh you 
been able to have judg'd of your own Inclinations be- 
fore this day, not only becauſe our proceeding fo far 


has given me ſome trouble which I might have ſpar 
| myſelf, 
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myſelf, but alſo that I fear you will find it difficult 
after what has paſs'd berween us, to make the World 
ſelieve you are the Man of Honour you have appear d 
1» be, or that you once were thought to be by 


The Injured CE LINDA. 


P. S. If you yet retain any defire of obliging me, 
ju muſt expreſs it in ſending me an immediate An- 
ſwer, 


It was with an inexpreſſible Agony of Mind 
that ſhe ſuppreſs'd the ſtruggling Paſſions enough 
to enable her to write to him in this cool and 
temperate manner; but that which was the ef- 
fets of her diſcretion, he miſconſtrued as oc- 
calion'd by want of Tenderneſs: And every 
thing contributing to feed that unaccountable 
Chimera which had poſſeſſion of his Brain, he 
now believ'd himſelf fully aſſur d, that as Con- 
renience had oblig'd her to conſent to marry 
him, Pride alone had influenced her not to feel 
any uneaſineſs at the breaking it oft ; and as he 
really lov'd her to the greateſt exceſs that a 
Heart is capable of, endur d more than there is 
a poſſibility even of conceiving without having 
brſt felt the ſame——— The oftner he read 
her Letter, the more he thought himſelf con- 
vine d that his conjectures had but too certain a 
foundation, and when he came to that part of 
it, in which ſhe tells him that Gratitude was 
the principal inducement to engage her to marry 
him, Aye, (cry'd he to himſelf ) I at firſt be- 
lier d it no otherwiſe, but I am now aſſur'd ir 


uas leſs even than that. Gratitude in time 


may ripen into Love, and Friendſbip, as ſhe calls 
| it, 
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it, ill rewarded will turn to Hate.— If either 
of theſe tender Motions had ever had poſſeſſion 
of her Heart, ſhe could not with this tranquil 
Air have borne an Afront ſuch as I have offer's. 
True Love is nice, tenacious of its Pre- 
rogative, jealous of every thing, and even at the 
appearance of a Slight, converts itſelf to Rage ; 
the ſofteſt Tempers become all Fury, when 
Tenderneſs abus'd provokes to Vengeance, — 
yet is Celinda calm, the fair Inſenfible moves, 
and looks, and writes, with uſual Mildneſs, nor 
feels one grain of all that mighty load of An- 
guiſh which preſſes down the poor undone G- 
ronte's Heart! In this manner did the diſtrac- 
tion of his Mind compel him to rave: at laſt, 
taking up the Letter again, and obſerving the 
Poſtſcript ; ſhe requires an anſwer, ( ſaid be) 
an anſwer ſhe ſhall have, — but it ſhall be ſuch 
a one (continued he, fiercely) as ſhall alarm her 
Pride. My Paſſion is not of that tame enduring B 
nature as is hers; my Love rejected and my 
Hopes defeated, cry for revenge.— She ſhall at 
leaſt ſhare ſome part of the Agonies ſhe inflias! 
She ig no Woman, if perſonal Reflections can- 
not move her! I'll wound her in the ten- 
dereſt part, her Vanity! In this humour 
did he fit him down to write, and following 
only the dictates of his miſtaken Rage, expreſs d 
it in theſe ſpiteful Lines 


To the greateſt Coquette of her Sex, 
the vain affected CE LINDA4: 


HE pains you take to attraf# the Devoirs of 
4 Mankind, among the yeſt had that effeft on me, 
to create a Curioſity of knowing how Women of your 
humour behave on a nearer Converſation. — 1 a pt 2 
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jou, it muſt be a Face infinitely more Leholden to 
Nature than yours, which could engage me in a ſe- 
rious Paſſion, nor do I believe I ſhould think the moſt 
teautiful worthy ſo dear a price as Liberty. 
| never had the leaſt thought of marrying you, but 
lecauſe I ſaw you put on an Air as if you expected it, 
[was contented to humour it for a time, but the Jeſt 
beginning to grow ſtale, and having ſome other Affairs 
uw my hands of a more weighty kind, I came this 
Morning to yndeceive you ; but fince what I then ſaid 
t you is not ſufficient to abate that unconquerable Va- 
wity of yours, and you defire a farther Reaſon for my 
Behaviour, I give it you now at full, and hope you 
wil give yourſelf no more trouble about 


Your humble Servant 


at a Diſtance, 


GERONTE. 


If (continued the Deity) you know any thing 
of the diſpoſition of that Sex, you will not need 
to be inform'd that an Epiſtle, ſuch as this, 
muſt fire the gentleſt of them with the utmoſt 
extravagance of Rage. Celinda was indeed a 
Woman of Merit, and had as little ſhare of 
that Vanity of which he accus'd her, as any of 
her Sex ; but yet ſhe could not find herſelf 
affronted in terms ſo rude and groſs, without 
reſenting it in the moſt violent manner. 
Not only to be forſaken, but ill treated alſo, and 
abuſed by che Man ſhe lov'd above her Life, 
Was not only terrible to be borne, but as ic 
came from a Man who had the Character of the 
ſtricteſt Honour, and to whom ſhe had never 
given 
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given the leaſt occaſion for the Reproaches he 
made her, appear'd ſo confounding and amazing 
that ſcarce could ſhe believe her Senſes. _< 
Convinc'd, however, by reflection, of the 'Truth 
ſhe began to conſider him as either mad, or un- 
worthy of the Eſteem with which ſhe had re- 
garded him; and grief and wonder giving way 
to rage, when ſhe was in the higheſt pitch of it 
that mortal can be, a Gentleman came to viſit 
her, one who long had lov'd her ; and hearing 
her marriage with Geronte was put off, took that 
opportunity, hoping it might be a favourable 
one, to renew his Addrefles : It prov'd ſo, in- 
deed, beyond his expectations; for ſtung to the 
Soul at the unexampled Ill-uſage of the Man 
ſhe lov'd, deſpairing of retrieving him, and 
reſolving never to attempt it, to put it wholly 
out of her power therefore to do ſo, and to con- 
vince him that ſhe was not deſtitute of a Lovet 
more faithful than himſelf, ſhe not only liſtned 
with more attention than ſhe had ever done be- 
fore to the declarations of this other, but alſo 
promis'd to marry him. 'The Tranſport he was 
in at a Succeſs ſo much above his expectations 
was proportionab'e to the Paſſion he then had for 
her, and fearing a ſecond Alteration in her Hu- 
mour leſs to his advantage than this had been, 
preſs'd her for the performance of her Promiſe 
that very minute: "The ſame reaſons which had 
induced her to make it, join'd with his En- 
treaties to prevail on her to confirm it, and ſhe 
was indeed a Bride the Evening of that very 
Day ſhe intended to be ſo, tho of a different 
Man. . 
Scarce had the new- wedded Pair receiv d the 
good- morrow from any of their Friends, before 


Ceronte, to whom this news was e 
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reported, flew to the Houſe, diſtracted with 
-xtremity of Deſpair, to know the certainty of 
that ill Fate which his own jealous Folly and 
Caprice had drawn upon himſelf ; which when 
he had learn'd from the Mouth of the Bride- 
groom himſelf, (for Celinda refuſed to ſee him) 
he fell into Agonies which excited the Com- 

ſion of all who ſaw him: in his Ravings he 
lt fall Expreſſions which betray'd the Cauſe of 
his Misfortune, and made Celinda the moſt mi- 
ſerable Woman in the World in having thus 
zaſhly put it out of her power to reward a 
paſſion ſo ſincere, ſo ardently tender as that 
which even his very Rudeneſs now demonſtrated, 
—His Servants were oblig'd to put him by force 
into his Chair, and carry him from her Houſe ; 
the ſight of every thing in it, and above all 
the preſence of him who was now become the 
Maſter of it, encreaſing the Miſery of his Con- 
dition. But alas! the change of place made 
no alteration in his behaviour, and they ſoon 
perceiv'd it was not a ſudden ſtart of Paſſion, 
but a ſettled Frenzy which had ſeiz'd him, 
which not all the Art of the moſt skilful Phy- 
ſicians could remove, and which in a little time 
depriv'd him of Life. Almoſt in the Pangs 
which ſeparated the Soul from the Body, the 
great Jupiter was pleaſed to reſtore him the uſe 
of his Reaſon, which he employ'd in writing to 
Clinda an account of the firſt riſe and occaſion 
of that Folly which had render'd both ſo un- 
happy; and then, as if he had no further buſi- 
neſs either with Life or Reaſon, relaps'd into 
his former Diſorders, and expir'd. 

What he had written to Celinda, with a nar- 
ntive of his Sufferings, being brought to her, 


only ſerv'd to give an addition of diſquiet to 
Vor. II. P that 


id! 
that afflicted Lady, who was already preſs 
with more than ſhe had Courage to- ſuſtain, 
Her Husband, convinc'd that ſhe had married 
him but in Malice to Geronte, ſoon grew cool in 
his AﬀeCtions, and in a little time unkind and 
cruel : which, join'd to her own ſecret Remorſe 
and Grief for the Misfortunes and Death of 
Geronte, threw her at length into a ſecret Dil: 
eafe, which depriv'd her alſo of Life. 

Thus (purſu'd the God of Soul- diſſolving Fire, u 
his attentive Gueſt) have I ſhow'd you an Inſtance 
how dangerous it is to trifle with that Sex, who, 
for the moſt part, are impatient enough in their 
Paſſions, to ruin their own Peace, if by it they 
have a proſpe& of deſtroying that of the Man 
who has offended them. Even a Parent's Power, 
when exercis'd with too much Rigour, they 
throw off : An appearance therefore of Indul- 
gence, muſt always gild the bitter Pill of Com- 
mand, or you in vain will wiſh to find Obe 
dience. | 

While the divine Inſtructor was proceeding in 
theſe Reflections, the happy Coachman retum 
with his condeſcending Lady, and having put 
her into the Chariot, drove away with as muci 
ſpeed as he had come; bur they were ſcarce! 
out of fight, when a Chaiſe appear'd, which, 
tho* drawn but by one Horſe, and without any 
Equipage attending it, had yet ſome Marks and 
Tokens which difcover'd that the Owner ves 
of Quality: There was in it a Gentleman and: 
Lady, and tho' they paſs'd very ſwiftly by, the 
Rage which appear d in the Face of the one, and 
Confuſion in the other, made our Traveller ima- 
gine, they were going on ſome extraordmry 
Adventure. See there! ( ſaid the Deity) the 0 


effects of forced Inclination, and let no Conſt 
deration 
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deration move thee ever to wed, till in thy 
Breaſt my prompting Influence reigns. 


Never were there a Pair more truly wretched 


than are thoſe which juſt now palſs'd us; yet is 
t not the want of Wealth, nor State, nor Titles, 
but Love alone, which makes them ſo. | 
Deſpiſing him, whom Law obliges her to re- 
zerence, the tranſgreſſing Wife takes all Op- 
rtunities in diſhonouring him, and in the Act 
of Wantonneſs, proves the double pleaſure of 
Revenge and Love. She is deſcended from 
a Family eminent for Intrigue on the one ſide, 
and Cruelty on the other. —— Her Grand- 
father being by the Sovereign of this Iſland made 
Governour of a Province under him, he exer- 
cis d his Authority in ſo arbitrary and bloody a 
manner, puniſhing every little Offence either 
with Death or Torture, that he was juſtly call'd 
thoſe poor Wretches, The Lover of Horrors! 

fince indeed he ſeem'd to take pleaſure in no 
other Spectacles. His Wife was the only Perſon 
who oftended him, yet *ſcap'd the effects of his 
Fury; but there was ſomething of a Dotage for 
her in his ſavage Soul, much of the ſame nature 
with that I have deſcrib'd to you of Maltolius, 
which withheld his Power from hurting her, 
tho* ſhe gave him all rhe Provocations which 
the moſt diſſolute Life could do. A Daughter 
of this equally deteſted Pair, inheriting the Vi- 
ces of them both, was married to a young 
Nobleman worthy of a better fate; his Ver- 
tue made him hateful to her, and before he 
bad been one Year her Husband, ſhe contriv'd 
a way to ſend him from the World, having liv'd 
all that time in a criminal Intimacy with her 
own Footman : Of that ſhameful Amour, rhe 


product was this Woman, who but with a ſmall 
of ſock 


2 
ſtock of Charms, and leſs of Honour and Re- 
putation, was, on the account of her vaſt For- 
tune, made the Bride of Bafilmenus, By Love 
and Promiſe devoted to another, Death could 
ſcarce have been more dreadful to him than this 
Marriage ; but the Commands of a too rigid 
Father, and the proſpe& of inevitable Ruin if 
he refus'd, oblig'd him to take ſhelter in Arms, 
which elſe he would have flown from. The 
ſweetneſs of his Diſpoſition, however, and the 
conſideration of what he ow d to his own Cha- 
rater, would have oblig'd him to have uſed het 
well, had ſhe behav'd with any tolerable Deco- 
rum : But far from renouncing the Vices of her 
Family, or taking warning from the Hatred their 
Actions had drawn upon them, ſhe ſeems to glory 
in unvanquiſhable Wickedneſs. — She fhuns the 
Converſe of all but ſuch who, like herſelf, are 
abandon'd to Debauchery. —— In the Com- 
pany of the moſt profeſs d Libertines does ſhe 
paſs her days, and prides herſelf in. diſturbing 
with inceſſant Clamours, that Repoſe which is 
owing to the Nights, reigning a very Tyrant 
over her Domeſticks, and the Fi ury of her Huſ- 
band's Peace. — For the Gratification of her 
looſe Deſires, ſhe is never without ſome indi- 
gent Enamorato, who for Gain pretends to fee} 
that Paſſion which ſhe has not Lovelineſs to in. 
fpire. A thouſand Circumſtances have concurrd 
to prove her guilty of this Crime, as well as 
others; but never till this day could Bafilmenu 
confirm it by ocular demonftration. — Hapning 
to return much ſooner than was expected from a 
little Country- Journey, he caught her in the 
very Act of Shame with a Mechanick, who 
came to her under the pretence of rectifying 


fomething about the Furniture of the * 


(. 213) 

He contented him ſelf with ordering the Fellow 
to be heartily cudgel'd by two of his Footmen : 
and having commanded the Chaiſe to be made 
ready, forced the Lady to go into it with him, 
telling her he would endeavour an expedient to 
cure that immoderate Heat in her Blood. 
They are now gone to that part of the River 
which runs into the Ægean Ocean; there he de- 
fgns to plunge and hold her down, till one Ralf 
Moment added would rid him of his Torment, 
and put it paſt her power ever to offend him 
more. By this time have they reach'd the 
Brink of that impetuous Current, which, 
ſmoothly as ir here glides on, is rough and hor- 
rid there. I hear her Shrieks and his re- 
lentleſs Threats; ſhe owns her fault —— 
profeſſes penitence, and ſwears henceforth to be 
a faithful and obedient Wife ; — but unbe- 
lieving all her Proteſtations, and hardned by 
repeared Injuries, he ſcorns her forc'd Contri- 
tion, — Still does he keep her trembling Limbs 
beneath the rapid Waves, whoſe every Daſh 
ſtrikes Terror to her guilty Soul ; — Death in 


its moſt dreadtul form, attended by a thouſand 


Fiends, ſeem riding on the Billows, and gaping 
to devour her, — but juſt as they are about to 
ſeize the affrighted Prey, he ſnatches her from 
the deluded graſp ; — panting and breathleſs, 


numb'd with cold and fear, he throws her on 


the graſſy Bank, till the enlivening Sun her vital 
Warmth reſtores, and with it Senſe of Pain; 
then with obdurate Rage, hurls her a ſecond 
time amidſt the Whirlpool. Now ſure to 


die, again ſhe weeps and begs, — but weeps 
and begs in vain, her Anguiſh is his Triumph, — 
he ſmiles with glutted Rage to ſee the various 
Agonies diſtorting all her Form, and in the ut- 

| P 3 moſt 
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moſt Horrors of her Deſpair, juſt when fhe 
thinks the Soul and Body parting, and all the 
dire Ideas of Futurity glare full upon her, then 
does he ask her, if ſhe'll again repeat the Joys of 
Luſt 2 —what Complexion, what Degree of Men 
beſt ſuit her amorous Taſte 2 — Tells her he is 
her beſt Phyſician, and that theſe refreſhing 
Bathings will be of admirable uſe to a Lady d 
ſo much fire in her Conſtitution ; Wand vith 
deriding Air, begs her to exert that Spirit, of 
which on other occaſions ſhe has demonſtrated 
to have ſo great a ſhare. — Thus does he con- 
tinue to torment her, till Nature can indeed en- 
dure no more, and he muſt ceaſe, or put an 
end to Life. Now is ſhe a ſecond time 
put into the Chaiſe, where, unable to fir, ſhe 
lies acroſs with her Head beneath his Feet, — 
They are returning, but the ſight of them will 
add nothing to the Neſcription I have given 
you: Let us now turn to Subjects more de- 
ſerving your attention. 

Behold (continued he, pointing to a ſtately Dum 
fituated on the other fide the Rider, and at a lit: 
i tance from it) the Manſion of Argaſpe, a Man 
ot mean Birth and Education, bur by the partial 
Favour of ſome great ones, has been thought 
worthy of ſome Employments, which, knowing 
how to make the moſt advantage of, have given 
him rhe Opportunity of amaſſing a vaſt Sum 
Money. He purchaſed an Eſtate of a Per- 
ſon, whole too great Liberality and Good-nature 
had reduced to the neceſſity of parting with it: 
This unhappy Gentleman had a Daughter, whoſe 
Beauty and other extraordinary Accompliſh- 
ments, in a Nation leſs devoted to Pecunia, one 
would have thought might have entitled her toà 


Match great enough to have retriev'd the Mir 
"_ fortunes 
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ſortunes of her Family; but tho' there were 
10t a few, who languiſh'd for ſo deſirable an 
Object, yet the knowledge that ſhe had no 
vrtune, deterr'd them from making any honou- 
uble Pretenſions to her, as the Character of her 
Vertue, and that becoming Reſerve with which 
ſhe always bebav'd herſelf, did their Endeavours 
of a contrary nature. This young and bloom- 
ing Virgin, by ſome unfortunate Chance, hapned 
into the Company of Argaſpe, who growing 
enamour d of her Charms from the firſt Moment 
he beheld them, thought of nothing but the 
means to make himſelf Maſter of them. 'To 
marry her, was not conſiſtent with his avaricious 
diſpoſition, and to ſollicite her on any other 
terms, he foreſaw would be in vain; the only 
Method therefore which he could promiſe him- 
ſelf in taking, was to make her Vertue the Dupe 
of his Deſigns, and by addreſſing her in a man- 
ner which ſhe ſhould think it her chief Intereſt 
to admit, work her by degrees to an Inclination, 
the Advantage of which would be wholly his, 
and terminate at laſt in her undoing. Having 
laid this Scheme of Villany, the firſt ſtep he 
took to accompliſh it, was, to make a Viſit to 
the old Gentleman, and accoſting him with an 
Air of the extremeſt Regard, —— Sir, (faid he) 
have had the bleſſing of ſeeing your fair Daugh- 
ter, and have the higheſt Eſteem for her, —— 
thoſe perſonal Perfections which Nature has been 
pleas'd to endue her with, cannot fail of exciting 
the moſt tender and paſſionate Deſires in all who 
ſee her; but that Modeſty with which her 
Charms are accompanied, and thoſe excellent 
and infinitely more valuable Graces of the Mind, 
which your Example and Precept have impreſs'd 
en her, while they check all looſe Deſires, render 
| P4 her 
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her worthy of a much more elevated State than 
I can pretend to raiſe her to. ——But (continued 
he) it the moſt faithful Reſpe&, and fervent 
Admiration of her Vertues, may entitle me to 
ſome intereſt in her Affection, and your Appro- 
bation, none ſhould endeavour more to merit the 
Title of your Son than will Argaſpe. You may 
eaſily believe the Joy, which a Propoſal ſo ſeem- 
ingly advantageous muſt create in the Mind of 
one of the moſt tender Fathers in the World — 
He had lamented his Misfortunes chiefly on the 
account of this darling Child, and to be told 
that it was in her power to put herſelf in poſ- 
ſeſſion of all that his ill Fate had taken from him, 
gave him a pleaſure which can only be con- 
ceiv d. — He was no leſs charm'd with the 
Generoſity of Argaſpe, and reply'd_to what he 
ſaid in terms which gare the other no cauſe to 
doubt but that half his work was done. 
He call'd the young Lady to him, and acquaint- 
ing her with the Honour he intended her, 
charg'd her to receive him as the Man appointed 
by Heaven to reſtore her to that Proſperity, 
which they ſo lately had deplor'd the loſs of — 
It was with modeſt Bluſhes, but no reluctance, 
that Lamira, ( for ſo was this young Charmer cal d 
liſtned to theſe Commands: the Perſon and Be- 
haviour of Argaſpe was agreeable enough to 
make her ſatisfy'd with the Propoſal he 
made her, even tho' it had been of leſs conſe- 
quence to her Intereſt; but every thing con- 
curring to render the Eſteem ſhe was beginning 
to conceive for him the effect of Prudence as 
well as Inclination, ſhe thought ſhe could not 
without being guilty of a Sin to the former put 
a conſtraint on the latter. — Love, Duty, In- 


tereſt, Gratitude, all oblig'd her to thas 
im 


(217) 

kim with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, and to treat 
him as a Perſon whoſe Generoſity deſerv'd ſhe 
mould forego all the reſerye with which ſhe hi- 
therto had carried herſelf to Mankind.— He had 
leave to viſit her as often as he pleas'd, and as 
long, nor were any Hours thought unſeaſonable ; 
all other Company or Attachments gave way at 
his approach, nor were there any modeſt Liber- 
ties deny'd him. Thus far had his Artifices 
prevail'd, and perceiving he had eſtabliſh'd in 
her Soul ſomewhat more than what could be 
influenc'd by the Commands of a Father, or the 
proſpe& of Advantage, he began to think it now 
time for the execution of his baſe Deſign, —— 
They were frequently alone together, and he 
had many Opportunities for attempting it, but 
the Innocence and Confidence ſhe repos'd in his 
Honour and Reſpect, prevented him for a good 
while from offering any thing to her prejudice. 
——[c was a Cruelty to wrong her, which he 
could not preſently commit, tho” he had reſelv'd 
on it, — Some little ſparks of Good-nature 
would at ſome times prompt him to the perfor- 
mance of his Promiſe to her Father; but then 
immediately thoſe vertuous Inclinations were 
quell'd by the more prevailing Avarice of his 
Diſpoſition, and the Paſſion which her Perfections 
bad in reality inſpir'd him with, leaving him not 
the poſſibility of living without enjoying her, it 
ſeem'd to him a kind of neceſſity ; and he accus'd 
humſelf of Weakneſs and Irreſolution, in havin 

ſo long deferr*d the Accompliſhment of his De- 
ſires, He was encourag'd in the deter- 
mination of ruining her by Ruffilius, an inti- 
mate Acquaintance of his, and one of the moſt 
debauch'd Men of the Age: What, languiſh for 
a Woman, ( ſaid he) whom you have in your 
2 power! 
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power! — I would fain ſee the Face which gave 
me Deſire, and at the ſame time inſpir d me with 
an Awe which could render me incapable of ful- 
filling that Deſire— Tis beneath the Dignity of a 
Man to waſte one Hour in awe-check d Wiſhes— 
Were the Goddeſs of Virginity, cold. Diana, on 
Earth, and had a Form to pleaſe me, even her 
Immortality ſhould not eſcape my Vigour ! 
I would enjoy, then leave her to reflect at lei- 
ſure, whileI to new, untaſted Joys directed my 
roving Thoughts, regardleſs of her 'Threatnings 
or Complainings. This Advice, fo agreeable to 
the Diſpoſition of him to whom it was addreſs'd, 
ſoon diſſipated all the little Regret which hither- 
to had been the Protection of Lamira, and he 
aſſur d Ruffilius that the next time they met, he 
ſhould ſee him triumphant with the Spoils of 
ruin'd Chaſtity, and in a condition which ſhould 
enable him to talk of that fair Engroſſer of his 
Soul withleſs Emotions. 'Thoſe Reſolutions which 
are conformable to a vicious Inclination, are with 
infinitely more eaſe maintain'd, than thoſe which 
lead to the thorny Paths of Vertue.— Argaſpe was 
now confirm'd in Villany, and bent to be deterrd 
by nothing in the proſecution of his licentious 
Wiſhes ;- to compaſs which, he feign'd a Buſinels 
of the utmoſt Moment, in which he intreated the 
Father of Lamira to befriend him. Tis not to be 
1magin'd that he ſhould be deny'd any thing by 
a Perſon who look'd on him already as part of lis 
Family, and to whom he believ'd himſelf to 
much oblig d. The Affair which he pre- 

tended, was this; He told him that having len: 
a very large Sum of Money to a Perſon who had 
been an intimate Friend, but was now about to 
leave the Iſland, he would willingly have bim 


ſtay d, and ſecur d by proper Officers, but = 
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they being for the moſt part ſuch as would take 
2 Bribe, he could not repoſe any Confidence in 
them, without ſome Friend in whom he might 
confide to overlook their Behaviour. Now, 
(ſaid he) ſhould I accompany them myſelf, I am 
too well acquainted with my own eaſy Nature, 
not to know that the ſame Arguments which 
prevail'd on me to lend ſo great a Sum, would 
{ill prevent me from taking thoſe meaſures I 
ought to do for the recovery of it. I 
therefore take the liberty to commiſſion you, 
who cannot if you would forgive what is not 
your own, to take this charge upon you, having 
no Perſon whom I dare ſo much depend on, 
either for their Zeal or Integrity in an occaſion 
ſuch as this. The credulous old Man having 
readily undertaken the Affair, equip'd himſelf 
with Horſes and Perſons proper to aſſiſt him in 
it, and ſet forward on his Journey, the end of 
which was above twenty Leagues from his own 
Houſe; the cunning Argaſpe having laid the Plot 
to ſend him roo far to return immediately, to the 
end that he might have time to reconcile his 
Daughter by his Artifices to the Violence he 
deſign'd to offer to her, in caſe ſhe conſented 


not to his Deſires by gentle means. This only 


Guardian of her Honour being remov'd, and 
the fair Prey defenceleſs, he loſt not a Moment 
of the long d for Time, but haſted to her Houſe : 
She, little ſuſpecting his Intent, receiv'd him as 
ſhe was accuſtom'd to do, with modeſt Kind- 
neſs and a chearful Welcome, nor did he at his 
firſt Approach diſcover any thing which could 
give her cauſe to abate her uſual Confidence. 
Being alone, under the pretence of diverting 
ber Melancholy, he deſir'd to ſup with her, 
Which ſhe conſented to with pleaſure ; but - 
; too 
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took care in filling out the Wine to mingle ſome: 
thing in it of a more intoxicating kind, which 
thoꝰ ſhe drank of but with moderation, had the 

effect he aim'd at, to dethrone her Reaſon, and 
in its room raile wild Ideas in her giddy Brain, 
—— Soon ſhe appear d another Woman, — her 
Eyes with ſtrange and wanton Motions roll', 
— her Tongue, unuſed but to reply with (low 
and modeſt Anſwers, now run inceſſantly, and 
blabb'd unask'd the Secrets of her Heart. — 
A thouſand and a thouſand times ſhe ſaid ſhe 
lov'd him, —— and when his roving Hands, 
encouraged by her Fondneſs, preſum'd to wander 
o'er all the Beauties of her ſnowy Breaſt, nay, 
ſtray to liberties yet leſs excuſeable, ſcarce did 
ſhe repulſe the Boldneſs. ——Thoſe Lips, which 
till this Moment he had never dar'd to kiſs but 
with the utmoſt Reverence and humble Awe, he 
now gevour'd, and uncontroll'd fed on her 
balmy Breath, till quite diſſolv'd and loſt in 
ruinous Delight, ſhe yielded to his preſſures, 
and with eaſe reſignd that Treaſure which a 
few Moments before ſhe would have died for 
the preſervation of.— Thus did the wicked 
Argaſpe, as he had promis'd Ruffilius, triumph 
o'er the Spoils of violated Chaſtity and Virgin- 
Honour ! —— Luxurious Appetite could form 
no Wiſh beyond what he enjoy'd. — The infa- 
tuated Maid with laviſh Fondneſs aided all his 
Raptures, and unknowing what ſhe did, re- 
new'd Deſire, and urg'd him to repeated Vio- 
lations.— The Night far ſpent, ſcarce could 
he get looſe from her Embraces ; but unwilling 
the Servants ſhould entertain any ſuſpicion of 
what he intended ſhould be, at leaſt for a time, 
kept ſecret, he broke from her, aſſuring be 


would be with her in the Morning early : But, 
alas 
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das! the Morning brought with it other In- 
dinations to them both; he fully ſatiated with 
the luſcious Banquer, had now no farther Long- 
ings nor Impatience: But for Lamira ! when at 
the dawn of Day, Sleep lefr her Eyes, that 
deep which was to be the laſt ſhe c'er ſhould 
take in peace, and thoſe pernicious Spirits which 
had ſo far transform'd her Mind, evaporated and 
work'd off, Reaſon return'd, and Thought, 
ind Recollection had their uſual power, ne'er 
lid the Sun behold ſo loſt a Creature 
With Horror and Amazement did ſhe look back 
on the Tranſactions of the laſt guilty Night — 
With Agonies intolerable view the proſpect of 
her enſuing Shame! — Much did ſhe blame 
Aaſpe, but more herſelf, nor could imagine 
what Magick had bewitch'd her. — Amidſt 
that rack of Reaſon and contuſion of the Senſes, 
Memory alone, for an addition to her Miſery, 
remain'd untouch'd, and free from the-Enchant- 
nent: — She forgot not the ſmalleſt Circum- 
lance of the infamous Delight, which Vertue, 
now reſum'd, render'd deteſtable in reflection. 
Among the reſt, the Appointment ſhe 
had made with the Author of her Undoing, 
came freſh into her Mind, and nothing ſeem'd 
ſo terrible as the ſight of him, after what had 
pals'd between them. In the firſt Emotions 
« her Deſpair, ſhe was for putting an end to 
ber Life and the Misfortunes of it at once; but 
that Religion which teaches rather to bear 
al Ils than cut that Thread which Heaven- 
cammiſſion d Atropos prolongs, prevented her; 
ind that Principle of Honour which forbad 
ber to do a baſe Action by any one, encouraging 
ber to believe Argaſpe was of the ſame Diſpo- 
non, gave her ſome hope ſhe might retrieve all 
yet: 


(in) 
but reſolving not to ſee him till the v 
afſur'd of his Integrity, ſhe compos'd herſelf ax 
well as ſhe could to write theſe few Lines, 
either to prevent his coming, or oblige him to 


came in ſuch a manner as ſhould reſtore her to 
that 'Tranquillity he had robb'd her of. 


To the Cruel 4 RGAS PE. 


I F learn d in Sciences, or skil d to trace Heaven 

myſtick Meanings in its ftarry Index, tell me, 0 
thou Undoer of my Honour, what malignant Planet 
had influence laſt Night ? — What Fae to God 
_ neſs inſpir'd thy Breaſt with fuch pollnted Wiſbes, aud 
prompted me to Deeds my Soul abhoys, and ſpudders 
but to think of ! — Twas Madneſs ſare, mere Mad- 
neſs in us both ! —— Ton could not elſe have bukt 
thro” all the Laws of Hoſpitality, nor wrong'd a Maid, 
whoſe Honour, if Vows have any power to bind, muſt 
ſoon become your own ; nor could I have been ſo lift 
Vertue and to Fame, nay even to Prudence and 1 
Intereſt, unleſs ſome Demon had poſſeſs'd us both. — 
Oh Arpgaſpe | the remembrance of that Scene of Git 
and Shame is dreadful to me, and 1 could even halt 
myſelf and you ; nay, renounc ing all Religion, tut 
Blaſphemer, accuſe Heaven of my Crime, axd curſe 
my Guardian Angel, who, too remiſs and careleſs q 
the Charge committed to his Care, abandon'd me 1 
ruin. — Tet is it ſtill in your power to retrieve all, 
to ſave my Soul from Deſpair, and your own from 
the gut of having contributed to it. I have ſw" 
never to ſee you, till I can look on you with Howwr 
if then you deſign to viſit me this Morning, come nn 
_ unaccompanied by a Prieft, who, by that Cover") 
which makes the Act of Love a Vertue, may ſanfif 
what we have done, Til this be perform * ; 
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have wot Courage enough to behold the Sun, to meet 
my Father's Preſence, nor can think of you but with 
the utmoſt Horror. — Oh then be ſpeedy to preſerve 
my Fame, reſtore me to my Peace, and yourſelf to the 
favour of the offended Gods, and the Affection of the 
otherwiſe © A 1 


Moſt Wretched, 
moſt Undone, 
moſt Guilty, 
LAMIR 4. 


What effect this Epiſtle had on him, you may 
$ by the Hiſtory I have given you of his 
ſpoſition, and the means by which he acquir'd 

the Poſſeſſion of this unhappy Beauty 3 bur 

careful not to drive her to Extremes, which 
might too ſoon diſcover all, and more confirm'd 
than ever in his Reſolution never to do whar ſhe 
expected from him, he ſent her by the ſame 
Meſſenger this Reply. 


To the Unjuſt LAMIR 4. 


20 accuſe me and yourſelf, too ſcrupulous Char- 
mer ! of a Fault which never was eſteem'd ſo in 
the Eye of Heaven, What tho we anticipated the 
Ceremony of the Church, and ſnatch'd thoſe Joys 
which both were deſtin d for, ſome Hours and Days, 
perhaps, before the time — Can a few words of Forne 
by Man invented, and mumbled over by a dull Prieft 


that's paid for what he does, convert to Virtue, that 
which 
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which in itſelf is Vice ? —Oh no ; a Woman of your 
good Senſe and Underſtanding muſt know better, == 

e Joys of Love can ne er be term d Pollution, bus 
when Variety of Objetts adulterates the Flame; our 
Souls, I hope, are more cemented than ever, to be 
guilty of that Crime. — I am convinc d we ne er can 
be but for each other : Why then is what we have 
done, or what we yet ſhall do, an Argument of Guilt 
or Shame ? Tou are already as much my Wife, as that 
Solemnity you require can make you, tho for your Sa- 
tiſfaction that too ſhortly ſhall enſue. But, my Dear] 
ſhould we too raſhly hurry up this matter, now in your 
Father's abſence, no Gueſts invited, no Preparations 
to make it ſuch as would become our Quality, or my 
Lamira's Merit, the World would wonder at the 
Suddenneſs, and perhaps ſuſpect the Cauſe, ——— 
By an Over- nicety, you would expoſe what you are ſo 
careful to conceal. — Be eaſy, therefore, till every 
thing may appear as it was at firſt defignd, andbe 
aſſur d the only Crime you have been guilty of, is in 
wounding with the knowledge of your Diſquiet and 
unjuſt Suſpicions the Soul of him who will ever be 


His Ador'd Lamira's 
Moſt paſſionately Tender 
and ever Faithful 
ARGASPE. 


P. 8 I flatter myſelf with a hope that this will 
engage yon to recede from that cruel Reſolution Jou 
have taken of ſeeing me no more till the Celebration 
our Marriage, which would not only be dealing with too 
much ſeverity with me, but alſo be an Injury to your oun 


Fame, in giving the World room to enquire inta : 
Cauſe ; 
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Cauſe ; nor know I in what manner you ctuld excuſe 
ſuch a Behaviour to your Father, without letting him 


into a Secret you ſeem ſo fearful of betraying. 


She grew infinitely more eaſy than ſhe had 
been on the receipt of this Letter; ſhe had no- 
thing to obje& againſt his Reaſons for delaying 
the Marriage till hex Father's return, and be- 
leving him what he pretended to be, had no 
miſtruſt but that it then would be accompliſh'd. 
he could not however conſent to ſee him, 
being both by Nature and Education the moſt 
modeſt Creature that ever was 3 ſhe could nor 
think how much her Diſtraction had made her 
{in againſt that Vertue, and behold the Man 
who had been witneſs of ig, without being 
ready to die for Shame. Being convinc'd, how- 
ever, by another Billet from him the ſame day, 
that as he had been accuſtomed to viſit her at 
leaſt every Evening, to abſent himſelf on the 
ſudden would give room for ſuſpicion to the 
Yrvants, or as many as ſhoul@be told it, ſhe ar 
laſt permitted him to come; but with what E- 
motions, what Confuſion in her Eyes and Mind 
ſhe beheld him at his approach, can hardly be 
conceiv'd ! This ſeft Diſorder and unaffected 
Paſhfulneſs, gave an addition to her uſual 
Charms, and new-fir'd the Soul of Argaſpe with 
thoſe Deſires which he thought had been ex- 
tinguiſh's ;—— and burning for a ſecond Eu- 
joyment, he made uſe of his urmoſt Wit and 
Lloquence to perſuade her, that neither of them 
had been guilty of an offence to Vertue—Call d 
every God to witneſs that ſhe was his Wite, 
that he regarded her with the moſt pure and 
holy Flame, and that if he had look'd on the 
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| 87 
Conſummation of their Loves as a Diſhonour to 
her, he would have ſuffer'd Death rather than 
have been guilty of it. With how much eaſe are 
the Innocent deceiv'd, and how ready is deluded 
Humanity to credit what they love! Poor La- 
mira believing all he ſaid, at length grew calm, 
and with her Diſquiet her Shame too vaniſh'd; 
being perſuaded to conſider herſelf as his Wie, 
ſhe was without much difficulry prevail'd on to 
conſent that he ſhould treat her as ſuch, and 
Obedience being one of the moſt meritorious 
Duties of that Title, ſhe thought herſelf oblig'd 
by it to refuſe him nothing. Thus was 
ſhe brought by degrees to yield without reluc- 
rance to his Will, and to look on that as a Ver- 
tue, which before ſhe dreaded as a Vice. But 
now, alas ! approath'd the dreadful Proof that 
where a Paſſion 1s not juſtly eſtabliſhed, the 
chief Incentive to Deſire is the difficulty it meets 
with in its Gratification. A free Poſſeſſion 
and unlimited Enjoyment ſoon cool'd the tran- 
ſient Flame of falſe Argaſpe ; inſipid now ap- 
pear'd the Joys he lately languiſh'd for, and 
tireſome the fond Careſſes which were once ſo 
raviſhing. The Return of her Father de- 
priving them of thoſe Opportunities they had in 
his abſence, prevented the loſt Lamira from the 
| knowledge af her Misfortune for ſome time. 
That unſuſpecting Gentleman little imagining 
what had hapned in his abſence, was come back 
full of Concern that he had not been able to ex- 
ecute the Truſt repos'd in him, no ſuch Perſon 
being to be found in the place he was directed 
to purſue. Argaſpe made him many Retribu- 
tions for the trouble he had given himſelf, and 
told him withall, that having been miſinform d 


as to the name of the Sea-port where this pre- 
tended 


t 
n 
ended Debtor had intended to embark, he had 
now gain'd certain Intelligence of the right 
place, and that there was an indiſpenſible Ne- 
ceſſity for him to appear in the Affair himſelf; 
for which reaſon he muſt take his leave of him 
for alittle time. The old Gentleman would have 
eaſed him of the pains, and took a ſecond Jour- 
ney, or have accompanied him ; but the other, 
who had now no farther occaſion for his abſence, 
nor had any real Buſineſs in that part of the 
Country to which he ſaid he was going, told 
him it would be improper ; and having reiterated 
tis Promiſe both to the Father and Daughter of 
having the Marriage ſolemnized with the utmoſt 
Magnificence at his Return, he bad them Adieu 
with Deſigns in his Head of a far different na- 
ture than either of them imagin'd. 

Inſtead of going on Buſineſs, as he had ſaid, a 
little way into the Country, he embark'd in the 
Company of Ruffilius, and ſome other of his 
Acquaintance, for Utopia, where the old King 
being deceaſed, the Coronation of the ſucceed- 
ing Heir drew great Numbers of the Nobility 
and Gentry from all parts to be preſent at ſo au- 
guſt a Solemnity.— He had been gone ſome time 
before Lamira or her Father had any other Ap- 
prehenſions but thoſe pleaſing ones which the 
Expedations of his Return afforded ; but when 
they were inform'd of the Truth, that it was to 
Uvpia he had remov'd himſelf, and that no o- 
ther Affair than his Diverſion had occafion'd his 
taking leave of them with ſo much ſuddenneſs 
nd abruptneſs, a mortal Diſquiet ſeiz'd on the 
Minds of both ; the old Gentleman preſently 
believ'd his Confidence had been abuſed, and 
that either by the Baſeneſs or Inconſtancy of 


drgaſpe he was diſappointed in thoſe pleaſing 
Q 2 Ex- 
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Expectations with which he had flatter'd him- 
ſelf of retrieving his Family from thoſe Misfor- 
tunes to which they were reduced. He en- 
deavour d however to conceal his Chagrin - as 
much as poſſible from Lamira, and to give her 
what Conſolation was in his power; and per- 
ceiving her ſunk with Melancholy, was conti- 
nually reminding her of the Inſtability of all 
human Affairs, and that if Argaſpe had decei d 
their Hopes, it was no more than many other 
Men had done to Women, whoſe equality of 
Fortune had render'd more ſecure, and therefore 
more greatly , diſappointed, : — that he did not 
doubt but that ſhe was {t.Il under the Protection 
of the Gods, who-ſome time or other would re- 
ward her Vertues, and' perhaps make her happy 
with a more deſerving Man, But, alas! he little 
knew the Source of that unhappy Lady's Grief, 
and that theſe kind of Diſcourſes, ſo far from 
comforting her, added to the Miſery of her Con- 
dition. - When he told her that the Gods would 
provide for her, how near was ſhe to crying out, 
Ah no! hape renounc'd their Care, I have no- 
thing to hope or to expect either from Earth or 
Heaven ; but Shame and Fear prevented her, 
elſe had ſhe. in the Diſtraction of her Mind a 
thouſand times began the dreadful Tale of her 
Undoing, and the Cauſe ſhe had to deſpair. 
Great were her Afflictions from the firſt Reaſon 
ſhe had to imagine herſelf forſaken, but inh- 
nicely greater, when ſoon after ſhe found herſel 
in a Condition which would not ſuffer the Crime 
ſhe had been guilty of long to remain a Secret- 
be was with Child, and as the Product 
of her Shame increas'd, the ſenſe of her Miſe- 
ries grew with it, each little Motion, each Start 
the unguilty Embryo made, was a ſad Monitor to 
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its wretched Mother of what ſhe had done, and 
what ſhe was to ſuffer : But tho” ſhe was ſeve- 
ral times about to relate the truth of her Misfor- 
tune to her Father, yet could ſhe never bring 
herſelf to do it; Shame, and his well-known 
Vertue ſtill deterr/d her, and ſhe choſe rather 
to conſume with ſtifled Agonies, than diſcloſe a 
Secret which ſhe knew would be ſo ſhocking to 
his Nature. —— She both fear'd to increaſe the 
Affliction ſhe ſaw him already involv'd in, and 
to let him know how little Advantage ſhe had 
made of the Education he had given her, and 
how much ſhe had render'd herſelf unworthy of 
the Tenderneſs with, which ſhe had been treated 
by him; but the impoſſibility of concealing for 
ever the Wretchedneſs of her State, made her 
look on Death as the only Good which could 
befall her, and to pray inceſſantly to Jupiter, 
that he would put an end to her days betore the 
fatal Time arriv'd, in which, in ſpite of her 
Efforts, her Diſhonour muſt be obvious, not 
only to the Eyes of her aſtoniſhed Father, but 
to others alſo. | "A, 

In the midſt of theſe diſtreſsful Reflections, 
news was brought that Argaſpe was retura'd 
from Utopia, and that in his Journey hapning 
into the Acquaintance of a young Lady, who 
was travelling with her Father to ſome Rela- 
tion's, Houſe, that he had made his Addreſſes 
to her, and being approved by the old Gentle- 
man, every thing, was concluded on for the 
Marriage, for the Celebration of which he 
ſey'd in the Country, which it was expected 
would. be ſoon, and that a little time would 
bring him and his Bride to Town. Judge the 
Confuſion in which this account involv'd the 
diſconſolate Lamira! the going of Argaſpe to 
23 Utopia, 
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Utopia, without acquainting her with his De- 


ſign ; the negle& he had teſtified of hex, in be- 
ving never written to her all the time 6 his ab- 
ſence, had given her but too much an aſſurance 
of her Fate: but to hear it now confirm d, chat 


he indeed was falſe, that he was inevitably loſt, 
was ſuch a ſurcharge of Woe, as muſt immedi- 
ately have ſunk her to the Grave, if not upheld 
by Fate, to endure yet greater Ills than any ſhe 
had yet ſuſtain'd. The expiration of that time 
in which the Conſequence of her unhappy Paſ- 
ſion would ſtrive for light, and ſtruggle to be 
born, being almoſt now arriv'd ; and Guilt, and 
Shame, and Fear preſenting a thouſand wild 
Ideas to her diſtracted Mind, nothing ſeem d 
more ſtrange than that ſhe did not, diſappointing 
the Decrees of Heaven, lay viotent hands on her 
own Lite, and tear herſelf from the approaching 
Miſeries. * 1 
Having thus long conceal'd the chief Part of 
her Misfortune from her unſuſpecting Father, 
ſhe now reſolv'd to venture every thing, endure 
every thing rather than let him know it. She 
had a few Jewels of a ſmall Value, and a little 
Money ; thoſe ſhe pack'd up with her Clothes, 
and having order'd an Hackney-coach' to walt 
her early in the morning, at the corner of the 
Street where ſhe livd, determin'd to fly ber 
Father's Houſe, tho* where to take Refuge ſhe 
was utterly a ſtranget: but miſtaken in her 
Calculation, as to the Time of her delivery, ſhe 
fell into the Pangs of Child-birth 'the ver) 
Night preceding «1 Morning which ſhe in- 
tended ſhould be witneſs of her flight Tboſe 
dreadful Groans and Shrieks, which not all her 
| Refolution''could enable her to ſmbther, ſoon 
alarm'd the Family. Her Father, > 
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Servants, all ſtarted from their Beds, and ran 
immediately to know what had occaſion'd thoſe 
Cries, — Alas! the Cauſe too ſoon diſclos'd 
itſelf : — the Terror, the Confuſion ſhe was in, 
aided that Rack of Nature, and drove, without 
any other aſſiſtance or application, the wretched 
Infant headlong into the World. What a fight was 
this for a Father! — What Heart can conceive 
as it deſerves what his endur'd ! — Unable for a 
time, or to interrogate or reproach, he ſtood im- 
moveable, and had more the appearance of a 
Statue than a Man, while the female part of the 
Family leſs concern'd, tho* almoſt equally aſto- 
niſh'd, crowded about her to offer what little 
help was in their power; one ſnatch'd up the 
Child, while another took in her Arms the af- 
frighted Mother, who by this time was fallen 
into a Swoon. 

Soon as the afflicted Parent had recover'd 
preſence enough of mind to do it, he retir'd to 
another Room, and order'd that Perſons proper 
to attend in ſuch a Circumſtance, ſhould be ſent 
for to his unfort unate Daughter; who being im- 
mediately brought, and all neceſſary means ap- 
ply'd, that wretched Beauty recover'd from her 
Faintings ; but the poor Babe ſoon eas d her of 
a Mother's Care, and but beheld the World and 
left it. This plain diſcovery of her Crime, could 
not ſo far eraſe the Tenderneſs in a fond Pa- 
rent's Soul, as not to make him extremely an- 
xious for her Preſervation : he enquir'd after 
ber Health almoſt every moment, and renew'd 
his orders that all imaginable care ſhould be ta- 
ken of her, tho? without letting her know it, or 
offering to come into the room. He thought 
It would ill become his Character, too eaſily to 
forgive the Diſhonour ſhe had brought on his 
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Name, and to upbraid her might be a means to 
render all the endeavours he took for her te- 
covery fruitleſs : but while he was employ'd in 
his cares for her health, he wholly negledted his 
own ; and the Surprize and Grief having ſeiz d 
on his Spirits more than he himſelf was ſenſible 
of, or than his Age and Weakneſs was able to 
ſuſtain, he took to his Bed, and in a few days 
expired of no other Diſtemper but Sorrow. 

Finding his Fate approaching, he ſent for an 
approved and faithful Friend, and having com- 
municated to him the whole Hiſtory of the Miſ- 
fortunes of their Family, intreated him to take 
charge of his Funeral ; and that he would con- 
trixe it ſo, that Lamira ſhould be ignorant of his 
death, till being perfectly recover'd from that 
dangerous Condition in which ſhe at preſent 
languiſh'd, ſhe might be able to receive the 
News witheut prejudice to her ſafety (which 
ſtill was moſt precious to this tender Father) 
and that he would do all in his power for the 
comfort and aſſiſtance of that fair Unfortunate. 
After having given theſe Injunctions, and receiv d 
the other Aſſurances that they ſhould be per- 
form'd, he turn'd away his Head, and with a 
Sigh gave up his troubled Soul. 

Every thing being executed according to the 
Will of the deceaſed, it would be roo tedious, as 
well as needleſs, ro repeat the Lamentations 
which the forlorn Lamira made, when after her 
recovery ſhe was inform'd how great a Loſs ſhe 
had ſuſtajn'd ; you may believe they were ſui 
table to the Occaſion, and the filial Affection ſhe 
bore to the moſt indulgent Parent in the World. 
During the time of her confinement to her Cham- 
ber, the had dreaded nothing ſo much as the 


tender Reproaches ſhe expected to receive 1 
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him, as ſoon as he could prevail on himſelf to 
ſee her; but now to be told that he was no more, 
and that he ow'd his Neath to the Grief he 
conceiv'd at her Misfortune, was fo terrible an 
Addition to the Horrors ſhe before endur'd, as 
had like to have thrown her into a Condition 
little better than that from which ſhe was fo 
lately recover'd. But whether there be ſome 
hidden Good for her in Heaven's eternal Store- 
houſe, or whether the great Jupiter, relentleſs 
to her Prayers, decrees her yet to ſuffer more, 
is not permitted to any but himſelf of the whole 
Hierarchy of Gods to know ; but we may gueſs, 
that it is not for nothing that her Life amidſt 
—— various Sorrows 1s ſtill miraculouſly pre- 
erved. | 

That faithful Friend, to whoſe Care her dy- 
ing Father with his laſt Breath bequeathed her, 
has fince recommended her to the Society of a 
Court-Beauty, with whom ſhe now lives as a 
Companion, receiving ſrom her all the kind Of- 
fices ſhe cou'd expect to find from a Perſon the 
moſt nearly related to her by Blood; knowing no 
want of any thing but that Content and Peace 
of Mind, which the Remembrance of her Miſ- 
fortunes, and the Baſeneſs and Ingratitude of 
Argaſpe have depriv'd her of, in all probability, 
tor ever. 

But becauſe I doubt not but you deſire to 
know what is become of that Monſter of Man- 
kind, J muſt not forget to inform you, that he 
has not liv'd entirely free from the Punifhmenc 
due to his Villany: Diſappointed in his Expe- 
ations of the Dower he was made to believe 
he ſhould receive with the Woman he married, 
and doubly curs'd in the Levity of her Beha- 
our, he lingers out his Days in continual Diſ- 
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content, and to which Death, if not attended 
by a ſevere Futurity, would be infinitely pre- 
ferable. 

While the Deity was in the latter - part of his 
Relation, a large and magnificent Gondula failed 
up the River, attended by ſeveral ſmaller ones, 
fill'd with Muſicians, who ſeem'd to charm the 
Air with varied Melody. The Stranger 
had never before heard any thing ſo harmonious; 
he ſeem'd tranſported, raviſh'd with the en- 
chanting Sounds, and would fain have ask'd 
permiſſion of his heavenly Guide, to have fol- 
low'd themf along the Bank of that delightful 
River, but that the God prevented him by chi- 
ding his Curioſity in this manner: Ah, frail 
Humanity! (ſaid he) how ready are even the 
moſt Virtuous to obey the excitements of wan- 
ton Pleaſure ! the Muſick thou haſt heard, in- 
deed, is excellent; nor can a Mortal {till ar- 
rive at more Perfection than his by whom it was 
compoſed ; but as tis here made uſe of, and 
joined to Words the groſſeſt, moſt obſcene that 
ever ſhock'd a modeſt Ear, tis Poiſon to the 
Senſes, and ſhould be ſhunn'd by all who would 
preſerve their Souls untainted with the Vice 
which tis deſigned to propagate. — —— 
Know, (continued he with angry Bluſhes) this Con- 
cert is intended for the Honour of that Demon, 
whom Fate, for the puniſhment of too eaſily de- 
ceiv'd Humanity, permits to wear my Form 
and Name. The Party whom it attends, 
are gone out under the pretence of offering 4 
Sacrifice to me; but were you to hear the Con- 
verſation, or behold the Actions which the Ca- 
nopy and Curtains of yonder ornamented Cum 
dula conceals, you would acknowledge thoſe who | 
could praiſe them, muſt be ſuch on * 
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Influence never had any effect. There is 
not in the Iſland a Society ſo firmly devoted to 
Luſt as thoſe which juſt now paſs'd us. — 
The Slaves of brutal Appetite, they torture 
Thought, and rack Invention to find our 
new ways to raiſe Deſire, and provoke Pollu- 
tion, — Six Men, and an equal number of 
Shame-defiers of the other Sex, make up the de- 
teſtable Cabal. - They are all of Quality, 
and by that Privilege are ſafe from thoſe Inſults 
which their Behaviour would otherwiſe ſubject 
them to from the leſs inſolently ſinful Populace. 
he Count Rakhelio glories in being the 
firſt Founder of this horrid League, and prides 
himſelf in being the Fiend's chief Agent here.— 
Martied to a young and blooming Beauty, ſcarce 
a Month had he been in poſſeſſion of her Charms, 
before they grew inſipid to him: he com- 
plain'd of the Coldneſs of her Conſtitution, that 
ſhe wanted the neceſſary Artifices to make En- 
joyment pleaſing, and bringing two of the moſt 
noted Practitioners of the ſhameful Trade, into 
the Chamber where ' ſhe was, forc'd her to be- 
hold him act his monſtrous Luſt with both of 
them before her Face ; — then bid her learn of 
them the happy Skill to gain a Husband's Love. 
The next in place, equal in Vice, is young 
Servinus, Son of the Count Del Murno, who be- 
ing in diſgrace with his Father for attempting a 
Rape on one of his own Siſters, is at preſent 
ſupported in his Expences by the Chevalier 
Burſus, another Member of this abhorr'd Socie- 


y. Inferior to none in every Deed of 
Hell, is Arco, chief Favourite of the Prince Er- + 


gaſtus, raiſed to that envy'd Station by comply- 


ing with his vicious Inclinations, ſoothing his 


Debaucheries, and ſacrificing to his brutal 3 
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the Virgin-treaſure of a young Maid nearly al 
ly'd to him. Since to renounce the Gods 
contemn their Bleſſings, and dety their Rage, is 
one of the moſt engaging Qualifications here, 
well may the impious Damion find a favourable 
reception, whoſe Converſation. is wholly made 
up of Oaths and Blaſphemy. ———Bulatins, ſa- 
mous for midnight Broils and Riots, compleats 
the Male-part of this prophane Aſſembly. And 
after having related the Characters of them, 1 
think it ſcarce needful to give you any parti- 
cular account of the Women, who join them- 
ſelves to Wretches ſo abandon'd by every 
Grace, and who are not only the moſt profligate 
of Mankind, but alſo glory in their being ſo; 
you may very well believe without my telling 
you fo, that 7 are ſuch as have entirely al 
off all ſenſe of Honour and of Modeſty, and 
ſworn themſelves the Votaries of Hell. 
Yet are they, as I before obſery'd, of the firſt 
Rank, one of them the Siſter, another the 
Daughter of a Duke; the meaneſt of them is of 
noble Blood, on which depending as a Sanction 
for her Vice, ſhe ſecurely revels in unlimited 
Debauches, nor fears the Infamy of vulgar 
Sinners. —— As they are ſo exactly pair'd, 
you think, perhaps, each has her favourite 
Mate, and to indulge the Calls of Paſſion with 
one darling Charmer, they fly the buſy. Town's 
too curious Eyes, and find their Bliſs in amorous 
Solitude. — Ah no! ſuch a proceeding, were 
to their Ardor Conſtancy annex'd, would be a 
Vertue rather than a Fault; the God of ;Love 
would never bluſh ro ſee Deſire ſo rais'd ot ſo 
appeas d. But it is with monſtrous .and 
horrid Fires their ſooty Boſoms glow ! No 
Charm but of the Sex is here 3 
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Right, no Property is known among them, but 
all promiſcuouſly mingle as Chance, or preſent 
[nclination ſhall direct; — each Woman has of 
' every Man made trial, and every Man each 
Woman has enjoy'd. A little farther up 
this filver Stream a Water-gate there is, which 
leads you to a Foreſt beauteous in its Shade, — 
'tis there, their uſual Rendezvous is kept. 
there the commiſſion d Gondula will ſtop, and be 
unloaded of its weight of Vice.—The Servants, 
whom the attending Veſſels bear, ſpread o'er 
the graſſy Plain the choiceſt Cates and richeſt 
Wines ; which done, they to their Poſts retire, 
waiting their Superiors return. — Now every 
Senſe with proper Fare is glutted, — the Smell 
with thouſand various Odours, which in this 
earthly Paradiſe abound, — the Ear with Muſick's 
ſofteſt Harmony, — the Taſte with all the Pro- 
vocatives of Deſire that artful Luxury can in- 
vent. the Sight with Objects moſt pleaſing to 
a luſtful Fancy, the naked Beauties of the diffe- 
rent Sexes, —and for the Touch, each try their 
utmoſt Skill to raiſe Enjoyment to its higheſt 
pitch, and charm the wanton Partner of De- 
light with Extaſies before unpractiſed. Some- 
times with obſcene Healths the ſparkling Glaſs 
goes round. Sometimes, extended on the 
verdant Glade, careleſly lolling, every ſecret 
Charm expoſed to allure, they tempt each other 
to repeated Pleaſures. Tir'd, but not 
ſatisfy d, to their reſpective Homes each does at 
length return, and vent what Stock of Vigour 
the Debauch has left them, in Railings, Oaths, 
and Curſes on their Servants ; it being one of 
their pernicious Maxims, to be.good-humour'd 
only to each other, and when they areno longer 
capable of Pleaſure themſelves, to inflict what 
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do N . 2 £ | 99 * 
Pain is in their power on the reſt of the World: 


- 


- In every thing, while on Earth, re- 
tembling thoſe Fiends whoſe Votaries they are, 
and with whom hereafter they muſt eternally re- 
tide. You will perhaps wonder that Nemeſis, 
ſo prone to Vengeance, does not pour out ber 
Horn of Judgments on their devoted Heads; 
but know there is a certain Time for all things 
by Fate ſet down, which not even the ſupremeſt 
ot the immortal Beings can anticipate or alter. 
Had the impatient Thunder leave to fly on every 
daring Criminal this guilty Iſland yields, Heaven 
would be lett defeneleſs, its Bolts be ſpent, and 
numbers of unpuniſhed Wretches would re- 
main to propagate new IIls, and laugh at Ju- 

ter, 
S The various and diſturb'd Emotions which 
appear d in the Face and Geſtures of the Deity 
all the time he was ſpeaking, inform'd our Tra- 
veller, that the Gods themſelves are not exempt 
from Paſſion, and thar they frequently feel that 
on the account of ungrateful Humanity, which 
they are above the occaſions of on their own ; 
and rouch'd with a juſt ſenſe of this Benefi- 
cence to his Fellow-Creatures, he proſtrated 
himſelf in grateful Adoration, and before he 
was aware burſt out into this rapturous Excla- 
mation, O wondrous Clemency ! (cry d he) O 
Love Divine! Earth ſins, and Heaven la- 
ments! 

The God of Tenderneſs no ſooner heard theſe 
Words, and ſaw the Poſture of him who ſpoke 
them, than ſtretching out his Hand to raiſe him, 
How happy were it ( ſaid he) for deprav'd Hu- 
manity, if all could think like thee ! For 
expiation of the moſt daring Sins, all Heaven 


requires, is Penitence and Prayers, — 1n return 
to 


RR ©... 

to the Benedictions ir affords, Gratitude and 
Teal; yet this is thought too much the Gods 
may give, but Man forgets, or is above acknow- 
ledgment.— Even thoſe who paſs for Virtuous, 
and by avoiding known Enormities, ſtand in 
ſome Rank of Merit, even they appear inſenſible 
of our mighty Bounties; or imagine that their 
Actions, becauſe leſs wicked than their Neigh- 
bours, have a Title to our Favour. 

The wrong'd Divinity had perhaps proceeded 
farther in theſe roo juſt Reflections on the In- 
ſenſibility and Ingratitude of Mankind, had not 
the appearance of an old and ſeemingly very 
erave Gentleman, who juſt then approach'd the 
Place where they were ſtanding, occaſion'd\him 
to break off, that he might proceed with thoſe 
Diſcoveries he had promiſed to the Stranger. 

View well that Form (reſum'd he) would you 
not believe by every outward Mark, that it 
contain'd a Mind all Sanctity and Virtue ? 
What Reverence do not thoſe hoary Hairs 
command |! — What Wiſdom, what depth of 
Thought, ſeems ſeated in his penetrating Eyes ! 
— What Mildneſs in his unruffled Brow !. 
Were one to draw a Portraiture of the King 
of Gods, where ſhould one find a Reſemblance 
ſonear as this ? Yer, Oh! how deceitful 
are Appearances! his Soul is the black Image of 
Hell's horrid Sovereign. Murder and Luſt, 
| Hypocriſy, Avarice and Fraud, with a thouſand 
Demons more inſpire his Aims, and influence his 
every Action. Born in a Land where Po- 
verty is a Crime as well as a Misfortune, he 
took an early care not to be that way guilty. 
hy ways unknown even to the greateſt Pro- 
ticients in the deceiving Science, he rais'd his 
Fortune from an abje& Station, and triumph'd 
in 


* 
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in the Spoils of ruin'd Honeſty,——— An ad- 
vantageous Perſon made him the Darling of the 
Fair. Never was Man more ſucceſsful in A- 
mours, tho' once it had like to have coſt him 
dear. | 5 

Hap'ning to have an Intrigue with the Wife 
of a certain Chevalier of his own Country, it 
was by ſome Accident diſcover'd to the Husband, 
who immediately ſent him a Challenge; but he 
having always the utmoſt regard to his own Pre- 
ſervation, inſtead of meeting him, ſent in his 
room two Rufhans, who depriv'd that unhappy 
Gentleman of his Life, as he before had done of 
his Honour. The Villany was not of a long 
time found out, and he flatter'd himſelf with 
an Aſſurance that it never would; but after ha- 
ving liv'd ſome Years in this Security, he heard 
that one of the Aſſaſſins being apprehended for 
ſome other Crime, and ſentenced to death, he 
had with his laſt Breath made open Confeſſion of 
this Murder, and the Perſon's Name who had 
employ'd him in it. Alarm'd with this 
Account, he preſently bethought himſelf that 
all the Stratagems he could invent to evade Ju- 
ſtice, would be ineffectual, becauſe the criminal 
Correſpondence he had with the Wife of the 
deceaſed, being publickly known, it would ſerve 
for a convincing Evidence againſt him. He 
therefore pack d up all his Effects with an al- 
moſt incredible expedition, and tranſported them 
with himſelf into this Iſland, where he is out of 
danger of any Proſecutions from his own Coun- 
try. What Crimes he has been guilty of ſince 
his arrival here, he takes care ſhall be our of the 


reach of Liw.— Safe from the Power of Man, 


he fears not the Vengeance of the Gods. — My 
Power particularly he defies ; and inſtigated, old 
as 
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as he is, by much the ſame vicious Inclina- 
tions as thoſe which prompt that curs'd Society, 
whoſe Characters I lately gave you; he keeps 
in his Houſe no leſs than three of the moſt no- 
torious and ſhameleſs Courtezans that ever made 
Profeſſion of the Trade; — by the moſt ſhame- 
ful Arts they ſeek to revive decay'd Deſire, then 
eratify, by turns, the brutal Appetite they have 
excited. — O raging, monſtrous Fires ! which 
eren Age, Infirmities, nor the near Proſpe& of 
approaching Death, and all the Horrors of Fu- 
turity cannot extinguiſh! To what a Height 
will Man's encreaſing Wickedneſs extend! — 
Scarce will the Contemplation ſuffer me to pro- 
ſecute what I intended, ſo hateful is it to the 
heavenly Nature to dwell on Themes like theſe. 
Yet will I not diſappoint a Curiofity which I 
have rais'd. Let us now proceed to yon- 
der pompous Dome, whoſe gilded Battlements 
ſeem loſt in Clouds and reaching to the Heavens. 
"Tis call'd the Senate-Houſe, a Building as il- 
luſtrious in its Appearance, as it ought to be for 
the Decrees made in it. We will go and 
take anearer View of the Outſide; you may 
hereafter at your own leiſure enter in, and ſee 
the manner in which a few ſelected Perſons de- 
cide the Fate of Nations ; bur at preſent it will 
be of greater Conſequence to you, to remain in 
a convenient place, where, uninterrupted by any 
loud Debates, or private Murmurs, you may be- 
hold each Member of this auguſt Aſſembly paſs 
by, and be inform'd both what and who they 
are which form it. | | 

The Deity had no ſooner utter'd theſe words, 
than the Stranger experienc'd the performance 
of them. — The Lawns, the Meadows, and 
the ſpacious Stream, which had ſo lately fed his 
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Eyes with gay Variety, were vaniſh'd quite 
and in their room huge Walls of Stone and maſly 
Gates made all of burniſh'd Braſs, were now 
the Proſpect It was io a magnificent Piazza, 
ſupported by Marble Pillars of the Dorick Or- 
der, that he found himſelf placed by his celeſtial 
Conductor. — A profound Silence reign'd thro' 
all the place, except a diſtant murmuring Noiſe 
like that ot the humming of Bees, which iſſued 
from an outer Court, in which he could perceive 
rhere were a great number of People who ſeem d 
waiting the reſult of fome important Affair, 
and buſy with expectation. 

Here, you with eaſe (reſum'd the God) may 
take a particular View of the Chief of the No- 
bility and Gentry of this Ifle ; for few there arc 
of any note bur are either Members of the de- 
nate, or have buſineſs with it. — Through this 
Piazza they muſt paſs. — "Tis now about 
their time of breaking up : — And ſee, al- 
ready ſome of them appear. — Behold the 
Marquiſs Del Nollarius, as eminent for his ex- 
cellent Wiſdom in Council and Debates, as he 
is for his ill Taſte in his Amours, maintaining 
at a prodigious Expence a foreign Courtezan, 
of ſo deform'd and foul a make, that one would 
imagine whoever had made choice of her for a 
Miſtreſs, had done it but to mortify the Vanity 
of ſome more lovely Fair, whoſe Cruelty had 

ompred them to take this Method for 
Retenge A Country-man of her own, aſter 
having too plentifully ſacrificed to Bacchus, was 
carried by ſome merry Companions to her Houle, 
where having lain with her all Night, he was ſo 
much enraged with himſelf the next Morning, 


when, at the return of his Reaſon, he — 


— 
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on what he had done, that he wrote on her 
Window with a Diamond, theſe Lines; 


The Sin was not more foul I did commit, 
Than is the She with whom I ated it. 


But it is with other Eyes the Marquiſs conſiders 
her, and *ris probable imagines ſhe appears as 
amiable to others as ſhe does to him: and as 
tho the poſſeſſion of her were a matter to be ra- 
ther envy'd than the contrary, he takes pride 
to appear with her in all publick Places; and 
when alone, his Equipage and Chariot diſtin- 
eurſh her to the Obſervation of thaſe, who 
elſe would be far from gueffing her to be the 
Favourite of a Peer, whoſe Greatneſs and more 
ſhining Merits might entitle him ro the Affec- 
tions of the fineft Women. 

The next who comes in fight is Count Thau- 
mantio, entitled to a place in this honourable 
Aſſembly more by his Birth than Merit, which 
conſiſts in Qualifications vaſtly different from 
thoſe becoming a Senate-Houſe. — He per- 
fectly underſtands the Art of Drefs,— can en- 
tertain the Ladies with an Air of Gallantry, and 
has an admirable Talent in Raillery; but fo 
great a Stranger to the Laws and Statutes of the 
Nation, that having been ridicuPd for not gi- 
ving his Opinion when there has hapned any 
Diſpute among them; and at laſt venturing to 
do it in a Caſe of great Importance, he made a 
long Harangue, at the conclufion of Which, a 
grave old Peer who fat next him, ask'd him 
What he had to offer, for as yet he had ſaid no- 
thing. The poor Count was ſo much dafh'd at 


this Reprimand, that he has never ſince dar d to 


open his Mouth in this place; for which painful 
R 2 Silence 
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Silence he makes himſelf amends elſewhere ; and 
when he happens to be where he imagines him- 
ſelf the Oracle of the Company, ſeldom or never 
holds his tongue. He is one of thoſe who 
think it a Proof of Wit to ridicule my Power; 
and tho' he is married to a Lady of an Ex- 
traction very much ſuperior to his own, and 
miſtreſs of many Perfe&ions, yet more worthy 
to excite Affection, he makes no ſcruple to ſay 
before her face, 'That Love is a Paſſion unworthy 
of a wiſe Man, and that he was always above 
that Weakneſs — | 

To this vain Trifler, in whoſe Character 
there is little either of Vice orVertue, ſucceeds 
the Duke De Almant; he is accompanied by the 
great Agenor. Behold, in theſe two Men, 
the Pillars of their Country Patriots, ſuch as 
of old render'd this Ifland dear to the immortal 

Gods, and itsAlliance of the utmoſt Conſequence 
to the admiring Nations. Would you be- 
hold a perfect Pattern of the ſublimeſt Wiſdom, * 
ſtricteſt Honour, Fortitude, Magnanimity, Ge- 
neroſity, and Temperance, retain the Idea of 
noble De Almant in your Mind : — If of Cou- 
rage, Liberality, Courteſy, and Sweetneſs of 
Diſpoſition, think of Agenor.—— Between them 
they ſhare all the Virtues which can adorn 
Humanity ; or rather, each has all. So e- 
qually excellent in every Grace, that to give 4 
Character of the one, you give it of the other 
alſo. Both have experienc'd the Joys of 
Hymen,—both led by me into his ſacred Temple, 
continue great Examples of virtuous Love, and 
Conſtancy unſhaken. Oh! that in this Days 
Progreſs I could produce more Voraries like 
thele : But ſee Ramelius next fills up the 


Scene; — my Tranſports fade at fight of him. 


— Ah, what a Change is here! — Read in his 
x gloomy 
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gloomy Brow, the Index of his Mind, pale Envy, 
Ararice, and Cruelty.— Something within has 
happen'd, which has rous'd his ſavage Nature, 
and forc'd him to throw off the Mask of Affabi- 
liry, which he too often wears to gain eſteem, and 
the opportunities of doing miſchief — Now he 
appears himſelf without Diſguiſe, and all-for- 
bidding Truſt, or Confidence. By Birth, a 
Peer of the firſt Rank ; — by publick Offices 
yet more diſtinguiſh'd. He employs the one 
part of his Prerogative in oppreſſing the poor 
Tenants of his Lands, and the other in extorting 
exorbitant Fines from thoſe in Places under him. 
——Honour, Generoſity, Pity, Gratitude, or 
Juſtice, he has none, even to thoſe the moſt 
nearly allied to him by Blood. Tho' de- 
voted to that Fiend, whoſe Influence too fre- 
quently paſſes for mine, his ſordid and avaritious 
Diſpoſition extends itſelf to the Women who 
moſt oblige him. He is now ſo remarka- 
ble among the common- Courtezans, that not 
one of them will yield her proſtituted Favours 
till he has depoſited the Purchaſe of them in a 
third Perſon's hands. He is but the Detail 
of his Vices, tho” groſs, afford ſo little Variety, 
that the Hiſtory of them muſt give way to that 
of thoſe three young Noblemen, who this mo- 
ment are entring the Piazza, Arm in Arm. 
They are in every Affair of Life ſo link'd to each 
other, that even the Gravity of that Aſſembly to 
which they have the honour to belong, cannot 
ſeparate them. Should I ſtop here, you 
would, perhaps, imagine that whatever Faults 
they may be guilty of, ſo ſtrict an adherence to 
the Rules of Friendſhip might diſcover ſome- 
thing valuable in their Natures z but you will 
be of a different Opinion when I ſhall inform 
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you, that it is only a frequent. Partnerſhip in 
Debauchery which is the cement of that Union 
you ſee between them. Nothing can be 
more ſtrange than their appearance in the Senate - 
Houſe, which, though an Honour conſequential 
to their Birth and Titles, they ſeem to diſregard, 
— Their Nights conſumed in Riot, the God 
of Sleep engroſſes the moſt part of their Days. 
Various have been the Miſchicfs which have 
been afted by them in their wild Scenes of 
Frenzy, (for it will bear no other Denomination) 
when the Grape's intoxicating Juice dethroning 
Reaſon, and ſubverting all the nobler Faculties 
of the Soul, renders Men incapable of every 
Office proper to Humanity, and fit only for 
the Society of Fiends Among the num- 
ber of thoſe Enormities which cry to Heaven for 
Vengeance, there 1s none which more particu- 
larly excites my Indignation, and for the re- 
venge of which I will never leave folliciring the 
omnipotent Jupiter. One Night, when 
every friendly Planet was o'erpower'd, and only 
Fees profeſs'd ro Virtue had dominion o'er the 
Minds of Men, did this 'Triumvirate of Liber- 
tines, diſguiſing themſelves like common Ruf- 
fans, break into the Houſe of a Gentleman, the 
Virtue of whoſe only Daughter each had by 
turns attempted, but in vain.— Being pro- 
vided of Piſtols, Gags, Cords, and all the Im- 
plements made uſe of by the Perſons they re- 
preſented, they eaſily took from the old Gen- 
tleman, and all the Servants, the means of pre- 
venting the Miſchief they deſign'd ; then re- 
pairing to the Chamber where the young Lady 
was almoſt dying with thoſeFears which the noiſe 
they had made in the Houſe had given her but 


too juſt an occaſion for; and after having 1 * 
ots 
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Lots which ſhould have the firſt Enjoyment of 
her Virgin Charms, each rioted in the full En- 
joyment of their brutal Wiſhes. —— In vain ſhe 
becg'd, in vain ſhe knelt, and wept, deaf Luſt 
regarded not the Cries of her Diſtreſs.- 
The ſame Demon which had inſtigated them to 
take this pains in the purſuit of their Deſires, 
hardaned their Hearts for the accompliſhment ; 
and long before Morning broke, they left her 
the moſt loſt, moſt wretched Creature that cer 
the Sun beheld. —— For Years had ſhe with ut- 
moſt Ardor lov'd a faithful Youth —Never were 
Minds more pair'd ; nor did I cer look down 
on a Sacrifice more worthy my acceptance. 
A fews days more, and Hymen ſhould have join'd 
their Hands whoſe Souls had long been one : — 
but now, thus ruin'd, thus defil'd by unknown 
Raviſhers, her Nicety would not permit her to 
bring polluted Raptures to his chaſte Embraces. 
X She retir'd to the Temple of /#/ta; he, 
mad with Deſpair, unhoping Vengeance, as de- 
priv'd of Love, enter'd himſelf a Volunteer in 
a foreign Climate, where, in the firſt Engage- 
ment, plunging himſelf where he ſaw Dangers 
thickeſt, he met that Death he courted, and 
which indeed was more to be defir'd than ſuch 
aLife of Torment. The News ſoon reach'd 
the unhappy Beauty's Ears, whicf adding to her 
former Sorrows, rid her alſo of the burthen of 
Reflection, having never known one moment's 
Peace of Mind fince the fatal Night of her un- 
doing, to that in which ſhe yielded up her 
Breath, — | 

This one Example is ſufficient to let you in- 
to Reaſons on which the Intimacy between them 
is founded. But to compleat their Chara- 
ters, I muſt inform you, that as occaſion ſhall 
require, 


( 245 ) 


require, each is for the others, Pander, Bully 
Falſe-witneſs, or the Actor in any Fiendlike En. 
terprize, which can contribute either to the pro- 
moting Villany, or to the eſcaping the Puniſh- 
ment due to it. Shun the Acquaintance of theſe 
prodigious Libertines, O worthy Youth! a3 
thou would'{t preſerve thy Soul uncorrupted by 
their Principles, or thy Fame from the Scandal 
of their Actions. 

Another too I ſee approaching, whoſe Con- 
verſation is of equal Danger ; he bears the Name 
and Title of a deceaſed Peer, whoſe Wiſdom, 
and whoſe Virtues, adorn'd Nobility : bur this, 
tho” his near Kinſman, inherits nothing of his 
Merit, but all the Vices of an imperious Mo- 
ther, and moſt diſſolute Father. The Perſon he 
is now in Conference with, is one of the Heads 
of a Faction who have given much trouble both 
to the Sovereign and Senate. — You ſcarce will 
find a Man poſſeſs'd of leſs bodily Perfe&ions, 
yet has his Wit render'd his Addreſſes to the 
Fair ſucceſsful. He has long had an In- 
rrigue with one of the moſt lovely Women of 
the Age; but full of faſhionable Ingratitude, he 
grows ſated with her Charms, and is contriving 
the means to get rid of thoſe Tenderneſſes which 
are now become uneaſy to him. — The Me- 
thod by which he propoſes to do it, is to intro- 
duce that other to her Acquaintance ; by his 
Directions he is to feign a Paſſion for her, to fol- 
low her where-ever ſhe goes, to toaſt her Health 
in all Companies ; and, 1n fine, to give all pub- 
lick Demonſtrations that he is her Lover; on 
which he, who was once her real one, is to ſeem 
inflam'd with a Jealouſy equal to the other's 
Tenderneſs, and on that Pretext {wear never to 


ſee her more, Obſerve how much hoe 
100 
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fon the forming of this Scheme affords to both. 
— With what Grimaces do they ridicule the 
Fondneſs ſhe has ſhewn to this Traytor to his 
Vows. I pity the unhappy, and too eaſily 
impos'd on Woman. The whole Story will 
be expoſed. She will ſoon become the Jeſt 
of the laughing Town, as ſhe is at preſent of 
her Undoer. a 

Mark (continued the Deity) with what ſullen 
Pride the Duke Severus walks, diſdainful of his 
Fellow-Peers : He is indeed of a Family the moſt 
antient among the Nobility, and has not, by 
any known or remarkable Vices, diſgrac'd the 
Honour of his truly nobleAnceſtors, Add tothis, 
that he has many Perfe&ions both of Mind and 
Body, but a too great Haughtineſs of Temper 
eclipſe their Luſtre, and render terrible what 
eſe would be engaging to the World. — There 
are two things which at preſent fit heavy on his 
Soul; the one is, that he fees the Man whom 
moſt he hates, prime Minifter, and is by that 
means entirely depriv'd of any part of the ma- 
nagement of publick Affairs. — The other, 
that he is diſappointed of his Aim in marrying 
Marama, who tho” no more than a titular Prin- 
ceſs, has a Revenue which might entitle her to 
a Match with the firſt Monarch in the Univerſe. 
Tho' in poſſeſſion of a vaſt Eſtate, and a large 
Tract of Land which calls him Lord, his greedy 
Eyes are eager after more; and to have gratified 
the Luſt of his Ambition, gladly would have 
wedded where not one Charm but Wealth could 
tempt Defire. Marama has been for many Years 
a Grandmother; but Age is che ſmalleſt of her 
Imperfe&ions : — She is of a Diſpoſition 
ſo perverſe and peeviſh, ſo deſigning, mercenary, 
proud, cruel, and revengeful, that it has been a 

3 matter 
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matter of debate, if ſhe were really Woman, or 
if ſome Fiend had nor aſſumed that Shape on 
4 to affront the Sex, and fright Man- 
| Kind from Marriage. Such as ſhe is however, 

ſhe has in her poſſeſſion Charms which to him 
exceed the lovelieſt Eyes, or ſofteſt Nature ; 
and never Man ſollicited with greater Ardency, 
the brighteſt and moſt blooming Beauty, than 
did he this wrinkled Hag. The Affair went 
on ſo far between them, that ſhe made him a 
. Promiſe to be his Wife, but on ſome ſeeret 
Diſguſt, ſhe revoked it, and forbad his viſiting 
her any mere. So unexpected a Repulſe has 
made him, who was before the worſt-natur'd 
Man breathing, arrive at ſuch a height of Diſ- 
content, and Sourneſs of Behaviour, that he is 
unfit for Converſation, and ſhuns, and equally is 
ſhunn'd by all Society. 

Not ſo does the young Count De Eſpree ſup- 
port a Diſappointment of the like nature: Ha- 
ving every thing provided for the celebration of 
his Nuptials with the Woman he paſſionately 
lovd, the Night preceding that Day which he 
expected ſhould" make him a Bridegroom, ſhe 
ſtole privately away, leaving a Letrer on her 
Toylet, that the Motive which induced her 
going, was to avoid marrying the Count; but 
without giving any Reaſons for this ſudden Re- 
luance to that which ſhe had before ſeem'd 
perſectly pleas'd with. — When early in the 
Morning the Tidings reach'd his Ears, he ap- 

ar'd like one diſtracted, but after coming to 
the Houſe, and being ſhew'd the Letter, he 
immediately grew calm ; judging with Reaſon, 
that ſince the Lady knew ſo little of her own 
Mind, it was much better ſhe changed it before, 
than after the indiſſoluble Knot was tied. ha 
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Bat look ! ( purſu'd the heavenly lutelligence, 
with an uncommon warmth) with heedful Eyes ob- 
ſerve that Perſon who is juſt now entring the 
Pizzza. He is, I aſſure you, of the firſt Rank 
of the Nobility, accounted too a Man of Wir 
and Pleaſure ; would you imagine it by his Aſpect, 
would you not rather take him for a Trading- 
Cit, a Fellow who walks three Miles an hour 
within the narrow compaſs of a Shop-Door, 
and perſecutes each Paſſenger with a What do ye 
lack, Sir ? But to be a Proficient in Debauchery, 
is ſufficient among the Men of Mode in this 
Iſland to eſtabliſh the Character of a Good- 
Companion,— and 1n that he excels. I 
cannot however avoid relating to you a merry 
Paflage in his Life, which had like to hare loſt 
him all the Honour he had acquir'd for witty 
Leudneſs. Hapning to ſee a Girl at the 
Opera, he became what they call paſſionately in 
love with her, that is, he had a violent Incli- 
nation to debauch her. — She had hitherto pre- 
ſerv'd a tolerable Reputation, had a modeſt Be- 
haviour, and a good ihare of Cunning, ——- 
He ſaw it was in vain to attempt her by thoſe 
means he had been accuſtomed to make ule of to 
common Courtezans, and therefore addrel(s'd her 
in a very obſequious manner, yet ſo as to let 
her underſtand what fort of Reward it was he 
expected for his aſſiduities. She eaſily per- 
ceiv'd his drift, and far from being charm'd with 
all the fine things he ſaid to her, nor thinking 
herſelf in the leaſt oblig'd to his pretended 
Friendſhip, reſolv'd to make the beſt Adran- 
tage ſhe could of his Profeſſions —— One 
Evening when they were together, and he was 
declaring the mighty Paſſion he had for her in 
the moſt elegant Expreſſions he was maſter of, 


* 
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I think myſelf ( ſaid ſbe) infinitely honour'd in 
the regard your Lordſhip ſeems to have for me; 
but alas! it is not in my power to be ſo grate- 
ful as I could wiſh: My unfortunate Cir- 
cumſtances will not permit me to receive you 
with that Gaiety and Freedom you expect. | 
I am encompaſs'd with difficulties, which will 
not ſuffer a thought of Love to enter my Head. 
Al am involv'd in Debts, eternal Duns at- 
tend my Morning-wakings, and Crowds of 
Bailiffs watch my fearful Walks.— It is not in 
my power, nor in my hope ever to remedy this 
| Misfortune, and I muſt ſhortly fly my relentleſs 
Creditors, and in ſome foreign Climate ſeek that 
Repoſe which they deny me here, 'The Peer, 
who 1s not of a humour to ſcruple any Expence 
which may procure the Gratification of his 
Wiſhes, was pleas'd to think he now knew the 
means which would oblige her to deny him no- | 
thing; and taking what ſhe ſaid as a kind of 

Offer of herſelf, in caſe he made her eaſy in the 
World, immediataly aſſur'd her that he would 
do ſo; and deſir'd ſhe would give him an ac- 
count in writing of her Engagements, which he 
would bring the Money to diſcharge the next 
day. ——This being the very thing ſhe aim'd at, 
you may believe ſhe eaſily comply'd with his 
Commands; and calling for Pen and Paper, fat 
down to calculate the ſeveral pretended Debts: 
neither need you doubt but that ſhe took care 
to make them amount to a conſiderable Sum. 
Which having done, ſhe preſented him the Pa- 
per, and with a well-counterfeired Fear and 
Baſhfulneſs in her Countenance, I have per- 
form'd the Injunction your Lordſhip laid on me, 
( ſaid ſhe) but cannot have the vanity to hope 


my Happineſs is of conſequence enough 4 
yours, 
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yours, to engage the payment of ſo great a Sum. 
If the half of my Eſtate (anſwer d he, after having 
bob d it over) could purchaſe my Angel's Satis- 
faction, gladly would I lay it down; this is a 
- trifle to what I deſign for you, take therefore 
no farther thought, to-morrow you ſhall have 
the Money. 

Both Parties were now extremely delighted in 
the expectation of fulfilling their ſeveral Deſires ; 
the Girl found hers the next day compleated in 
a good Purſe of Gold ; but the Lord no ſooner 
had thrown it into her Lap, than he found him- 
ſelf as far as ever from the Gratification of his. 
she now complain'd of an Uneaſineſs in her 
Lodgings, that the People uſed her with Ill- 
manners, and that ſhe ſhould never know an 
hour's Content, till ſhe was Miſtreſs of a Houle ; 
artfully infinuating, that ſhe might then give a 
looſe to any Inclination ſhe had a fancy to in- 
dulge : but at preſent ſhe had Perſons who ob- 
ſerv'd her Actions, and obliged her to Cau- 
tions, Which were no way agreeable; and which 
deprivd her of the Pleaſure of receiving his 
Lordſhip, either as often, or as freely as otherwiſe 
ſhe would. Having already given ſo much with- 
out any return, he thought it would be IIl- 
husbandry to refuſe more, after which he could 
not imagine ſhe could find any pretence to de- 
lay the Bleſſing he expected. — He there- 
fore comply'd to this demand with the ſame Air 
of Alacrity as he had done to the former. 
A fine Houſe was immediately hired, and very 
handſome Furniture bought for it, and young 
Madam deſiring to have every thing 1 
to her own fancy, made the Purchaſes herſelf, 
and it is to be beliey'd, ſer down the prices at 


a Rate extravagant enough; by which —_— 
| e 
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ſhe made a ſecond Purſe not much inferior to 
"the firſt in value. | | 
Being now in poſſeſſion of all ſhe had defir'd, 
the Donor thought it high time to demand his 
Recompence ; which doing in modeſt terms, and 
ſuitable to the Behaviour he had ever treated 
her with, ſhe pretended not to underſtand whar 
it was he meant: and evading with a viſible ar- 
tifice the giving any direct Anſwer to what he 
faid, he found himſelf obliged to fpeak more 
plain, and at laſt told her, that it was the de- 
fire he had to enjoy her, which had engag'd 
him to act m the manner he had done ; and that 
having gratify'd her in every thing ſhe requir d, 
he now expected the ſame from her, nor would 
any longer be deny'd the Happineſs his Genero- 
ſity had entitled him to necerve. — O Hea- 
vens ! (cry d ſhe, affetting a Surprize) is it pollible 
you can harbour ſuch a "Thought ! — Did you 
ſave me from -one Ruin, only to involve me in 
another, which would be infinitely greater? 
I receiv'd the Benevolences you were pleas d to 
afford me as an Act of Charity, not as the Pur- 
chaſe of my Vertue, which nothing ſhall ever 
prevail on me to relinquiſn. My Lord was in 
reality much more amaz*d at her manner of pro- 
ceeding than fhe pretended to be at his; but 
platnly perceiving that ſhe defign'd to jilt him, 
was reſolv*dto make her know ſhe was miſtaken 
in the Man ſhe had made choice of for that pur- 
poſe, and tho” he had hitherto carry'd himfelt 
to her with the greateſt diſtance, believing it 
the ſureſt method to obtain her Affections, he 
could upon accafion put on the bold and daring 
part as well as the ſubmiſſive. Tellin 


her therefore that he thought it not his Buſineſs 


longer to intreat for that which he look d on 9 
is 
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his due, began ito uſe Familiarities with her, 
which, indeed, convinc'd her he would not be 
impos'd on. Bur having provided againſt 
the Danger, when ſhe found that there was no 
prevailing on him to deſiſt, ſhe ſhriek'd, and 
cry'd out a Rape ; on which immediately ruſh'd 
into the Room two Men arm'd with Sword and 
Piſtol, who asking him what he meant by offer- 
ing rudeneſs to their Kinſwoman, made him 
glad to quit the Houſe and his intended Miſtreſs, 
leſt any worſe Miſchief ſhould befall him, than 
the loſs of about two thouſand Crowns, which 
in his Acquaintance with her he had expended. 
— The Story taking air, he received from the 
Railleries of his Acquaintance a worſe Mortifi- 
cation than either the parting from his Money, 
or the diſappointment of his amorous Expecta- 
tions had been. But to retrieve his Character of 
ſucceſsful Debauchery as well as he was able, 
he ſelected from the publick Brothels two of the 
| lewdeſt, moſt abandon'd Proſtitutes he could 
find out, and maintains them in a very ſplendid 
manner, ſaying, he will have no concern for the 

ture with any thing but honelt open Courte- 
zans, who own their Trade, and will act with 
him on the ſquare. 

The Hiſtory and odd Adventures of this 
young Damſel, who ſeemed to have a perfect 
knowledge of the World before ſhe was well 
enter'd into her 'Teens, wou'd afford you much 
Matter of Diverſion, had I Time or Leiſure to 
relate the various Ways by which ſhe has im- 
poſed upon Mankind, and with how much eaſe 
the Deceivers of thouſands have been by her de- 
ceiv'd. But the obſervation of Perſons 
more material now oblige me to drop the Theme. 
The Crowd begins to thicken, —— The Se- 


nators 
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nators come out apace, and ſeem in haſte each to 
repair to their reſpective Buſineſs or Diverſion. 
Behold the Count Melanius, eminent in nothing ſo 
much as for his lovelyPerſon, and publick Intrigue 
"with the Wife of his own Father. Old Ariſtarchus, 
who to revenge himſelf on the Diſobedience of 
his Children, has lately married a young Crea- 
ture, without either Beauty, Wit, or Fortune. 
—— Foreign Macro, whoſe deſtructive Wiles 
betray'd to Ruin the brighteſt Maid which has 
for many Ages adorn'd this Iſland with illu- 


ſtrious Beauty. | 


Sergius, of great Deſcent, 
and the Inheritor of vaſt Poſſeſſions, but by in- 
ceſſant Riots grown poor, and a Dependant on 
thaſe who roſe but by his Intereſt and Favour, 
—— The Dukes De Ulo and Marbien, whole 
Hiſtories I yeſterday related to you. — — H. 
rodius, famous for his Wit and Spirit, but as 
much the contrary for his Irreſolution and chan- 
ging Temper, which never ſuffers him to con- 
tinue long enough in one Mind, either to be of 
any real Service to the Perſons he ſeems to have 
a Friendſhip for, or a Prejudice to thoſe whoſe 
Behaviour calls on him for Revenge 
Belius, by Birth a Prince, and by that Privilege 
alone allow'd a Place in this Aſſembly, being of 
Intellects ſo weak, and ſo incapable, that the 
only Proof he ever gave of common Senſe, was 
in making choice of a Lady for his Wife, whoſe 
only Dowry was an exgellent Underſtanding— 
Cecropius, born to ſome Titles, but rais d to 
more by the too partial Favour of the late Sove* 
reign. When fome time ſince he was em- 


ploy'd in a foreign Embaſſy, he corrupted the 
Wife of a firſt Miniſter ; and afterwards, being 
detected, expos'd ſome Letters ſhe had ſent him, 


to her Husband, to prove ſhe was the firſt _ 
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cer. Guiderius, of mean extraction, but 
unexpectedly arriv'd at Poſts of Honour, be- 
haves with the uſual Inſolence of an upſtart Pa- 
rafite. — He had the confidence on ſome little 
Pique between them, to ſend a Challenge to the 
Prince O/ario, who being of a Diſpoſition far 
from warlike, made up the Quarrel on his own 
terms, Since that, he is become the terror 
of all peaceable Gentlemen who have a mortal 
arerſion to the ſight of the inſide of a Scabbard. 
—— He can, however, with an infinite deal of 
reſignation endure a box on the ear from his 
Wite, and rumour ſays, was very near receiving 
a worſe Chaſtiſement from her Hands, on her 
being told that he had a Baſtard-child ar nurſe. 
—Treiſond, the roaring Bull-Dog of the 
Sen—e, with falſe Perillio, who fawns on all he 
meets. The latter of theſe is married to a 
Woman notorious for her Intrigues, which he is 
ſo far from being chagrin'd at, that he encou- 
rages her to receive Addreſſes of that nature 
nor does he fail of finding the account he aims 
at in this extraordinary Condeſcenfion. — The 
Lady has a great ſtock of amorous Inelinations; 
he is wholly taken up with his Ambition, and 
can eaſily forgive her for gratifying thoſe De- 
fires abroad which he has not much leiſure to in- 
dulge at home,—eſpecially when this Liberty is 
conditional; — ſhe is to exchange Secret for. 
Secret, nor muſt conſent to betray her Huſ- 
band's Honour, till ſhe has diſcover'd ſomething 
by which he may ruin that of another Perſon. 
— The Intelligence ſhe has gain'd by this means 
is not to be 1magin*'d, nor the Advantages he has 
reap'd by it. Coricles, a Libertine profeſs'd, 
and Foe to all that's good ; burning with in- 
Vor. II. 8 ceſtuous 
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ceſtuous Fires for his young Niece, the ſpotleſs 
Maid, ignorant of Vice, was by his Arts ſe- 
duced, then turn'd to wander, friendleſs, thro 
the World. 

But ſee, behold among this worthleſs Tribe, 
how like a Power ſupreme Dorinthus moves | — 
how graceful is his Mien ! — there ſeems, me- 
thinks, ſomething of Divinity about his Form, 
or elſe the known Perfe&ions of his Mind ſhine 
thro his Eyes, and lighten all his Air, — 
By birth a Prince, but there's an innate Great- | 
neſs which Titles cannot give; —-full of all 
Vertues which dignify Deſcent, but thoſe which 
moſt endear to Mankind, are Wiſdom and Li- 
berality. | 

To him ſucceeds, (but O how far unlike!) 
Caſtor, a new-made Peer, but for what Virtue, 
the Power which made him ſo, would fail to 
anſwer : Scorning the Embraces of the beſt of 
Wives, unnatural Longings taint his fickly 
Fancy, and inſtigate his worſe than brutal Ap- 
petite to Acts the moſt deteſtable to Heaven: 
His Pages, Footmen, nay, his very Grooms, if 
young, and of a tolerable Aſpect, receive their 
Lord's Careſſes, and take place in his Affection; 
while the abandon'd Lady, a Widow while 
her Husband lives, in lonely Sheets bewails 
her wretched State, and cries in vain to 
Jupiter and me, to turn his Heart, and work 
ſome alteration in her Fate. — Venario, 3 


long Practitioner of the ſame horrid Vice, and 
Foe profeſs'd to Love and Womankind, tho 
lately for Intereſt wedded to a blooming Beauty, 
ſupports in utmoſt Splendor a baſe-born Slave, 
the Minion of his Pleaſures; and, O moſt un- 


heard of, monſtrous Impiety, —_ 
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Wretch caſt on his new-made Bride an amorotis 
Eye, forced her to yield her Charms to his Em- 
braces, nay held the Door himſelf, and ſmil'd 
to ſee his Paramour triumphant o'er his own 
Honour, and the defenceleſs Chaſtity of his un- 
happy Wife. Fearing the juſt Complaints 
of ruin'd Vertue might draw on him the Puniſh- 
ments due to ſuch conſummate Villany, at firſt 
with cruel Threats he bound her Tongue to Si- 
lence, till by frequent compelling het to renew. 
the Sin, it by degrees grew leſs terrible to en- 
dure, and at the laſt became a pleaſure. 
With ready willingneſs ſhe now flies to the Arms 
of her once hated Raviſher, and thanks her 
Husband for allowing her to taſte thoſe Joys 
with another, which ſuit not with his Inclina- 
tion to- beſtow on her himſelf. Thus has this 
Prodigy of Wickedneſs corrupted the Soul as 
well as the Body of an innocent Maid, who, if 
married to a Man of but common Honeſty or 
Honour, might have been a fair Example of 
Integrity and Vertue. | 
The falſe Hiero next appears, Son of a late 
Apoſtate of that Name, and Heir of all his 
Vices : Long ſince had Jupiter decreed the 
downfall of this impious Race ; but as the fatal 
Blow was juſt about to fall, I ſtop'd the force, 
and having at that time an influence o'er the 
King of Gods, took the boldneſs to arreſt his 
Hand, and repel impending Vengeance. 
But imagine not I acted thus in favour of Hiero, 
no, would the Woes have fallen on him alone, 
1 would with Joy have added to their Weight. 
—— The reaſon I preſerv'd him, was, that in 
his Fate, the moſt faithful Vorary whoſe Ori- 
ſons e' er graced my Altars, muſt haye inevitably 
| $ 2 been 
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been involy'd. He is married, and to! 
Lady, whoſe Beauty, Vertue, Sanity, and 
Tenderneſs ſerve as a Shield to ward her Lord 
from danger, and blunts the Sword of Juſtice - 
while ſhe ſurvives, her Merits are his guard, 
perhaps too, her bright Example may in time 
reform his Principles, and turn him into Good- 
neſs; — if ſo, the Ear of Heaven is ever open 
to Penitence, and he may yet be pardoned, 
Weak-minded Havius now attracts your Eyes, 
remark him well, that you hereafter may re- 
member and avoid him- —— In budding Youth 
bred up among a Party, which, when arriy'd at 
Manhood, he approv'd, ſwore to eſpouſe and 
ſerve ; but when once truſted by them, baſely 


forſook his Faith, the fears of Danger, or the 


hopes of Gain extorted from him their moſt hid- 
den Secrets, and all their well-laid Schemes 
were by his Infidelity render'd abortive, and 
drew Deſtruction on the Authors heads. — 
Much have I to alledge againſt this 'Traytor to 
all Honour, Friendſhip, Juſtice, Gratitude ; 
and diſmal are the Scenes of Miſery occaſion'd 
by his Perjury : but in your continuance among 
theſe Iſlanders, the Hiſtory cannot *ſcape you ; 
—you will be inform'd at full, without my help, 
both of the reaſons which firſt gain'd him Cre- 
dit, and after induced him to abuſe it. —1 (ee 
approaching a Wretch yet more prophane, more 
impious, if it be poſſible, than any I have named: 
He is call'd Baſilius; when the gay Bloom of 
Youth ſat ſmiling on his Cheeks, and revell d in 
his radiant Eyes, never was a Man more form'd 
to charm the Fair; to the Beauties of his Per. 
ſon, he had alſo added an uncommon ſhare of 


W it. —— She muſt have more than wr 
udg- 
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judgment, who could preſerve herſelf unde- 
ceiv'd by his pretended Ardors. It would be 
too tedious to recount the various ways he had 
o ruin, or the numbers who have fallen Victims 
to his Inſinuations. But the moſt remarkable 
was Erminia ; none ever ſo long maintain'd the 
Field of Honour, or with ſo much difficulty 
was prevail'd on to quit it. She yielded not 
but with a ſolemn Promiſe that he would reſtore 
by marriage, that Vertue which he but bor- 
towed for the ſupport of his impatient Paſſion: 
The Contract was firm'd by millions of Oaths, 
nor did ſhe doubt the performance of it, as ſoon 
as the death of his Father ſhould leave him 
Maſter of his Actions and his Fortune. But, 
alas | if ever he deſign'd that piece of Juſtice, 
which there is little probability of, he alter'd 
his. Mind long before that time arriv'dz and 
wholly ſated with the free Poſſeſſion of her 
Beauties, grew weary of counterfeiting the 
Lover ; and thought of nothing but the means 
of diſingaging himſelf in ſuch a manner as 
ſhould not drive her to extremes ; knowing his 
Father to be of a temper (tho! he had baſely 
miſrepreſented it ro Erminia) ſuch as would 
oblige him to do her juſtice, if ever he were 
let into the Secret. Some pains it colt him to 
find out an Expedient to get rid of her; per- 
haps not leſs than it had taken him up to gain 
her : but thoſe Demons who are ever ready at 
hand to furniſh Invention with the means of 
Miſchief, obey'd his Invocations, and put into 
his head a Stratagem as artful, as it was baſe 
and cruel. — He had a younger Brother, in 
Voice and Stature very much reſembling him- 
ſelf; he had been ſome time abroad on his Tra- 
| S 3 vels, 
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vels, and was lately return'd ; Exminia had ne. 
ver ſeen him, nor had heard any thing of his 
Character: he was of a Diſpolition as lewd, 
and as diſhonourable as his Brother, - but more 
open and leſs artful. —— To him did the in- 
human Bafilius relate the Hiſtory of his Amour 
with Erminia, the Promiſe he had made her, and 
the fears he was in, that if proceeding by any 
violent meaſures, it ſhould come to his Father's 
ears, and he ſhould compel him to the per- 
formance of it : - He intreated therefore, 
that he would ſupply his place with her one 
Night, and by that means give him a pretence 
for qui:ting her, which even ſhe herſelf could 
not condemn him for. The young Man was 
over-joy'd at an opportunity of obliging his 
elder Brother, eſpecially in ſo ſweet a piece of 
Miſchief, and readily comply'd, leaving the 
method of bringing it about entirely to him, 
which he did in this manner. He went to viſit 
her that Afternoon, and telling her that he de- 
fign'd himſelf the happineſs of paſſing the Night 
with her, begg'd ſhe would order her Servant to 
ſit up, not only becadiſe it would be late before 
he could diſengage himſelf from ſome Company 
he was oblig'd to go to, bur alſo coming at ſuch 
an unſeaſonable time to her Apartment, might 
alarm the Family where ſhe lodg'd, he might be 
admitted without any Noiſe : She had a Parlour 
which look'd into the Street, and they contriv'd 
it ſo. that the Maid ſhould fit with the Window- 
ſhutter half open, and be ready at his giving 4 
little rap at it with his Fingers to- unfalten the 
other part, at which it being ſo low, he might 
enter with eaſe ; to prevent all ſuſpicion, alſo the 


Candles were to be extinguiſh'd. The obedient 
| 2  Emminuia 
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Erminia looking on herſelt as his Wife, comply d 
without reluctance to his Deſires ; and every 
thing being thus concluded on, he took his leave, 
waiting for Midnight to bring his Brother into 
her Arms with as much impatience as he had 
formerly done to be there himſelf. —— Ar laſt 
it arriv'd, and the young Gentleman being in- 
ſtructed how to behave, acted his part ſo well, 
that both the Maid and Miſtreſs took him for 
no other than the Perſon they expected; by the 
one he was conducted to the Bed, and by the 
other receiv'd there with all the welcome he 
.could wiſh. When he had lain there about 
two Hours, Bafilius, as was agreed between 
them, thunder'd prodigiouſly at the Street- 
Door: ſome of the Servants calling from the 
Top of the Houſe to know the occaſion of that 
Noiſe, he rold them that he muſt ſpeak with 
Erminia's Maid, and that he would not leave 
the place till ſhe came down to him. The Girl 
was ſtrangely frighted and amaz'd, but infinitely 
more ſo when ſhe ſaw who it was that ask'd for 
her; What is the meaning ( ſaid he, counterfeiting 
Drunkenneſs) that you were ſo deficient in the 
Duty you ow'd to your Miſtreſs, and in the 
promiſe you made me? —— Was I a Man to be 
impos'd on, or will the Circumſtances I am in 
with Erminia, ſuffer her to let her Servant play 
tricks with me, and laugh at my eaſy nature ? 
I have been this Hour at the Window, while you, 
I ſuppoſe, were ridiculing my Credulity. —Bur 
where is ſhe (continued he) I will know the mean- 
ing from herſelf, The confuſion which the poor 
Wench was in, prevented her from making any 
reply, and terrilked to death at what the Con- 


ſequence of this Miſtake might be, was ready 
84 to 
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to ſwoon at the Interrogatories he made her. — 
He eaſily guets'd the occaſion of her diſorder: 
but taking no notice of it, ſnatch'd the Candle | 
out of her Hand, and ran haſtily up ſtairs, and 
into the Chamber of Erminia; who, alarm'd with 
the Noiſe ſhe heard in the Houſe, was juſt 
about to call to know what had occaſion'd it ! 
But what Surprize ! what Aſtoniſhment ! what 
Horror ever equall'd hers, when ſhe ſaw Bafilius 
approach the Bed! If any thing ever ſeem'd 
like it, it was that which he pretended to be in, 
at finding her in that place with another Man— 
He ſtood for a Moment or two as if transfix'd, 
his Sword half our, his Eyes ſeem'd to ſparkle 
with indignant Fire, his Lips to tremble with 
convulſive Rage, yet unable to utter the Dictates 
of it, as his Arm was to perform the Office for 
which it at firſt was rais'd; while his Brother, 
who was to appear more bold, ſtarting up in the 
Bed, added to the Agonies of Erminia's Soul by 
theſe Words : I take it very ill, Brother, ( ſaid 
be) that you ſhould purſue me in this manner. 
——[ never diſturb'd you in your Pleaſures, and 
think it more than becomes you to interrupt 
mine. Of what conſequence to you are 
my little Intrigues ? Death and Confuſion (yd 
the other, feigning juſt then to have regain'd the li- 
berty of Speech) know you not whom your Em- 
braces have polluted ? Are you ignorant that 
this Woman is my Wife ? If her vile Soul ſtarts 


not at an Act of Inceſt, is yours ſo hardned, 


that neither the horror of the Crime, your 
Houſe's Honour, nor the eternal Peace of your 
poor Brother, whole Life was wrap'd in hers, 
could fright you from committing it? — Bur, 
continued he) I will do juſtice on you both, you 

* pair 
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pair of Monſters! -— Die, Wretches, — die 
by his Hand you have ſo greatly injur'd. 
With theſe Words, he pretended to make a paſs 
at him with all his fury, which the other ward- 
ing with the Bed-clothes, cry'd out at the ſame 
time, Hold, Brother, I conjure you ! 
Permit me, e er you kill me, to unriddle part of 
this black Scene of Fate. — If the Woman I 
have enjoy d be your Wife, far was it from my 
Knowledge or my Thought. — Neither is ſhe 
to blame, I enter'd in the dark, and by all Cir- 
cumſtances was miſtaken for another. 
Replete with Wine and amorous Deſires, I hu- 
mour'd the Deceit. — We both are innocent 
in Intent, tho' I confeſs in Fact too guilty. 
How got you admittance? (reſum'd the other). 
Paſſing thro* the Street, (reply'd he) I ſaw a 
Woman at a low Window; Curioſity made me 
draw near, and ſoon as 1 approach'd, ſhe ac- 
coſted me with, Are you come, Sir? my Miſ- 
treſs thought you long. The ſame Devil which 
had drawn me to the Window, prevail'd on me 
to enter at it, ſhe making a ſign to me that T 
might come in that way. I imagin'd it no 
more than an Aſſignation of Gallantry made 
with ſome favourite Lover, who was to reap 
ſtolen Joys in the abſence of the Husband, or the 
Father; and ſcrupled not to ſupply his place. — 
This is the Truth, as Heaven, who hears: me, 
knows. : | 
The Maid, who had by this time recover'd her- 
ſelf enough to follow Bafilius into the Room, ſe- 
conded what his Brother had ſaid; and he ſeem- 
ing to be convinced, converted the Rage he had 
been in, to Grief : It is I then, (cry d he) 1 only 
am the Cauſe of my own Ruin, by making _ 
5 | Wil 
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wild Appointment, and ſtaying paſt the v7 
in which I ſhould have kde fe. * 
fell into Ravings on the Force of Wine, and 
Company, which had detain'd him; curs'd Fate 
himſelf, and ſcarce ſpar'd Heaven. — None 
that had ſeen him, but muſt have thought him 

ſſeſs d of the moſt poinant Sorrow that ever 
ſeiz'd the Heart of Man. — The Brother too 
appear'd in Aponies little inferior to his ; but 

or Erminia, whoſe Anguiſh was real and in- 
tolerable, fell into a condition which would ad- 
mir no conſolation ; ſhe retain'd the uſe of Rea- 
fon juſt long enough to know that ſhe was 
ruin'd paſt redemption, then loſt it for ever. — 

The Brochers, after having expreſs'd ſeme Con- 
cern tor her Diſtreſs, recommended her to the 
Care of her Servant, and withdrew to paſs the 
remainder of the Night in talking of this Ad- 
venture : Each applauded the other for the 
lively performance of the ſeveral Characters they 
had repreſented; and the tragick Scene they had 
been aCting, ſerv'd for a pleaſant Farce, which 
every now and then they repeated ſome part of 
again, to heighten Humour, and make the Wine 
go down with better reliſh. | 

I could give you ( ſaid the Deity of pure De- 
lights) many more Inſtances of the unexampled 

Baſeneſs of this Wretch's Nature; but I think 
this one ſufficient to evince the Truth of what 
I alledge, and make you judge, if he who could 
be guilty of an Action ſuch as this, might not 
be capable of any thing that the moſt horrid 
Villany can inſpire. 

See l a relief from theſe deteſtable Reflections 
is in view. Derileas, the Darling of the 

Fair appears! . Dorileas, the Delight * 
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all that know him ! —— A lovely Perſon, but 
more lovely Mind ! — His every Expreſſion is 
dictated by the ſublimeſt Wir, his every Action 
by Tenderneſs and Good-nature ! —— A Ge- 
neroſity, ſcarce to be equall'd, ſhines in all he 
does! ——To be diſtreſs'd, is a ſufficient Plea 
with him for Favour : And it was with the 
greateſt Juſtice that a Perſon on reading his 
Character, written by a great hand, added to 
it theſe Lines ; 


Pleas'd to do Good, he ſeeks the Whretched out, 
Relieves their Miſery, and diſpels their Doubt. 
None &er to him of Fortune's Frowns complain d. 
And went away unheard, or unſuſtain d. 

O may he be of all he asks poſſeſs'd, 

And Heav'n bleſs him, as all by him are bleſs : 
And when ſome happy Maid's prevailing Charms 
His generous Heart with Love's ſoft Paſſion warms, 
To make her worthy, may each Grace combine, 
Aud all the Joys which Marriage gives, refine. 


The Alacrity, the Courteſy, the Affability 
with which he confers a Favour, is no inconſi- 
derable addition to ir. Some by redeeming 
a Man from one Misfortune, plunge him into 
another, and perhaps a greater ; at leaſt it often 
happens ſo, when the Receiver is of a generous 
Mind, Nothing can be more grating than to 
be oblig'd, where the Perſon who has been pre- 
vail'd on to do it, looks on you as a Slave that 
he has purchaſed with his Money, and in his 
Preſence you are neither to have the Privilege 
to ſpeak your own Words, nor think your own 
N e Thoughts. 
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Thoughts. When Dorileas does a Kindneſs, 
it is in a manner which ſhews it is a Pleaſure to 
himſelf, and is ſo far from treating his Petitioner 
with contempt, that he rather grows more ob- 
ſervant to his Humonrs the more he knows of 
his Neceſſities. This is his Behaviour in general 
to thoſe who ſtand in need of him; but in his 
Friendſhip he has no bounds; —— he thinks 
nothing his own that the Man he profeſſes to 
efteem ſhall have occaſion for; — his Power, 


his Intereſt, his Fortune, his very Life, all but 


his Fame, is at the devotion of him whom he 
calls Friend. Nor 1s his Loyalty to his 
Prince, or Zeal for the Welfare of his Country, 
Vertues which ſhine leſs brightly than thoſe I 
have already nam'd. —There is, alas! but one 
Perfection wanting to make him the Admiration 
of the wondring World, and a fit Pattern for 
all Mankind to ſquare their Actions by — 
Were but his Conſtancy in Love equal to his 
Faith in Friendſhip, with how much pleaſure 
ſhould I look down upon him, how pride my- 
felf in ſuch a Votary! But that is a Joy to come, 
nor do I yet deſpair but that my Darts ma 

ſome time find impreſſion on his Heart. — O 

has my Bow been drawn, and oft I reach'd the 
part J aim'd at, but then they ſlightly graz d, 
and with Apollo's Aid, he pluck'd with eaſe the 
unhurtful Points, and threw them at his feet. — 
Always Gallant, Gay, Polite, his ſprightly Wit 
gains him more Conqueſts than the moſt obſe- 
quious Paſſion, if unaccompanied by thoſe 
Charms. ——O that all faithful Lovers had Do- 
rilea Arts to move, or Dorileas had their Zeal 
and 'Truth ! Yet does Good-nature, Grati- 
rude, and Generoſity ſo well ſupply the 1 
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of Ardor, that they who have moſt reaſon to 
ſearch into his Meanings, ſcarce can perceive 
the difference. — Some Years ago, Melinda was 
the general Toaſt of the Town, it was a kind 
of Faſhion to admire her; among the reſt, 
Dorileas made ſome ſlight Addrefles to her, but 
what he wanted in aſſiduity, his Wit and Beauty 
made ſufficient reparation for. In fine, ſhe 
lik d him, lov'd him, he was ſenſible of it, and 
became more preſſing; in a ſhort ſpace of time 
he woo'd and won her. — She then was in the 
Summer of her Age, he in the Spring; yet now 
Decay comes on apace, and all thoſe Graces 
which once attracted each deſiring Youth, begin 
to wither on her fading Cheeks, maintains ſhe 
ſtill her Empire o'er his Behaviour. His Soul, 
not ſhe, nor any of her Sex has yet had power 
to conquer ; but as he once profeſs'd himſelf 
her Vaſlal, he ſtill is ſo as much as ever. — He 
treats, addreſſes, makes her Preſents of great 
Value, keeps from her Knowledge as much as 
poſſible whatever other Amours he is engaged 
in, and is in every thing ſo like a Lover, that 
he may very well paſs for ſuch with thoſe who 
have the power of judging but by Appea- 
rances. | 

I would have the fair Sex ſet it down for a 
Maxim, which may be ſometimes ſerviceable 
both to their Fame and Peace, That a Man 
of a good Underſtanding, if he has not always 
the moſt Tenderneſs, will never fail of being 
more grateful, than a Man of mean Capacity. 
— His fine Senſe will repreſent to him, in 
ſuch lively Colours, the monſtrouſneſs of uſing 
a Woman cruelly, only becauſe ſhe has ſhewn 
too great a Regard for him, that it is next ro 
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an Impoſſibility he can be guilty of it; and if. 
like Dorileas, conſcious that he cannot return 
the Affection ſhe has for him with equal Fer- 
vor, will, to make up that Deficieney, the more 
induſtriouſly ſtudy to oblige her in any other 
Affair of Life, in which it may happen in his 
power to do it. ——— Fools are ever refra- 
Rory, ſelf-opinionated, and churliſh ; and when 
once the Paſſion of Deſire is extin&, the Wo- 
man who has favour'd them may bid adieu to 
all dependance on their Friendſhip : —— Let 
will not that unheeding Sex take Warning by 
the multiplicity of Examples which both Hi- 
ſtory and daily Experience furniſhes for their 
Obſervation.— 

What occaſion'd me to make this Remark at 

preſent, was the fight of yon gay fluttering 
op, who now walks with another of much the 
ſame degree of Honour and good Senſe. I faw 
juſt now a Page belonging to a Lady of the firſt 
Quality deliver him a Letter ; he isnow com- 
municating the Contents of it to his Companion. 
I will occaſion him to drop it, that you may ſee 
how little nice thoſe Women who abandon 
themſelves to the gratification of a vicious In- 
clination, are in their Choice of a Gallant. 

The Deity had no ſooner ſaid this, than a 
commiſſioned Breeze of Wind, or rather an at- 
tending Silph, inviſible to the Stranger's Eyes, 
wafted the Paper to his hands; which deliver- 
ing to his Gueſt, he commanding him to read, it 
contain'd the following Lines. 


To 
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To the Agreeable Count CTMBOLUS. 


OW delighted am I, my dear Count, that 
the Diſcovery of your Intrigue with Pur- 
celia has ſtifled all the little Jealoufies my Husband 
began to have of our Intimacy. T have nothing 
now to fear but the tattling Diſpoſition of Da- 
linda. You know ſhe has been witneſs of a 
thouſand agreeable Follies between us, which if re- 
ported might make my ſuſpicious old Man deprive 
me of ever ſeeing you more ; I would have 
jou, therefore, purſue your Addreſſes to her. 
I know the Creature has a Paſſion for you, and 1 
will take care to heighten it, by ſaying a thouſand 
things to your advantage 3 and I can tell you 
one thing which falls out luckily enough for our De- 
fign— She is to be at our Houſe this Afternoon; 
if the Senate breaks up time enough for you to 
make a Vifit, I will find ſome Pretence to leave 
you together. I hope you know the Prerogative 
of your own Sex, and the Weakneſs of ours, too 
well to be frighted at her affeftation of Virtue, or 
threatning to cry out. "Tis enough, 1 give you 
the Opportunity ; your making a proper Uſe 
of it will be an infallible means ta bind her to Se- 
erecy, and ſecure you many happy ones with, 


(My dear engaging Devil) 


Tour moſt Paſſionate, 


and moſt Impatient 
ROSIN DA. 
2 
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P. S. F jou v3 any * Fan to come to 
us, I charge you let not the dull and leſs fionificant 
Bufineſs of the Nation detain you; 1 — 
be glad to entertain you an Hour beſrre Dalinda 
comes. 


You may judge (reſum'd the God, as ſoon as he 
perceiv'd our Traveller had done reading) by the 
Stile of this Billet, what the Writer of it muſt 
be. No Woman poſſeſs'd of the leaſt Spark 
of my Inſpiration, could endure to ſhare on 
any Terms, the Affections or Perſon of the Man 
ſhe loves. Tis directly oppoſite to the very 
nature of that Paſſion of which I am the Au- 
thor ; and tho* Jealouſy be one of the worſt 
and moſt dangerous Emotions a Soul can poſſi- 
bly entertain, yet where it enters, there is infi- 
nitely more reaſon to believe Love has been be- 
fore it, than where you find a Mind of this 
compoſure. It is the Sex, not the Man, ſhe 
is charm'd with; and with the ſame eaſe that 
ſhe reſigns him to another, would ſhe yield her- 
ſelf to the Careſſes of a ſecond. —— You ſee his 
Perſon, there is little in it capable of attracting, 
in his Converſation leſs ; it is therefore the Man 
in him that ſhe alone admires. She is young, 
is married greatly to the advantage of her For- 
tune, but unluckily for a Woman of her Conſti- 
tution. He is old, and has his Head always 
taken up with State- Affairs. He has little 
Time to entertain her, and ſome Amuſement 
ſhe mult have; but if ſhe had in the leaſt con- 
ſulted her Diſcretion, ſhe might have found a- 
mong the Number of her Admirers, a Choice 


more worthy of her Charms, than the 2 
who - 
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who is too much an Admirer of himſelf, to pay 
any very great court to the Ladies; and as fear- 
ful as ſhe ſeems, of having her Intrigue diſco- 
yer'd, *tis highly probable he may be the firſt 
who blabs it. —— He already expoſes her 
Letters: — What tho' he conceals the Name, 
the Hand may be known, and then her Reputa- 
tion ſuffers; perhaps it alſo reaches the Huſ- 
band's Ears, and nothing, if that happens, can 
enſue but Ruin. | 
While the Divine Hiſtorian was thus em- 
ploy'd, a great Number of Perſons paſſed by, 
whoſe Characters the Stranger expecting to be 
told, could not forbear teſtifying ſome little Sur- 
prize at the omiſſion; which the other obſerving, 
Tou wonder (ſaid he) that I have ſeem'd to for- 
et the Buſineſs on which I brought you to this 
lace ;—— but know, that thoſe whom I have 
not now pointed to your notice, are either ſuch 
who have nothing in their Lives worthy the re- 
petition ; or ſuch whole Vices, or whole Virtues 
I ſhall with more eaſe convey to your Appre- 
henſion hereafter at their own Houſes, than in 
this Place. I have yet in ſtore for your diſ- 
covery new Wonders, which to-morrow ſhall 
bring forth; in the mean time, would have you 
retire to that Repoſe which is neceſſary to Hu- 
manity; and in your intervals of waking, let 
Contemplation ſupply the place of Sight. Re- 
view with the Mind's Eye the various Scenes of 
Life which this Day's Progreſs has preſented.— 
Make that Uſe which Heaven demands of 
thee, of theſe Diſcoveries, to imitate the Vir- 
tues, and avoid the Vices of thy Fellow-Crea- 
tures. Refine frail Nature: — Endeavour 
at leaſt, ro throw each darling Failing from thy 
Vol. II. s Soul ; 


e 
Soul; and thoſe Reflections which, in thy cooleſt 
Hours of Thought, Reaſon inſpires, retain a- 
bout thee always; then canſt thou never be by 
any ill Paſſion ſway'd, nor do a Deed which 
Conſcience can condemn: Conſcience and Rea- 
ſon ſtill go hand in hand; and when thou doſt 
amiſs, the one is thy Accuſer, the other is thy 
Judge. What they approve, the Gods will 
ratify. Let thoſe then be thy Guides; and 
while the dangerous Path of Life thou tread'ſt, 
ſtray not one Step beyond the Bounds they ſer. 
—— Let what I have ſaid be written in thy 
Heart, and keep it ever treaſured in thy Mind. 
This Night allow to Reſt and Cogitation ; 
ſoon as the Morning dawns, we will reviſit 
theſe pompous Towers, and ſtately Palaces, and 
explore the hidden Vices of their haughty Ow- 
ners. | 

Here the Deity finiſh'd his Exhortation; 
and the ſame indeſcribable Power of Tranſition 
which had unfelt convey'd him to ſo many 
Places, was now about to return him to that 
rural Scene in which he took ſuch pleaſure ; 
when on a ſudden appear'd the Genius of the 
Ifle. Gladneſs fat ſmiling on each reve- 
rend Feature, and Joy triumphant ſparkled in 
his Eyes. Turn (ſaid he) thou ſweeteſt, 
beſt of the immortal Powers! —— Again 
thy once favour'd Nation with thy Smiles 
and let thy Indignation ceaſe to rage. —— 
Long oppreſs'd Virtue now reſumes her Sway, 
and every Vice ſhall fly before her Throne. 
Thy Temples ſhall be re-edified, — thy Al- 
tars blaze with the nobleſt Victims. Thy 
Laws in their full Force reſtor d; and 77 
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and Honour henceforward be the Cement of 
Society. 

T A ſpeak'ſt as thou would'ſt have it, (re- 
pl'd the Deity with a Smile, which had more 
in it of Diſdain than Pleaſure) hadſt thou ac- 
companied us in that Review which we this 
day have taken of Mankind, thou would'ſt 
not thus exult with vain Delight Bur 
from what Cauſe ſprings this unuſual Rap- 
ture? —— Which of thy Sons, tir'd with 
unproſperous Villany, now teigns Repentance 
for the Ills he has done, and fain would thrive 
by Virtue ? — Or, to aſcribe a juſter 
Cauſe for Hope, what Schemes, what Pro- 
jects have the deſerving few laid down for 
Reformation ? | 

From no vain Start of tranſitory Hope (re- 

ſum'd the hoary Gravity) but from a firm Aſ- 
ſurance do my Tranſports flow. 
With heedful Ears attend while I impart 
what in thy abſence Jupiter has decreed in 
favour of my Race; and the inceſſant Prayers 
my Heart-felt Griefs have offer d. 
As lately in a dark Cell, remote and de- 
folate, I mourn'd the Vices thy Review ex- 
plor'd, and own'd the Juſtice of thy indig- 
nant Threats, I heard the Trump of Fame 
with chearful Notes proclaim aloud ; 


T ; JOY 


(276) 
Joh TO THIS ISLAND 


BACK TO YOUR NATIVE HELL 
RETIRE YE DEMONS! 


VIRTUE, AND LOVE, AND 
HONOUR, ARE RETURNING, 


Rous'd at theſe wiſh'd-for Sounds, I 
rear d my Head, and thus did the Goddeſs 
greet me: | 


Hail happy Being! Heaven by me ſalutes 
Thee. Thy Prayers are heard, thy Wiſhes 
all are granted. —— This bliſsſul Spot of Earth 
no more ſhall groan beneath the oppreſſive 
Weight of Sin and Shame. —— Thy long de- 
generate Sons, bluſhing at their late Errors, and 
replete with vertuous Vigour, ſhall exert that 
Spirit which heretofore gave them- the power 
to lord it over the inferiour World, <— A 
Troop of noble Youths, by me inſpir d, thirſt to 
reform the Manners of the Ape : Wich ſolemn 
Vows they bind themſelves to right the Injured, 
—detend the Widows and the Orphans Claims, 
—reſcue aſſaulted Chaſtity, and fight the Cauſe 
of all that are defenceleſs and forlorn. To my 
Protection are the gallant Band committed, un- 
der my Banners do they liſt themſelves : Each 
on the Badge cf his ſacred Order bears this 
Inſcription in Capital Letters engrav'd, * 


A KNIGHT OF FAME. 
2 " 


t: 1 


+ 4; | 
By that Title are they enrolled in Heaven's 
immortal Court, and thus muſt be diſtinguiſh'd 
here below. 2 
But haſte, (continued ſbe) trait to the Senate- 
Houſe direct thy joyful Flight : —— There 
wilt thou hear the happy News confirm'd, an 
ſee the Youths who have thus greatly dar'd. 
This faid, her azure Wings expanded wide 
bore her aloft, and her loud Trumpet with its 
thouſand Pipes at once reſounding the Heaven- 
directed Tidings, away the Goddeſs ſoar'd, 
while the glad Air eccho'd the welcome Notes 
thro' Earth and Seas. —— Neptune, o'er-joy'd, 
forſook his watry Throne, congratulating his 
lov'd Iſland's happy Change; and all the lefler 
Deities, which haunt the Woods and Groves, 
2 to hail my Fate with Songs of Tranſ- 
port. | 
Soon as the ſudden Ruſh of Joy would give 
me leave, I haſted to the Senate. — 'There 
I beheld my Happineſs confirm'd ; — There 
bleſs'd the noble Troop of Heaven- directed 
Youths, who, zealous to bezin the glorious 
Task they have undertaken, to-morrow marcli 
in awful State to the celebrated Temple of their 
Patroneſs : There offer up their Vows, 
and receive the Sanction of their Knighthood. 
Now, O moſt lov'd of all the Heavenly- 
Rulers, (continued the tranſported Genius, proſtra- 
ting himſelf at the ſame time beneath his feet) wilt 
thou refuſe to grace with thy indulgent Smiles 
this grand Solemnity 2 —PÞ— Wilt thou not 


cement with laſting Love and Concord, this 
Band ſo true to Vertue and to Honour? 
He had, perhaps, proceeded farther, if the 
God of Tenderneſs had not prevented him, by 
„ . 1 = ; raiſing 


(27) 
raifing him from the Earth with theſe Words : 
Since (ſaid he) the Goodneſs of omnipotent 
Jupiter has wrought ſo bleſs'd an Alteration, 
you need not doubt but that I, who have ſo long 

tioned for this Mercy, will joyfully contri- 
os all in my power to aid the wiſh'd Succeſs, 
— ben turning to the Stranger (who had 
| liſtned ro this Diſcourſe of the Genius with 
Wonder and Attention) 'Thou too ſhalt be par- 
taker of this truly glorious Sight. And 
as. thou haſt diſcovered the Vices which in- 
curr'd the Diſpleaſure of the immortal Gods, 
and call'd for Vengeance on this abandoned 
Iſland, thou alſo ſhalt be witneſs of its Return 
to Vertue, and the means by which it is again 
reſtor'd to the Protection of all-clement Hea- 


ven. 

With humble Adorations the highly-favour'd 
Youth teſtify*d his Gratitude; which done, the 
were all three immediately convey'd to a clo 
Shade, where all the Charms of Nature join'd 
to invite Repoſe : A thouſand guardian Spirits 
were placed around his fragrant Couch, to skreen 
kim from the rs of the Night, and charm 
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